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Introduction
Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core subject nor a foundation subject but the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’.
Religious Education is taught in our school because:
“Through RE, pupils encounter ancient and living traditions that have shaped the world. They explore foundational texts and the way that individuals and groups live in the world, as well as the values, beliefs and ideas that bind people together. Pupils consider deep questions that have inspired human thought throughout history, and that still challenge children and adults alike today. The knowledge that they gain stretches beyond oversimplifications: it enables pupils to derive meaning from complexity.” (Ofsted RE Review 2024)
Mere School is a Community school. We deliver RE in line with the Wiltshire Locally Agreed Syllabus and we use the Oak Academy platform as our scheme of work.
Wiltshire Agreed Syllabus Aims 
A key aim of the syllabus is to equip pupils with the tools to appreciate the complexity and fluidity of belief, acknowledging how culture, interpretation, and individual experience shape religious and non-religious worldviews. It encourages schools to engage with challenging questions and support pupils’ personal and spiritual development, making RE a vital part of their journey toward becoming thoughtful, informed, and respectful citizens.

The Agreed Syllabus for RE aims to support the development of pupils’ religious literacy and personal development by:

· enabling children and young people to become discerning, respectful human beings who are aware of their own and others’ beliefs and the impact of these on the ways they choose to live their lives (lived experience)
· providing them with substantive and cumulatively sufficient knowledge about religion and worldviews, insight into the nature of faith and belief and the skills with which to consider these
· developing pupils’ ability to consider religion and worldviews through different ‘ways of knowing’ including their personal lenses
· supporting pupils to appreciate and develop their own worldview



How is RE organised in this school?
Our approach to RE is grounded in a multidisciplinary model that draws on theology, philosophy, and social sciences. This supports a richer, more inclusive understanding of religion and worldviews, equipping students with the tools to explore belief systems critically, respectfully, and academically.

Theology (Believing)
The theological strand invites students to explore religious traditions from the inside out—examining how adherents understand and interpret their faith.

Social Sciences (Living)
This perspective examines religion and worldviews as social and cultural phenomena, focusing on how they are expressed and experienced in everyday life.

Philosophy (Thinking)
The philosophical lens encourages students to think critically and reflectively about fundamental questions of existence, ethics, and knowledge

At Mere School we ensure that sufficient time is given in order to enable pupils to meet the expectations set out in the Wiltshire Agreed Syllabus, ensuring that the curriculum is coherent and shows progression, particularly across transitions between key stages. 

The teachers plan units of work, following the structure provided by Oak Academy, for each term that is based on a key question for the children to explore. 

When the school requires mixed age classes in the lower school a rolling programme of planning will be put in place and teachers will ensure adequate differentiation is used to meet all children’s needs. 

Inclusion
The Agreed Syllabus is written as a universal core curriculum provision for all children. Inclusivity is part of its philosophy. Teachers will tailor each enquiry to meet the needs of the children in their classes. Legally, a parent/carer of a pupil may request:
• that their child be wholly or partly excused from receiving RE given in accordance with the Agreed Syllabus
• that a pupil who is wholly or partly excused from receiving RE provided by the school may receive RE of the kind desired by the parent/carer
• on the school premises, provided that it does not entail any expenditure by the responsible authority

A teacher may not be:
• required to teach RE 
• discriminated against for their religious opinions or practices.

A teacher is expected to:
• be consciously aware of the potential for their own belief and value positions to influence pupils’ experience of RE and not allow this to happen;
• maintain a position of neutrality allowing pupils to explore their own worldview without prejudice;
• respect the Equality Act and uphold the Protected Characteristics therein. If a school is facing a complex issue around withdrawal from


