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The River Thames is the longest river entirely in England, at 215 miles long. London is based at the head of its 50-mile 
estuary leading to the North Sea. The Romans originally formed ‘Londinium’ in about 47CE, using the river as a 

valuable trade route. It continues to be a vital waterway for South-east UK today. 
 

 

Tower of London 
 
The Tower of London is a historic 
castle based on the north side of the 
River Thames in central London. It 

was founded in 1066 after the Norman Conquest. It 
was used as a prison from 1100 until 1952. It also 
where the Crown Jewels are kept. 

Big Ben 
 
Big Ben is the name given to the clock 
tower at the north end of the Palace of 
Westminster. When it was built in 1859, it 
was the largest chiming clock in the 
world. It is now a British cultural icon that 
is recognised all over the world. 

Buckingham Palace 
 

Buckingham Palace is the London 
residence of the monarch (King or 

Queen) of England. Elizabeth II currently lives in the 
palace. The building has existed since 1703. The 
palace has 775 rooms and the garden is the largest 
private garden in London. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral 
 

St. Paul’s cathedral is in the City of 
London. The old version of the 
cathedral, built 1310, was the tallest 
building in the world until 1311. It 
was destroyed in the 1666 Great Fire of London and 
was rebuilt, designed by Christopher Wren. 

-London is the capital city (and the largest city) 
of both England and the United Kingdom. 

-London has been a major settlement for around 
two millenniums – it was founded by the 

Romans. 

-It was originally called Londinium. 

-London is a very large city, with around 9 
million people living in it (14 million if you include 

its wider metropolitan area). 

-It is considered to be one of the most important 
global cities, being a major commercial, tourist, 

banking and education centre. 

Geography 

In the United Kingdom, there are four countries - England, Scotland, Wales 

and Northern Ireland.  

Each country has a capital city: 

 England -London,  

 Scotland - Edinburgh,  

 Wales –Cardiff, 

 Northern Ireland - Belfast. 

Bolton-Upon-Dearne is a village in Barnsley which is in Yorkshire. 
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