ST OSWALD’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
MISSION STATEMENT
With Christ at the centre of our community,
our mission is to live, love and learn as Jesus taught us.


SEND Information Report September 2026 
St Oswald’s Catholic Primary in Longton is a truly inclusive school, celebrating every child’s individual strengths. We provide a welcoming and nurturing environment in which every child is valued as a unique individual and given every opportunity to flourish. 

Our approach to Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) is rooted in the belief that every child can learn, make progress and develop their individual strengths and talents. We recognise that children learn in different ways and at different rates, and we seek to understand each child as an individual so that our provision responds to their strengths, needs, interests and aspirations.

We work in partnership with children, parents and other agencies to provide the best possible outcomes for all our children, including those with a range of additional and complex needs. The school’s SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) policy and procedures ensure that high expectations, early intervention and appropriate support for all our children in in place to ensure our children reach their full potential.
 
At St Oswald’s we are committed to:

· Safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of all children and adults
· Unlocking every child’s potential to learn and succeed
· Identifying additional needs as early as possible
· Providing appropriate support and intervention
· Removing barriers to learning
· Working in partnership with children, parents and carers
· Working collaboratively with other professionals and services where appropriate
· Enabling children with SEND to participate fully in the life of the school
· Maintaining high expectations for all pupils.

Our inclusive approach reflects our Catholic ethos and our belief in the dignity, worth and uniqueness of every individual.
Every child belongs at St Oswald’s, and every child is encouraged to learn, achieve, participate and thrive.
 
	Name of the Special Educational Needs/ Disabilities Coordinator: Mrs H Dean


	Contact Details: 

Email: w.rothwell@longton-st-oswalds.lancs.sch.uk

Telephone: 01772 613402



	

	The Kinds of SEND we provide for: 

	St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School is a mainstream primary school, catering for children aged 4-11 years (EYFS to Year 6). We recognise that a child’s needs should not be defined solely by a diagnosis. Our focus is on understanding the individual child, identifying barriers to learning and participation, and putting appropriate support in place.


The 0-25 SEND Code of Practice (2015) identifies ‘four broad areas of special educational need and support’:
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The SEND Code of Practice states that:

Many children and young people have difficulties that fit clearly into one of these areas; some have needs that span two or more areas; for others the precise nature of their need may not be clear at the outset.

It provides statutory guidance for organisations that work with and support children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities.

You can read the SEND Code of Practice here.

Currently we are meeting the needs of children with the following:
• Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
• Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
• Dyslexia
• Dyscalculia
• Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)
• Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) difficulties
• Specific Learning Difficulties (SPLD) 
• Physical Difficulties (PD) 
• Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD)
• Hearing Impairment (HI)
• Visual Impairment (VI) 




	Statement of Inclusion 

	At St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School, we believe that all children have the right to belong, participate, achieve and experience success, regardless of their individual needs or circumstances.

We aim to identify additional needs at the earliest opportunity and use a graduated approach of assess, plan, do and review to ensure that provision is appropriate, purposeful and focused on positive outcomes. High-quality, inclusive teaching is at the heart of our provision, with adaptations and reasonable adjustments made where necessary to enable pupils with SEND to access the curriculum and participate fully in school life. Where children require additional support, this may include targeted interventions, small-group work, individual support or more specialist provision, according to their identified needs.

We recognise the importance of pupil voice and parental partnership. Children and their families are central to the SEND process, and we seek to listen carefully to their views, understand their experiences and involve them in decisions about support and provision. We work collaboratively with parents and carers, school staff and, where appropriate, external professionals and specialist services to develop a shared understanding of need and to secure the best possible outcomes for each child.

Our inclusive approach extends beyond academic progress. We promote pupils’ social, emotional, physical and spiritual development, confidence, independence and sense of belonging. Pupils with SEND are encouraged and supported to take part in the full range of opportunities available at St Oswald’s, including the wider curriculum, enrichment activities, sport, outdoor learning, clubs and the wider life of our school and community.

At St Oswald’s, we have high aspirations for every pupil with SEND. We do not define children by their difficulties; instead, we seek to remove barriers to learning, build on strengths and provide the right support to enable every child to make progress and develop their potential. Where a child has more complex or specific needs, we work with families and relevant professionals to ensure that appropriate specialist advice and provision are sought.






Below are St Oswald’s current responses to frequently asked questions by parents or carers: 
 
We are constantly looking at how we can improve the provision for our pupils. To this end the information in these responses will be regularly reviewed and updated as necessary. The voices of children and young people and their families will be valued and there will be opportunities for them to influence change.

	How do we know if children need extra help?

