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Communication and Language  

In FS2 we will focus on children becoming more confident in communicating their own ideas in clear 
sentences. We develop children’s communication skills through regular circle times and lots of 
sharing of varied stories and non-fiction texts to build children’s vocabulary. We will study a range of 
texts such as ‘The Three Little Pigs, ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ to support 
children’s language skills (more details can be found in the Reading section). These texts will support 
lots of discussion, role-play/imaginative play opportunities where children could articulate their own 
thoughts, feelings and experiences linked to the books. We will support children to become confident 
to recount key events in their own lives such as birthdays and special times with their family.  
 
We take part in a range of activities to build story telling skills. Please see more details in the Reading 
section.  
 

 
 

Physical Development  

In FS2 our curriculum focuses heavily on developing children’s fine motor and gross motor skills. We 
use programmes such as Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle and Dough Disco to support early writing skills. 
Also children participate in a range of movement activities to build core body strength and co-
ordination. Fine motor skills are very important for early writing; children will learn to sew, chop and 
cut with knives, cut using scissors independently and manipulate materials during art and craft 
activities. 
 
To support gross motor skills, children have a P.E sessions, learning about spatial awareness, 
balance, co-ordination and team games. Children will take part in units focusing on developing key 
skills in ‘games’, ‘gymnastics’ and dance’. We also promote self-care routines through dressing and 
undressing for P.E from January of the FS2 year to promote independence and fine motor 
development e.g. zips and buttons. Also, children are taught to be independent – putting on own 
shoes, coats and are shown how to zip them up independently.  
 
Other activities such as obstacle courses outdoors, as well as riding bikes/scooters will be promoted 
in this area of development. Our focus on healthy living will include chopping fruit, again supporting 
fine motor development. Children will have opportunities to try new foods to vary their experiences 
and learn about a healthy diet.  
 
 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Staff will support our children to gain confidence, to become more resilient and try new activities. 
Regular circle times will support children to share their own thoughts and feelings, as well as learn 
about the importance of listening to others.  
 
We take part in regular ring games as well as team building opportunities such as building a large-
scale train using big junk yard construction. Jigsaws, group re-telling of familiar stories and maths 
games will be promoted to encourage children to develop their turn taking skills. 
 
In FS2 we focus on building children’s skills to independently resolve conflicts, to become 
independent in self-care and doing things for themselves and become able to wait with patience.  
Also, we will learn about important dates in our own lives e.g., birthdays, Christmas and other special 
times and the lives of others.  
 



Reading  

In EYFS at Heather Garth we teach Reading through a focus text. This text underpins our learning for 
a number of weeks e.g., we read the story, learn key vocabulary from the text and talk about key 
events. Children also gain skills such as prediction, sequencing a story’s key events and discussing 
character and the setting. If your child has attended our FS1 provision, we build upon their prior 
knowledge, digging deeper into key texts to support their reading skills at the appropriate level for 
their age.  
 
Our key texts for the year include:  
 
The Colour Monster 
The Gingerbread Man  
The Owl Babies  
The Christmas Story 
The Three Little Pigs 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Handa’s Surprise  
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
 
We also share non fiction texts linked to building/homes, minibeasts and bears. In addition, we study 
some age-appropriate poetry e.g. flower and minibeast poems.  
 
We re-tell our own stories through ‘Helicopter Stories’ which involves children orally re-telling their 
own stories, adults scribe for them and then we act the stories out ourselves. We also complete ‘Sing 
a Song, Tell a Tale’ which again supports story telling skills.  
 
Phonics is taught through the ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’ programme – details have 
been shared with you and can also be found on the website.  
 
 

 

Writing  

In FS2 we continue to build upon your child’s gross motor and fine motor skills. For instance, we 
complete ‘Squiggle While You Wiggle’ which is a gross motor/movement programme linked to music. 
Children also participate in lots of dance/movement activities to support their development for writing. 
Dough Disco is used to develop fine motor skills (small finger/hand movements) ready for writing.  
 
Children have daily access to a mark making/writing area to develop children’s drawing/writing skills. 
A range of media is provided – felt tips, chalks, felt tips, pencil crayons, pens and pencils. Children 
are encouraged to mark make using clipboards and paper in a range of provision areas such as 
construction e.g. designing their own model/building before creating it.  
 
