St. John's RC Primary School

NEWSLETTER 2nd February 2026




OPAL PLAY UPDATE

vy .

Recapuative Play Create Play

—
—_—
—

Role Play

PLAY TYPES

Fantasy Play

Oraratic Pay

Irnadnative Play

emeroleary.com

www.playscotland.org A Playworker’s Taxonomy of Play Types by Bob Hughes

In last week’s newsletter, we shared the exciting news that our school is beginning its
journey with the OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) programme. Over the next 18 months,
we will be working to transform playtimes so children can enjoy high-quality play that
supports their physical, social and emotional development.

We are incredibly grateful to our PTA, who have kindly committed to donating towards new
play resources.

As part of this work, we are forming a small parent ( or grandparent) Working Party to help
us get our play offer just right. If you can spare a couple of hours each half term, we would
love to have you involved.

Please sign up using this form if you are interested in joining us and shaping this exciting new
project! OPAL PLAY — Fill in form



https://forms.office.com/e/2vuFFFrSBf

PTA UPDATE
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1 - Valentine's disco

Tickets will be on sale via our events page soon.






2 - Everyone is welcome to the quiz night, please invite family and friends along.

LONGFORD ROAD SAFETY

Road safety
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Reminder about safety on Longford Road

We’ve noticed an increase in cars attempting 3-point turns during the busy morning drop-off
period, with some vehicles mounting the pavement. This is extremely dangerous for children,
families and other pedestrians.

Please take extra care when driving near school. We know mornings can be busy and
stressful, but a little patience goes a long way in keeping everyone safe



LET US PRAY

This week in assembly, the children will learn about Jesus’ teaching on the Beatitudes and
explore the inspiring life of St Pier Giorgio Frassati, known as “the Man of the Beatitudes.”
We will reflect on what it truly means to be “blessed” and how real happiness comes from

kindness, courage and living God’s way.

The Sermon on the Mount painting by Jan Brueghel the Elder (1568—-1625), beautifully
illustrates the moment Jesus shared these teachings.



SUNDAY’S GOSPEL
& FAMILIES
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of slander againtt you on my account. Rejoice and
Be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.®
Adapeed from Marhew 5112
The " Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A

| Getring 1o know Jesus makes e joyl.
Learn more about this Sunday's Gospel in your
focal Parizh Owech: all are very warmiy imited.

3 - WEDNESDAY WORD. Please clink on the link to read.

https://wednesday-word.paperturn-view.com/happiness?pid=MTA101634&v=200.6

4 - For up to date photos and information, please head to our Instagram page at st_johns_rc

Please use the following contacts for any queries;



admin@stjohnsrc.net - any general queries, finance/vouchers, school dinners, enrichment
and wraparound care. Monitored by the office team.

info@stjohnsrc.net — messages for teaching staff. This account is monitored by teaching
staff and office staff. Please don’t send any confidential material to this account.

pastoral@stjohnsrc.net — safeguarding or pastoral concerns. This email is only monitored by
Mrs Marsden (Pastoral Manager & Deputy Safeguarding Lead) and Mrs O’Donoghue
(Headteacher & Designated Safeguarding Lead.)

head@stjohnsrc.net — messages for the headteacher
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