	A concern may be raised because:

· A parent or carer has concerns
· A child expresses a concern or identifies a difficulty
· A teacher or other member of staff identifies a concern
· Information is shared by a previous school or early years setting
· A child is making less progress than expected
· Assessment or test information indicates an area of difficulty
· There is a change in a child’s behaviour, emotional wellbeing or presentation
· A child is experiencing difficulties accessing learning or participating in school life
· Information from another professional indicates that additional support may be required

Identification is an ongoing process. We consider the whole child and use assessment information, classroom observations, professional advice, parental information and the child’s own views where appropriate.

Where a concern is identified, the class teacher will normally be the first point of contact. The SENCO can then become involved where further discussion, assessment or support is required.



	The following policies are available and reflect the school’s commitment to inclusion, safety and well-being of children:

	Our SEND arrangements are supported by the following school policies and plans:

· Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Policy
· SEND Local Offer
· Accessibility Plan
· Safeguarding/ Child Protection policy
· Behaviour Policy
· Teaching and Learning policy
· Anti-Bullying Policy
· Health and Safety Policies
· Manual Handling
· Positive Restraint
· Care and Control Policy
· Staff and pupil Wellbeing Policy 

These documents are available through the school website where applicable.



	What should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?

	If you have concerns about your child’s learning, development, communication, wellbeing or participation in school, please speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance.

If you would like to discuss your child’s needs in more detail, an appointment can be arranged with the SENCO, Mrs Dean, through the school office.

We value information from parents and carers and recognise that you know your child best. Your views and concerns are an important part of understanding your child’s needs.



 
	How do we support children with SEND?

	Our starting point is high-quality, inclusive teaching.
Teachers plan learning carefully and adapt teaching, resources and activities where necessary to remove barriers and enable pupils to access the curriculum.

Depending on a child’s identified needs, support may include:
· Differentiated classroom activities and resources
· Additional explanation, modelling or practice
· Targeted support from a teaching assistant
· Individual or small-group support
· Targeted interventions
· Additional pastoral support
· Specialist resources or equipment
· Advice from external professionals
· Specialist or off-site provision where this is necessary and appropriate.
· Support is reviewed regularly so that we can consider whether it is helping the child to make progress and whether provision needs to change.

If appropriate, an Individual Education Plan (IEP) will be drawn up by the class teacher. It will be differentiated accordingly to suit the pupil’s individual needs, setting individual targets. 









	Our graduated approach: Assess, Plan, Do, Review

	Where a child has an identified or emerging special educational need, we use a graduated approach to provision.
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Assess
We gather information about the child’s strengths, needs, progress and barriers to learning. This may include information from:

· The child
· Parents and carers
· The class teacher
· Teaching assistants
· Assessment information
· Previous educational settings
· External professionals where appropriate

Plan
Where additional provision is required, we identify appropriate strategies, adaptations, interventions and outcomes. Parents and carers are involved in discussions about their child’s support.

Where appropriate, individual targets or plans may be used to clarify the support and outcomes being worked towards.

Do
The agreed support is implemented by school staff. This may take place within the classroom, individually or through a small-group intervention.

Review
Provision and progress are reviewed regularly. We consider what difference the support has made and use this information to inform the next steps.

Pupil Progress Meetings take place each term and provide an opportunity for teachers and senior leaders to review pupil progress and identify where further support may be required.





	How do we adapt the curriculum and learning environment?

	We aim to ensure that pupils with SEND can access a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum.

Teachers adapt learning according to individual needs. This may include:
· Breaking learning into smaller steps
· Adapting tasks and resources
· Providing additional adult support
· Using visual or practical resources
· Providing additional opportunities for repetition and practice
· Adapting written tasks
· Providing specialist equipment
· Providing targeted intervention to address identified areas of need

Where appropriate, teaching assistants support pupils individually or within small groups.

Our aim is not simply to provide additional adult support, but to develop pupils’ independence, confidence and ability to access learning as successfully as possible.




	How do we work with parents and carers? 

	We believe that parents and carers are essential partners in supporting children with SEND.

Parents and carers can contribute discuss their child’s progress through:

· Discussions with the class teacher
· Meetings with the SENCO
· Discussions following assessments or review meetings
· Communication about strategies that can be used at home
· Meetings with external professionals where appropriate

Parents will be kept informed about their child’s progress and can request an appointment with the class teacher or SENCO where they wish to discuss their child’s needs in greater detail.

Where appropriate, school staff or external professionals may provide advice or programmes that can be used to support learning and development at home.

IEPs will be sent home on a termly basis and you will be able to meet and discuss your child’s targets with their class teacher. 

Parents are encouraged to contact school if they have questions or concerns between scheduled meetings.


 
	How do we support children with medical needs?

