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‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path’ Psalm 119 

SEND Information Report 2026–2027
Christ Church
Within God's family we nurture, teach and support each other, opening doors for all. Our Christian values help us to flourish in school and in our community as beacons radiating the light of Jesus in all that we do. We want all children to be Beacons of Light, shining in their own individual ways.

Our Approach to SEND
At Christ Church we are committed to providing an inclusive, nurturing and ambitious learning environment where all children feel valued, safe, supported and able to achieve.
We believe that every child is unique and that children may require different approaches, resources and levels of support in order to flourish.
We aim to:
· identify additional needs as early as possible
· remove barriers to learning and participation
· provide high-quality adaptive teaching
· provide appropriate additional provision where required
· promote independence, confidence and self-advocacy
· work closely with children, parents and carers
· work collaboratively with external professionals
· make appropriate reasonable adjustments for disabled pupils
· ensure that children with SEND can participate fully in school life
· support children to achieve their academic, social, emotional and personal potential
· prepare children successfully for the next stage of their education and future life.
We recognise that all teachers are teachers of pupils with SEND and that the class teacher remains responsible and accountable for the learning, progress and development of every pupil in their class.

What do we mean by SEND and Disability?
A child or young person has Special Educational Needs (SEND) if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.
A child or young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they:
· have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; or have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools.
Special educational provision is educational or training provision that is additional to or different from that ordinarily available for children or young people of the same age.
Under the Equality Act 2010, a disability is a physical or mental impairment that has a long-term and substantial adverse effect on a person's ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.
Not all pupils with SEND are disabled, and not all disabled pupils have SEND. A pupil may be disabled under the Equality Act without requiring special educational provision or being placed on the SEND Register.
Where a pupil is disabled under the Equality Act, Christ Church staff will consider and implement appropriate reasonable adjustments to ensure that the pupil is not placed at a substantial disadvantage compared with non-disabled pupils.
Reasonable adjustments may include adaptations to:
· teaching and learning;
· communication and instructions;
· classroom routines;
· seating and the school environment;
· equipment and resources;
· sensory support;
· assessment arrangements; and
· access to trips, visits and wider school activities.
A pupil does not need to have a formal diagnosis in order for the school to identify and respond to their needs.

What types of SEND do we support?
We support pupils across the four broad areas of need identified in the SEND Code of Practice:
Communication and Interaction
This may include:
· speech, language and communication needs
· social communication difficulties
· difficulties with understanding or expressing language
· autism and social communication needs
Cognition and Learning
This may include:
· specific learning difficulties
· dyslexia
· difficulties with reading, writing or mathematics
· moderate learning difficulties
· difficulties with memory, processing or acquiring new skills
Social, Emotional and Mental Health
This may include difficulties relating to:
· emotional regulation
· anxiety
· self-esteem
· relationships
· behaviour
· social and emotional development
· mental health
Sensory and/or Physical Needs
This may include:
· visual or hearing needs
· sensory processing difficulties
· physical disabilities
· medical needs
· difficulties affecting physical access or participation
We consider each child's needs individually and recognise that children may have needs across more than one area.