Assessment
Teachers are eager to ensure children are making progress with their learning throughout their RE. Therefore, each enquiry has built-in assessment.  This task is the formal opportunity for teacher assessment of the children’s knowledge of that religion, depth of critical thinking, and ability to answer the enquiry question. This stand-alone evidence is used in conjunction with other evidence such as records of discussions and annotations from other lessons within the enquiry to assist the teacher in assessing whether a child is working at the expected level or towards or beyond it. Children are assessed over three aspects of learning: 
· Believing: the ability to share the knowledge that they have acquired about the religious beliefs and practices they have learnt about
· Living: the ability to understand how these beliefs are expressed and experienced in everyday life
· Thinking: the ability to ask questions and reflect about what they have learnt 
Recording and tracking progress 
RE data is imputed onto our school tracker at the end of every year. 
Reporting to Parents/Carers
Teachers provide a level of attainment for RE on the end of year report.
Monitoring and evaluation (3yr cycle) 
The RE leader monitors delivery of the programme through observation and discussion with teaching staff, as well as discussions with children and scrutiny of their written work to ensure consistent and coherent curriculum provision.
Evaluation of the programme’s effectiveness is conducted on the basis of:
· Pupil and teacher evaluation of the content and learning processes
· Staff meetings to review and share experience
· Monitoring of assessment to ensure progression throughout the school.

External contributors
RE gives particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, challenge stereotypes and build understanding of other cultures and beliefs. This contributes to promoting a positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights. 
External contributors from the community, e.g. local clergy, local members/speakers from other religions etc make a valuable contribution to the RE programme as do visits to places of worship.  Their input is carefully planned and monitored so as to fit into and complement the programme.
Teachers are always present during these sessions and remain responsible for the effective delivery of the RE programme.
The Learning Environment
Establishing a safe, open and positive learning environment based on trusting relationships between all members of the class, adults and children alike, is vital. To enable this, it is important that respect for each others’ views and beliefs and those of the believers of that religion is encouraged at all times and that any artefacts are handled with respect and care.  Sensitive and controversial issues are certain to arise in learning from real-life experience and discussing personal beliefs so teachers ensure the qualities of respect and empathy are apparent at all times in all lessons.  
Topics are presented using a variety of views and beliefs so that pupils are able to form their own, informed opinions but also respect that others have the right to different opinions. Teachers should never feel obliged to discuss their own beliefs unless they feel comfortable doing so and can ensure that this will not influence or restrict the children’s own expression. 
Links to other policies and curriculum areas
We recognise the clear link between RE and the following policies and staff are aware of the need to refer to these policies when appropriate. 
· Collective Worship Policy
· Teaching and Learning Policy
· Equal Opportunities Policy
· Child Protection Policy 
· SMSC/PSHE Policy
· British Values
· Prevent Strategy

Training and support for staff
All staff benefit from training in order to enhance their RE delivery skills.  Opportunities are provided for staff to identify individual training needs on a yearly basis and relevant support is provided. 
In addition to this, support for teaching and understanding RE issues is incorporated in our staff INSET programme, drawing on staff expertise and/or a range of external agencies.
Dissemination 
This policy is available on our school website where it can be accessed by the community. Training is regularly delivered to staff on the policy content. Copies are available from the school office on request from parents/carers. 
Policy Review
This policy is reviewed annually. 
	
	Signed Headteacher
	Signed Chair of Governors

	Date of review:
	

	

	Date of next review:
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Mere School RE Overview 2026 (Wiltshire Agreed Syllabus and Oak College )
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By the end of EYFS pupils ca:

* Know that some stories are important to people.

* Know that people in our community or around the world celebrate festivals for a reason

* Notice how some things are same and different on people’s homes
National Content Standard:

*  Use photos to observe home lives of some people from a religious tradition, from at least two different contexts
* Notice some things that are the same in the homes and some that are
* Notice that some things in their own homes are the same and some are different
*_Notice that everyone is not the same

ifferent
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By end of KS1 pupils can:

Retell, recognise and find meanings in what different people believe.

Recall, name and talk about what different people believe.

Explore and respond sensitively to the different ways in which people express their belief

Talk about the ways in which people express their belief. Think about their own expression of belief.
Begin to express ideas and opinions about what they have learnt about the way people think.
Explore and think about their own feelings, ideas and actions.

Thi

here does this story come from? To whom is it important? How does it impact on how people live?

iving: What is this telling me? What is happening and when?? How do | know?

g: What do | think about this? What questions do | have?
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