	Where a pupil has a medical need, appropriate arrangements are made in partnership with parents/carers and relevant medical professionals.

Where required, a detailed care plan is agreed and shared with the staff who need to know in order to support the child safely.

Medicines may be administered in school, where appropriate, with parental agreement and where the required documentation and care arrangements are in place.

The wellbeing and safety of pupils with medical needs remain central to our provision.


 


	How do we support children’s social, emotional and mental health?

	We recognise that children learn best when they feel safe, secure, valued and emotionally supported.

We provide a range of pastoral support for pupils who experience emotional, social or behavioural difficulties.

Support may include:

· Access to the class teacher for check-ins and support
· Support from teaching assistants
· Access to the school counsellor
· Opportunities for children to discuss worries or concerns with trusted adults
· Strategies to support children who find unstructured times such as lunchtime difficult
· Targeted pastoral support
· Appropriate intervention or advice from external services where required

Our approach is preventative as well as responsive. We aim to understand the reasons behind a child’s difficulties and provide appropriate support to enable them to participate positively in school life.



	What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

	Where a child’s needs require advice or assessment beyond the expertise available within school, we work with appropriate external professionals.
The school has accessed support from services including:
· Educational Psychologist
· Specialist Teacher
· CAMHS (Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service)
· Deaf and Hearing Impaired Team
· Visual Impairment Team 
· Speech and Language Therapist
· Occupational Therapist
· Physiotherapist
· Paediatricians
· School Nurse
· Social Care
 
Referrals are made in partnership with parents/carers where appropriate.
External professionals may assess a child, provide advice and recommend strategies or programmes of support for school and home.
Where Educational Psychology involvement is appropriate, the psychologist may meet with parents/carers, provide feedback following assessment and advise school and family about appropriate support. 





	How do we support staff to meet the needs of pupils with SEND?

	We recognise that effective SEND provision depends upon staff having the knowledge, skills and confidence to identify needs and adapt teaching appropriately.

All staff receive SEND-related training and are kept informed about relevant special educational needs throughout the year.

Training undertaken by staff has included areas such as:

· Attachment and Trauma
· First Aid Mental Health
· Lego Therapy
· Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
· Dyslexia
· Speech and Language
· PIVATS training.

Training and professional development are reviewed in response to the needs of the children currently attending the school.
 



 
	How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?

	We believe that pupils with SEND should have full access to the wider life of the school.

School activities and educational visits are available to all pupils. Appropriate planning and risk assessments are undertaken so that reasonable arrangements can be made to enable pupils with SEND to participate.

Where an individual pupil requires a high level of 1:1 support to participate safely in an activity, this will be discussed with parents/carers and appropriate arrangements considered.

We aim to remove barriers wherever possible rather than unnecessarily exclude pupils from activities. 



	How accessible is the school environment?

	We are committed to improving accessibility and ensuring that individual access needs are considered.
Current accessibility arrangements include:
· Ramps into school to make the site accessible to all.
· Accessible parking facilities.
· Visual environment – whiteboard and interactive whiteboards are at the front of the room and centered. 
· Information is available in different sized fonts for pupils who need it.
· Toilets adapted for disabled users.
· Double doors for wheelchair access. 
Individual access requirements can be discussed with the school so that appropriate arrangements can be considered.
The school has an Accessibility Plan, available through the school website. 



	How will the school prepare and support my child when joining St Oswald’s or transferring to a new school?

	We recognise that transitions can be particularly significant for children with SEND. We therefore plan carefully for changes of setting, class, teacher and school.

Starting School: 
Our Little Owls programme provides opportunities for children starting school to become familiar with St Oswald’s.
This includes:
· Visits during the summer term
· “Play and stay” opportunities with parents/carers
· Visits involving nursery or early years staff
· Opportunities to visit the new classroom
· Meetings with parents/carers
· Visits by EYFS staff to children in their pre-school settings
Where concerns are identified, the SENCO (Mrs Dean) may visit the setting and meet with parents/carers.                       Individual arrangements, including adaptations to starting arrangements, may be considered where necessary.
Moving between year groups:
We recognise that moving to a new class can be unsettling for some pupils.
Children are supported through:
· Visits to their new classroom
· Opportunities to meet their new teacher and teaching assistant
· Opportunities to become familiar with their new environment
· Information sharing between staff
· Opportunities to discuss worries and ask questions
· Additional visits where required
· Meetings between teachers and parents/carers where appropriate
Moving to secondary school:
We work with pupils and families to support transition to secondary school.
This can include:
· Opportunities for pupils to discuss concerns about transition
· Visits from secondary school staff
· Transition days
· Additional visits where needed
· Information sharing between St Oswald’s and the receiving secondary school
· Communication between SENCOs to ensure that relevant information about SEND needs and provision is shared
Joining the school during the year:
When a child joins St Oswald’s during the school year, we aim to make the transition as smooth as possible.
This may include:
· A tour of the school with parents/carers
· Meeting the new teacher
· Visiting the classroom
· An opportunity to spend part of a day in school before starting
· Contact with the child’s previous school
· Communication with the SENCO where concerns or additional needs have been identified
Individual arrangements can be considered where necessary.