How are children with SEND identified?
At Christ Church, we believe in the importance of early identification.
Class teachers, supported by the SENDCo and Senior Leadership Team, monitor the progress, attainment and wellbeing of all pupils.
Identification may be informed by:
· teacher observations and assessments
· progress and attainment data
· screening and assessment tools
· information from parents and carers
· pupil voice
· information from previous educational settings
· attendance, behaviour and wellbeing information
· advice from external professionals and agencies
Where a child is not making expected progress, we consider the underlying reasons carefully. Low attainment or slow progress alone does not necessarily mean that a child has SEND.
We consider the whole child, including their strengths, needs, barriers to learning, wellbeing and response to the support already provided.
What happens if a concern is identified?
Where concerns are emerging, a child may be placed on the school's Monitoring List.
The Monitoring List enables us to:
· identify needs at an early stage
· consider completing appropriate assessment and screening if needed
· provide targeted intervention if needed
· monitor the impact of support
· maintain communication with parents and carers
Being placed on the Monitoring List does not necessarily mean that a child has SEND.
We consider whether a child requires special educational provision that is additional to or different from that ordinarily available.
Where this is identified, the child will be recorded on the SEND Register.
What support is provided for children with SEND?
High-quality teaching is the first response to meeting the needs of pupils with SEND. We use a graduated approach to identify and respond to pupils’ individual needs, with support and provision adapted according to their progress and the impact of the strategies put in place.
Support may include:
· adapted teaching and learning
· personalised tasks and activities
· scaffolding and modelling
· visual resources
· task cards
· Now/Next boards
· pictorial instructions
· different apparatus and resources
· appropriate seating
· quiet or low-stimulation spaces
· sensory resources
· specialist equipment
· targeted interventions
· small-group teaching
· individual support where appropriate
· reasonable adjustments
· advice and strategies from specialist professionals
The support provided will depend on the individual needs of each pupil.
Our aim is always to remove barriers while maintaining high expectations and ambition.
How do we make sure children can access the curriculum?
We are committed to ensuring that pupils with SEND have access to a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum and are able to participate fully in school life.
At Christ Church, all teachers are teachers of pupils with SEND. Class teachers are responsible for the learning, progress and development of all pupils in their class, including those with SEND. Teachers use high-quality adaptive teaching to identify and reduce barriers to learning while maintaining high expectations for every child.
Teachers plan appropriate adaptations, resources and support based on each child's individual needs and the provision identified through their IEP, EHCP, target sheet and/or other relevant information.
This may include:
· adapting the way information is presented
· breaking learning into smaller steps
· providing additional processing time
· using visual, practical and multi-sensory resources
· adapting written recording requirements
· providing specialist equipment
· adapting the classroom environment
· providing sensory breaks or regulation opportunities
· providing additional adult support where appropriate
· making reasonable adjustments to activities, assessments and the wider school environment. 
Teachers work closely with the SENDCo, teaching assistants, parents/carers and, where appropriate, external professionals to ensure that agreed provision is implemented effectively and reviewed regularly.
We focus on removing barriers rather than lowering expectations. We recognise that children may need different approaches, resources or levels of support in order to achieve their individual potential.
We also aim to ensure that children with SEND can participate fully in:
· school trips and educational visits; 
· residential experiences; 
· enrichment activities; 
· assemblies; 
· clubs; 
· sporting activities; and 
· wider school life. 
Where an adjustment or additional support is required, this will be considered in advance and planned around the child's individual needs. Where a pupil is disabled under the Equality Act 2010, reasonable adjustments will be considered to prevent them from being placed at a substantial disadvantage.


What interventions and additional support are available for pupils with SEND?
At Christ Church, we recognise that some pupils benefit from targeted interventions in addition to high-quality adaptive teaching in the classroom. Interventions are carefully selected according to the individual needs of the pupil and may be used to catch up, pre-teach, overlearn, practise specific skills or develop confidence and independence.
Interventions are planned and reviewed as part of our Assess, Plan, Do, Review approach. Their impact is monitored to ensure that they are supporting pupils to make progress and reducing barriers to learning.
Depending on individual need, interventions may include:
· Catch-up interventions to support pupils to develop key knowledge and skills and address identified gaps. 
· Pre-learning to introduce key vocabulary, concepts or skills before they are taught in the classroom. 
· Over-learning and consolidation to provide additional opportunities to practise and secure learning. 
· Speech and language support to develop communication, understanding, vocabulary and expressive language. 
· Social communication interventions to support pupils in developing communication, interaction, confidence and relationships. 
· ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) sessions to support pupils with their emotional literacy, self-esteem, emotional regulation, relationships and wellbeing. 
· Nurture groups to provide a supportive environment where pupils can develop social and emotional skills, confidence, resilience and positive relationships. 
· Sensory circuits to support pupils with sensory processing, regulation, readiness for learning and engagement. 
· Nessy to support pupils who have identified literacy needs, particularly in areas such as reading, spelling and phonological skills. 
· LEGO Therapy to develop social communication, collaboration, turn-taking, problem-solving and interaction skills. 
· Smart Moves to support physical development, coordination, movement and readiness for learning. 
· Fine motor interventions to develop hand strength, coordination, pencil control and skills needed for recording and other classroom activities. 
Interventions may be delivered individually, in pairs or in small groups and may take place within or outside the classroom, depending on the needs of the pupil and the purpose of the intervention.
Where appropriate, interventions may be delivered by teachers, teaching assistants, specialist staff or external professionals. Staff delivering interventions are expected to understand the intended outcomes and to monitor pupils' engagement, progress and any barriers encountered.
Interventions are not intended to replace high-quality classroom teaching. They are used alongside adaptive teaching and reasonable adjustments to provide pupils with additional opportunities to develop the skills, knowledge and confidence they need to access the curriculum and participate fully in school life.
The provision and impact of interventions are reviewed regularly. Where an intervention is no longer required, this will be discussed and provision adapted to reflect the pupil's changing needs.

