
Whole School Historical Vocabulary 
                                                                                                                                                                    
 

EYFS Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
before 
after 
tomorrow 
today 
yesterday 
old/ new 
same/ different 
long ago 
a long time ago 
past 
in order 
child 
adult 
childhood 
knight 
castle 
dragon 
Saint  
celebrate 
celebration 
event 
tradition 
change 
how, why? 
because 
I wonder …? 
find out 

then / now 
past / present 
last year/ last 
week/ last month 
significant 
history 
historian 
artefact 
museum 
sequence 
timeline 
king/queen 
compare 

century 
decade 
beyond living 
memory 
within living 
memory 
source 
evidence 
local 
discovery 
explorer 
museum 
modern 
sequence 
 

AD/BC 
ancient 
civilisations 
agriculture 
archaeology 
chronology 
Bronze Age 
Iron Age 
Stone Age 
global 
gods/goddesses 
hunter-gatherer 
invention 
nomad 
metal-working 
prehistory 
Dark Ages 
millennium 
 
 
 
 

church 
Christianity 
colony 
conquest 
crusades 
emigrant 
immigrant 
migration 
emperor 
empire 
missionary 
monastery 
nation 
peasant 
pope 
rebellion 
revoke 
revolt 
settler 
period 
 
 
 

aristocracy 
causation 
court 
continuity 
democracy 
execution 
international 
monarchy 
parliament 
traitor 
treason 
interpretation 
duration 
disaster 
 
 
 
 
 
 

diversity 
heresy 
sacrifice 
calendar 
Islam 
slave 
myths and 
legends 
 

 