Letter formation is taught linked to our Little Wandle Phonics programme. Name writing is also a 
focus to develop children’s confidence in writing.  
 
From the Autumn term we teach writing using ‘Drawing Club’. This involves a focus e.g. a book or 
picture that is used a stimulus. Children then draw their own pictures linked to this. As they become 
more confident with phonics, they then write words, captions and then sentences linked to their own 
drawings.  

 
 



Mathematics 

In Mathematics we follow the White Rose scheme where we teach children the fundamental basic 
skills of number, shape, space and measure. Children participate in a daily maths carpet time where 
they learn key skills and knowledge such as counting using number names in the correct order, 
counting using 1:1 correspondence, recognising numbers up to 10 and ordering numbers. We learn 
to form numbers using number rhymes to help us to write them correctly. Children then move on to 
simple addition and subtraction, doubles and sharing/halving. In FS2 we support all our children to 
learn about 2d and 3d shapes, describing their properties e.g. 4 sides on a square. We also support 
children’s understanding of size, length, weight and capacity. We learn the days of the week and the 
months of the year through daily songs and activities.  
 
Within continuous provision children have access to a range of mathematical activities such as 
jigsaws, number and shape games and technological play e.g. phones and calculators. Children have 
opportunities to develop mathematical vocabulary and knowledge both indoors and outdoors.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design  

In FS2 we will support children to express themselves through a range of media. Children will have 
varied opportunities to paint, draw, make models, construct, sing, dance. Children will use our 
continuous provision areas to independently make their own creations. They will have access to a 
variety of art and design equipment such as paints, paint brushes, card, cardboard, chalks, wax 
crayons and scissors. Skills such as colour mixing are taught and we promote children to express 
themselves creatively using different materials.  
 
Artists such as Vincent Van Gogh and Andy Goldsworthy will support our creative learning. We will 
make natural art using a range of materials such as sticks, stones, leaves and conkers. We will also 
draw and paint flowers linked to Van Gogh’s ‘Sunflowers’ painting.  
 
Children will learn about rhythm, beat and tempo in Music. We will gain a repertoire of songs and 
rhymes linked to Mathematics and our topics such as songs linked to Spring time and growing, as 
well as songs linked to one of some of our core stories. We will listen to and appreciate different types 
of music from around the world.  
 
We will learn about different techniques to make models. Children will also have the opportunity to 
sew – learning the ‘pinch, push, pull’ method when using a needle safely.  

 

Understanding of the World  

Our FS2 curriculum allows children to learn about and appreciate a variety of cultures. We will study 
Diwali, Christmas and Easter. Children will also have the opportunity to learn about Ramadan.  
 
We will focus on the importance of keeping our own body healthy, eating a balanced diet and looking 
after our teeth. Hand washing and keeping clean is also a key focus.  
 
In our FS2 curriculum we learn about growth of plants. We will learn about the 5 key things plants 
need to grow and will look after our own plants in our outdoor area.  
 
We will take part in lots of walks in our school grounds and learn to observe seasonal changes; noting 
the falling and changing colour of leaves in Autumn, the need for a coat, scarf and gloves in Winter 
due to the temperature change and the growing of green leaves and flowers in Spring. In Summer, 
we will learn about the importance of sun cream, wearing a hat and drinking plenty of water to keep 
cool.  



 
We will also complete a walk of the local area – looking at key areas of Bolton Upon Dearne and the 
different types of houses around the area. As part of this we will learn about simple maps linked to 
walking to school.  
 
Our children will also acquire key computing skills. We have access to a desktop computer to play 
age-appropriate games. Children will learn to take photos using an Ipad as well as learn about other 
forms of technology. As the year progresses, FS2 children visit the ICT suite to become more 
confident with using the equipment.  

 

Enrichment Activities 

Throughout the year, FS2 take part in a range of enrichment activities.  
 
We visit the Lamproom Theatre in December to watch the Christmas Pantomime.  
 
Our educational visit is to The Butterfly House in the summer term where we will get to observe a 
range of minibeasts and animals.  
 
We also have a visit from a farmer who will share photographs of his farm and tell us about his daily 
activities as a farmer.  

 