The Assess, Plan, Do, Review Approach
We use the graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review.
Assess
We gather information from:
· assessment;
· observation;
· parents and carers;
· pupil voice;
· previous provision;
· school staff; and
· external professionals where appropriate.

Plan
We identify appropriate outcomes and agree the provision required.
Where appropriate, this will be recorded within the child's target sheet and/or EHCP.
Do
The agreed provision is implemented as part of the child's day-to-day education.
The class teacher remains responsible for the pupil's learning and progress, supported by the SENDCo and other staff.
Review
We review the impact of the provision, considering:
· progress
· attainment
· wellbeing
· independence
· pupil views
· parent/carer views
· whether further or different support is required
Provision is adapted as the child's needs change.




The SEND Register
A pupil will be recorded on the SEND Register where, following assessment, it is determined that they require special educational provision that is additional to or different from that ordinarily available.
Pupils on the SEND Register will:
· receive provision tailored to their individual needs
· have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) outlining their strengths, identified needs, outcomes, provision and targets
· be supported through Assess, Plan, Do, Review
· have targets and provision reviewed regularly
· be involved in reviewing their progress
· have their parents/carers involved in planning and review
· access specialist advice and external agency support where appropriate
Individual Education Plans (IEPs)
Our IEPs provide a clear picture of each child's strengths, needs, outcomes, targets and provision. They also provide staff with accessible, up-to-date information about how best to support each child and remove barriers to their learning and participation.
All pupils on the SEND Register will have an IEP. Where appropriate, an IEP may also be used for pupils on the Monitoring List when staff require more detailed information about a child's strengths, needs and the strategies and provision that support them.
IEPs are developed in collaboration with the child, where appropriate, relevant school staff and parents/carers. They are reviewed and updated as the child's needs and provision develop
IEPs may include:
· their strengths;
· interests;
· likes and dislikes;
· communication preferences;
· areas they find difficult;
· how their needs may present;
· strategies that support them;
· resources they find helpful; and
· how adults can best support their independence and wellbeing.
Target sheet
· Each child on the SEND Register will have an individual target sheet outlining the short-term targets they are currently working towards and the support in place to help them achieve these. 
· Targets are reviewed regularly and shared with parents/carers. 
· Where appropriate to their age, stage of development and level of understanding, pupils are encouraged to take an active role in understanding their targets, recognising their progress and sharing their views about what helps them to learn and succeed.

What if my child needs a more personalised curriculum?
For some pupils with more complex or significant needs, a more personalised approach may be required.
We remain ambitious for every child. Personalisation does not mean reducing aspirations. It means identifying the right pathway and provision to enable each child to make meaningful progress and achieve their potential.

