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Year 4 Autumn 2 Newsletter 
Our topic is… Life Before the Chocolate Factory 

Maths English 

Maths Meeting 

In Maths Meetings this term, we will be recapping all 

the skills we’ve learnt in Maths during Year 3 as well 

as this term. We will continue to recap our Maths 

Mastery learning of place value as well as column 

addition and subtraction. We will focus on our 6, 9 

and 7 times tables ensuring we can recite these multi-

plications in and out of order confidently.    

Our current English book for this half term is ‘Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory’ by Roald Dahl. At the end 

of each day, 4C are reading ‘The City of Stolen 

Magic’ by Nazneen Ahmed Pathak and 4S are reading 

‘The Last Bear’ by Hannah Gold. Our Christmas text is 

‘Pick a Pine Tree’ by Patricia Toht.  

 

 

 

 

This half term, we will be writing a character descrip-

tion, non-chronological report and a recount. We will 

discuss the audience, purpose, genre and formality of 

our writing. We will explore how writers use sub-

headings, pronouns, past tense verbs, chronological 

order and technical vocabulary to engage the reader 

before applying these within our own writing. We will 

continue to learn the skills to edit and improve our 

work as well as creating a final piece for our writing 

display.   

To begin our unit, we will explore the inverse rela-

tionship between multiplication and division. We will 

use this knowledge later in the half term to check our 

answers. We will then learn how to multiply three 

digit numbers by a one digit number using short mul-

tiplication. After, we will learn to divide three digit 

numbers by a one digit number using short division. 

We will apply our learning to Christmas based word 

problems.    

In Maths this half term, we will be 

learning about different methods to 

multiple and divide numbers.  



Tuesday 31st October — Halloween Disco (4pm—

5pm) 

Friday 3rd November - Flu Vaccination 

Tuesday 7th November—4C + 4S Parents Evenings 

Wednesday 8th November—4S Parents Evening 

Thursday 9th November— Year 4 Mayan Day 

Thursday 9th November —4C Parents Evening 

Friday 17th November—Children in Need 

Thursday 7th December—Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 13th December—Year 4 Christmas Party 

Tuesday 19th December —Pantomime at Cast 

Wednesday 20th December—Christmas Dinner Day 

Thursday 21st December—Christmas Raffle 

Friday 22nd December—Christmas Eve/PJ day 

 

Science Music 

History 

Life Skills 

DT 

PSHE 

Geography 

Computing 

What’s happening this half term? 

In Science this half term, we learning about 

animals including humans. We will think 

about how animals digest food, learning 

about the different stages of the digestive 

system. In Snappy Science meetings, we will 

revisit our learning from Year 3 about the 

skeleton.   

In History this half term, we will continue to 

explore ‘The Maya’. We will learn about their 

important inventions such as calendars and 

the production of chocolate. For our final 

piece, we will write a persuasive argument 

about the civilisations we have learnt about 

in the past, comparing them to the everyday 

life and the social structure of the Maya, 

before deciding which civilisation has had 

the biggest influence on our lives today.   

In Geography this half term, we will      

learn about the ‘Modern Maya’. Furthermore, 

we will locate rainforests around the globe 

and understand why they are all located in 

between the Tropics.   

This half term, we will compose our own 

piece of music to accompany footage from 

the Amazon rainforest. Furthermore, we will 

write and perform our own lyrics based on 

the life of the Maya. We will continue to 

learn to play the ukulele in our lessons with 

Mr Smith.  

In DT this half term, we are focusing on 

building mechanisms by designing and mak-

ing a weaving loom! We will evaluate some 

existing products, then use this to help us to 

plan our own loom. We will think about 

where our clothes come from today, and 

learn why weaving looms were a vital part 

of Mayan culture. After producing our own 

loom, we will test it out and peer evaluate 

other children’s looms.   

Our Life Skill this term 

is safety. We will be 

discussing firework, 

road and rail safety. 

We will create posters 

to prompt safety 

around roads.   

In computing this half term, we will look at 

coding and looping.         

In PSHE, we’ll be continu-

ing to focus on our 

‘personal’ relationships. We 

will develop respect for 

individual similarities and 

differences. Furthermore, 

we will explore the theme 

of ’Make a Noise about 

Bullying’ as part of Anti-

Bullying Week. 

French 

In French this half term, we will learn and 

explore the French alphabet.  


