
Library Books 

Children can take a picture book home in their book bag every 

Friday. These books are for parents to share with children in their 

home. Taking library books home enables children to develop key 

reading skills such as; holding a book correctly, turning the pages, 

looking for the title and the author on the front cover and a general 

love of books. 

 

We love to read! 

In school we provide a print rich environment which allows children 

to become familiar with everyday words. Quality book corners with 

interactive rhymes and topic related books provide further 

opportunities for children to learn about favourite authors, 

collections of books and how to handle books and puppets 

correctly. Small world and other areas of learning are stocked with 

fiction and non-fiction books. 

 

 

Our 

Reading Curriculum 

 

Owston Park Primary School Nursery 

In Nursery we have a large focus on Phase 1 Letters and Sounds. 

The aim of this phase is to foster children’s speaking and listening 

skills in preparation for learning to read with phonics. As parents, 

you can play a vital role in helping your child develop these skills, by 

encouraging them to listen carefully and talk extensively about 

what they hear, see and do. 

In the summer term before Nursery children move up into 

reception class, they will take part in short, fun introductory 

sessions of Read, Write, Inc phonics in preparation for daily phonics 

sessions in reception class. 

 

The emphasis during phase 1 is to get the children attuned to the sounds 

around them and ready to begin developing oral blending and 

segmenting skills. Phase 1 is divided in seven aspects. 



Aspect 1 – General sound discrimination – environmental 

Here, we aim to develop listening skills and an awareness of sounds around 

them. Activities include going on a listening walk (listening to sounds in school 

and outdoors), drumming on different items outside and comparing the sounds 

and playing a sounds lotto game. 

Aspect 2 – General sound discrimination – instrumental sounds 

This aspect aims to develop children’s awareness of sounds made by various 

instruments and noise makers. Activities include comparing and matching sound 

makers, playing a variety of instruments, hunting for sound makers outdoors and 

making loud or quiet sounds. 

Aspect 3 – General sound discrimination – body percussion 

This aspect aims to develop children’s awareness of sounds and rhythms. 

Activities include singing songs and action rhymes, (heads, shoulders, knees and 

toes etc) listening to music and developing a sounds vocabulary. 

Aspect 4 – Rhythm and rhyme 

In this aspect we develop children’s appreciation and experiences of rhythm and 

rhyme in speech. Activities include rhyming stories, rhyming bingo, clapping out 

the syllables in words (names) and which object is the odd one out. 

 

Aspect 5 – Alliteration 

The focus is on initial sounds of words, with activities including I-Spy type games, 

and matching objects which begin with the same sound, like glittery glass and 

sucky spaghetti. 

Aspect 6  – Voice Sounds 

The aim is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin oral 

blending and segmenting. Activities include Metal Mike, where children feed 

pictures of objects into a robots mouth and the adult sounds out the name of the 

object in a robot’s voice – /c/-/u/-/p/ cup, with the children joining in. 

Aspect 7  – Oral blending and segmenting 

In this aspect the main aim is to develop oral blending and segmenting skills. To 

practise oral blending the parent could say some sounds such as /c/-/u/-/p/ and 

see whether the child can pick out a cup from a group of objects. For segmenting 

practise the parent could hold up an object such as a sock and ask the child / 

children which sounds they can hear in the word sock. 

More information and interactive games to play at home can be found at: 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com 

 

Any questions or further information, please feel free to speak to Miss 

Fletcher in Nursery. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/


 

 