The Rainforest Room
At Christ Church, some pupils with SEND may access the Rainforest Room, a dedicated space offering a quieter and more structured environment to support learning, wellbeing and participation.
The Rainforest Room is led by a Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) and supported by trained teaching assistants, working under the guidance of the SENDCo and in collaboration with class teachers.
Pupils may access the Rainforest Room for:
· personalised learning;
· small-group teaching;
· targeted interventions;
· sensory regulation and support;
· social and emotional development;
· communication and interaction support;
· developing independence; and
· life-skills development.
Access to the Rainforest Room is needs-led and is not dependent on a particular diagnosis.
Some pupils may access the provision for specific sessions, while others may require more regular support. The level and type of access will depend on individual needs.
We remain committed to inclusion and aim to enable pupils to access their mainstream class wherever appropriate, while recognising that some children benefit from a more tailored approach for part of the school day.
Provision within the Rainforest Room is informed by the child's:
· IEP;
· Target sheet 
· EHCP, where applicable
· assessment information
· pupil and parent/carer views
· advice from relevant professionals
Use of the Rainforest Room is regularly reviewed to ensure that it continues to meet the child's needs and supports their academic, social, emotional and personal development.


How do Teaching Assistants support pupils with SEND?
Teaching Assistants and support staff are an important part of the wider teaching team. They work under the direction of the class teacher and contribute to the effective implementation of SEND provision.
Teaching Assistants are expected to:
· be familiar with the needs, strengths and provision of the pupils they support in class and through interventions; 
· read and understand relevant IEPs, One Page Profiles and EHCP information; 
· support pupils to work towards their individual targets; 
· record and annotate target information to evidence progress, achievements and any barriers encountered; 
· use appropriate prompts, modelling and scaffolding to support learning; 
· encourage pupils to think and problem-solve for themselves; 
· promote independence rather than completing tasks for pupils; 
· communicate relevant information about pupils' progress, needs and barriers to the class teacher and SENDCo; and 
· maintain confidentiality when handling SEND information. 
Teaching Assistants may provide support within the classroom, through targeted interventions or within other areas of the school's SEND provision, including the Rainforest Room, where appropriate.
Adult support is carefully considered and reviewed to ensure that it develops independence rather than creating unnecessary dependence. The aim of adult support is to enable pupils to access learning, develop their skills and confidence, and participate as independently as possible in school life.
The class teacher remains responsible for the pupil's learning and progress, with Teaching Assistants contributing to and supporting the delivery of agreed provision.

What support is available for wellbeing and mental health?
We recognise that children's emotional wellbeing is an important part of their ability to learn and flourish.
Class teachers have primary responsibility for supporting the social and emotional wellbeing of pupils in their class, with support from the wider school team including  our learning mentor, Natasha Goold and our mental Health Lead Mrs Amanda Lancelot. 
Depending on individual need, support may include:
· nurture clubs
· Learning Mentor support
· ELSA
· social and emotional interventions
· Nurture lunch club
· support with emotional regulation
· opportunities to talk to a trusted adult
· sensory and regulation strategies
· support from the Mental Health Support Team
· referral to appropriate external services where required.
We encourage pupils to speak to an adult they trust if they have worries or concerns.
We also recognise that pupils with SEND can be more vulnerable to bullying or child-on-child abuse. Staff remain vigilant and follow our safeguarding, behaviour and anti-bullying procedures to ensure that children feel safe and secure.

What specialist services might support my child?
Where appropriate, we work in partnership with external professionals and agencies.
This may include:
· Speech and Language Therapy
· Educational Psychology
· Community Paediatrics
· School Nursing
· Autism services
· Mental Health Support Team
· health professionals
· Local Authority SEND services
· Social Care
· other specialist services according to the individual needs of the child.
We will always work with parents/carers and relevant professionals to identify the most appropriate support.
How are parents and carers involved?
We believe that parents and carers know their children best.
We work in partnership with families to:
· share information
· hold SEND coffee mornings
· identify strengths and needs
· agree appropriate outcomes
· plan provision
· review progress
· share strategies
· discuss concerns
· make decisions about future support.
We operate an open-door approach, and parents/carers are encouraged to speak to their child's class teacher in the first instance.
Meetings with the Mrs Ceri Blockley, SENDCo, can also be arranged where appropriate.
We aim to communicate clearly, accessibly and in a timely manner.



