
Geography Whole School Progression of Vocabulary  

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Locational 
Knowledge  

- capital city 
- city 
- countries 
- England 
- equator 
- location 
- North Pole 
- Republic of 
Ireland 
- Scotland 
- South Pole 
- United 
Kingdom 
- Wales 
- world 

- Africa 
- Antarctica  
– Arctic Ocean 
- Asia 
- Atlantic Ocean 
- Australasia 
- capital city 
- Celtic Sea  
- continent 
- country  
- English Channel 
- Europe 
- European 
- Indian Ocean 
- Irish Sea  
- Leigh  
- Non-European 
- North America 
- North Sea 
- Pacific Ocean 
- South America 
- Southern Ocean 
- United Kingdom 
- Wigan 
 

- Africa  
- British Isles 
- city 
- continent 
- country 
- East 
- Egypt 
- Great Britain 
- locality 
- neighbouring 
- North 
- North East 
- North West 
- Northern 
Hemisphere 
- The Nile Valley 
- regions 
- South  
- South East 
- South West 
- United Kingdom 
- West 
 
 

-  cities 
- continent – 
counties  
- country  
- East 
- European 
- locality 
- North 
- North East 
- North West 
- Northern 
Hemisphere 
- regions 
- Ring of Fire 
- South 
- South East 
- South West  
- Southern  
Hemisphere 
- Tropic of 
Cancer 
- Tropic of 
Capricorn 
- West. 
 

- British Empire 
- capital cities 
- countries 
- country 
- latitude 
- longitude 
- North America 
- regions 
- South America 
 
 
 

- Ancient Greece 
- Antarctic Circle 
- Arctic Circle 
- cities 
- Europe 
- East 
- geographical 
location 
- North 
- North East 
- North Pole 
- North West  
- Scandinavia 
- South 
- South East  
- South West 
- West 
 
 

Place 
Knowledge  

- city 
- cold 
- hot 
- Liverpool 
- local area 
- London 
- Lowton 
- Manchester 
- place 
- town 
- Wigan 
 
 
 
 

- Belfast 
- Cape Town 
- Cardiff 
- different 
- Edinburgh 
- England 
- environment 
- local area 
- London 
- place 
- Republic of Ireland 
- same 
- Scotland 
- South Africa 
- Southport 
- Wales 
 

- Aswan Dam 
- Cairo 
- contrasting 
- destination  
- environment 
- European 
- France 
- local area 
- Lowton 
- Paris 
- Tatton Park 
- The  
Mediterranean Sea 
- The Pyramids 
- The Red Sea 
- The Valley of the 
Kings. 

- characteristics 
- differing 
- England 
- environment 
- equator  
- London 
- rainforest 
- similar 
- United 
Kingdom 
 
 

- biomes 
- Brazil 
- change 
- characteristics 
- currency 
- differing 
- distribution 
- Earth 
- economic 
- factories 
- migration 
- North West 
- region 
- rural 
- similar 
- society 
- transport 
- United 
Kingdom 
- vegetation 
belts 
 

- community 
- environment 
- Greece 
- Inuit 
- Polar 
- population 
- settlement 
- tundra 
 - United Kingdom 
- vegetation 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography 

- buildings  
- features 
- manmade 
- natural 
- seasons 
- weather 
 

- features 
- oceans 
- manmade 
- natural 
- surrounding seas 
- weather 
 
  
 
 

- Autumn 
- crops 
- dam 
- fertile land 
- human features 
- physical features 
- sea 
- seasons 
- Spring 
- Summer 
- weather 
- Winter 
 

- active 
- ash cloud 
- biomes 
- conduit 
- crater 
- dormant 
- earthquake 
- Earth’s crust 
- Earth’s surface 
- extinct 
- human features 
- lava 
- layers 
- magma 
- physical 
features 
- river 
- tectonic plates 
- tsunami 
- vegetation belt 

- climate 
- climate zones 
- coasts 
- hills 
- human 
characteristics 
- human 
features 
- Industrial 
Revolution 
- landscape 
- mountains 
- pollution  
- physical 
characteristics 
- physical 
characteristics 
- rivers 

- biodiversity  
- climate 
- climate change 
- distribution 
- economical 
features 
- eco-system 
- energy 
- environmental 
change 
- food 
- glacier 
- human features 
- infrastructure 
- mineral extraction 
- minerals  
- natural resources 
- peninsula  
- permafrost 
- physical features 
- sites 
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- vent 
- volcano 
- water cycle 
- weather 
 
 

- sustainable 
development 
- trade links 
- water 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 

- charts 
- maps 
- pictures 
- plans 
- route 
- survey 
- world map 

- fieldwork 
- map 
- world map 

- aerial photographs  
- atlases 
- compass 
- compass points 
- digital photographs 
- fieldwork 
- key 
- map 
- scaled map 
- symbols 
- tables 
- tally charts 
- world map 
 

 
 

- aerial 
photographs 
- atlas 
- charts 
- compass 
- compass points 
- direction 
- globe 
- graphs 
- key 
- map 
- statistics 
- symbol 
- tables 
 

- aerial 
photographs 
- atlases 
- census 
- compass 
- contour lines 
- globes 
- key 
- map 
- Ordnance 
Survey 
- report 
- statistics 
- symbol 
- thematic maps 
- topographical  

- compass 
- compass points 
- databases 
- grid reference 
- key 
- maps 
- Ordnance Survey 
- statistics 
- symbols.   