	How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to the children’s special educational needs?

	The school’s SEND funding is used to provide additional support and resources according to pupils’ individual needs.
Funding may be used for:
· Teaching assistant support
· Individual support for pupils with EHCPs where required
· Targeted interventions
· Specialist resources and equipment
· Pastoral and wellbeing support
· Counselling provision
· Specialist or off-site provision where appropriate
The school currently provides teaching assistant support within classes and 1:1 support for pupils with an EHC where this is specified and required. SEND funding also contributes to counselling and access to specialist off-site provision where appropriate.
Decisions about additional provision are informed by assessment, pupil progress, identified needs, professional advice and discussion between school staff.
The Senior Leadership Team oversees SEND provision and reviews how SEND funding is used. The governing body receives information about SEND provision and the use of SEND funding. 



	At St Oswald’s SEND Funding is spent on the following:

	All provision for SEND pupils is overseen and managed by the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) and is coordinated by the Special Educational Needs Coordinator, who is a member of the SLT. The SLT monitor, review and evaluate all SEND provision on a regular basis throughout the year and report to the school governing body on how individual needs are being met and how SEND funding from the local authority is being spent. Individual families are able to access clear information about how funding is used to support individual learners. 

Examples of how SEND Funding is spent in school:
•	Teaching Assistant support for each class and 1:1 support for pupils with EHCP plans
•	Part time counsellor 




	How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive?

	The Headteacher, SENCO and the class teacher will agree the level of support needed. This may take the form of additional individual or small group support in class or in other focus groups tailored to the pupils needs. During their school life, if further concerns are identified due to the pupil’s lack of progress or well-being then other interventions will be arranged.



	[bookmark: _GoBack]How will I be involved in discussions about planning for my child’s education?

	All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s education. This may be through:

· Discussions with the class teacher
· Parent evenings during the Autumn and Spring Term
· Discussions with the Headteacher, SENCo, or other professionals
· Review meetings for IEPs or EHCs. 



	How do we monitor and evaluate SEND provision?

	The school monitors, reviews and evaluates SEND provision throughout the year.
This includes consideration of:
· Pupil progress
· The effectiveness of interventions
· The impact of adaptations and additional support
· Pupil wellbeing
· Parental and pupil feedback
· Information from external professionals
· The use and impact of SEND funding
The governing body receives information about how individual needs are being met and how SEND funding is being used.
We are committed to continuous improvement and regularly review our provision to identify where further development is required.



	Safeguarding and SEND

	The safeguarding and wellbeing of children and adults is central to our school ethos.

Children with SEND can be particularly vulnerable and staff remain alert to individual safeguarding needs.

Our SEND provision operates alongside the school’s safeguarding and child protection procedures. Staff follow the school's safeguarding arrangements and relevant policies, including those relating to behaviour, anti-bullying, wellbeing and health and safety.

Where concerns arise, these are managed in accordance with the school's safeguarding procedures.



	How can parents raise a concern or seek further information?

	If you have a concern about your child’s education or SEND provision, please speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance.

If you would like to discuss your concerns further, you can arrange an appointment with the SENCO or Headteacher through the school office.

We aim to resolve concerns through open communication and partnership with families.

Parents and carers can also access information and support through the Lancashire SEND Local Offer, which brings together information about education, health, social care and voluntary-sector support for children and young people with SEND and their families.



	Who can I contact for further information?

	If you wish to discuss your child’s educational needs, please contact one of the following:
 
· The class teacher is the initial point of contact for responding to parental concerns. 

· The school SENCO, Mrs Dean, can be contacted via the school office at: w.rothwell@longton-st-oswalds.lancs.sch.uk 

· The school’s headteacher, Mr Hough, can be contacted via the school office at: w.rothwell@longton-st-oswalds.lancs.sch.uk 


Appointments can be made through the school Office
Telephone: 01772 613402




	Reviewing our SEND Information Report

	Our SEND Information Report is reviewed regularly to ensure that it accurately reflects the provision available at St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School.

We value the views of children, parents and carers and use feedback to help us identify areas for improvement.

We are committed to ensuring that our SEND provision remains responsive to the needs of our pupils and families.

This report should be read alongside the school's SEND Policy and SEND Local Offer.

Date of publication: September 2026
Review date: September 2027
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