How is pupil voice included?
Pupil voice is an important part of our SEND provision.
We encourage children to share:
· their strengths
· interests
· aspirations
· worries
· views about their learning
· what they find difficult
· what helps them
· how they feel they are best supported.
Children are involved, in an age-appropriate way, in developing and reviewing their IEP (One Page Profile).
We want children to develop confidence, independence and self-advocacy so that they increasingly understand their own strengths and needs.
How can parents and carers support learning at home?
We recognise the important role families play in supporting children's learning and development.
Where appropriate, school will share:
· strategies
· resources
· recommendations from professionals
· ways to support reading and learning
· strategies for communication
· approaches to emotional regulation
· ideas for developing independence.
Parents and carers are also encouraged to share successful strategies from home with school.
How do we support transition?
We recognise that transition can be particularly important for pupils with SEND.
We work with pupils, parents/carers, staff and receiving settings to make transitions as smooth as possible.
This may include:
· additional visits
· transition meetings
· sharing information
· pupil voice
· transition books
· photographs and visual information
· meetings with receiving staff
· additional transition sessions
· individualised transition plans.
For children entering Reception, we work closely with nurseries and pre-school settings to understand the child's needs and ensure appropriate information is shared.
For pupils moving between classes, information is shared between staff and the SENDCo supports the transition process where appropriate.
For pupils transferring to secondary school, we work with the receiving school to share information and plan appropriate transition arrangements.
Where a pupil has an EHCP, transition planning will involve the relevant professionals and Local Authority in accordance with statutory requirements.
How do we evaluate the effectiveness of SEND provision?
We regularly monitor the impact of SEND provision.
This includes considering:
· academic progress
· progress towards targets outcomes
· independence
· communication
· social and emotional development
· attendance
· wellbeing
· pupil voice
· parent/carer feedback
· interventions
· feedback from staff and external professionals.
Assessment information is used to identify whether interventions and other provision are having a positive impact.
Where provision is not having the desired impact, we consider whether it needs to be adapted, increased, reduced or replaced.
This forms part of our ongoing Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle.
How do we decide what support a child receives?
Every child is unique and support is based on their individual needs.
Decisions about provision are made using information from:
· the child
· parents/carers
· class teachers
· the SENDCo
· assessment information
· the child's IEP and targets
· EHCP outcomes where applicable
· external professionals where appropriate.
We consider what provision can be provided from the school's ordinarily available resources.
Where a child has more complex needs and requires additional support beyond this, the school may work with parents/carers and the Local Authority to explore additional funding or an EHCP assessment, where appropriate.

What training do staff have?
Christ Church is committed to ensuring that staff have the knowledge and skills required to support pupils with SEND.
Staff receive SEND updates and training throughout the year.
Training and professional development may include areas such as:
· adaptive teaching
· autism
· communication and interaction
· speech and language
· PECS
· dyslexia and literacy difficulties
· numeracy difficulties
· trauma-informed practice
· behaviour and emotional regulation
· Team Teach
· mental health and wellbeing
· sensory needs
· other areas identified through the needs of pupils in school.
The SENDCo provides regular SEND updates and contributes to staff development.
Where pupils have specific or complex needs, we work with external professionals to identify and arrange appropriate specialist training for staff.
How do we work with other agencies?
We value collaborative working.
Where appropriate, we work with external professionals to:
· assess individual needs;
· provide specialist advice;
· support staff development;
· develop appropriate strategies;
· review provision; and
· achieve the best possible outcomes for children and families.
Parents/carers will be involved in referrals and information-sharing wherever appropriate.

What support is available for disabled pupils?
Christ Church is committed to meeting its duties under the Equality Act 2010.
Where a pupil is disabled, we consider what reasonable adjustments may be required to prevent them being placed at a substantial disadvantage.
This may include adjustments to:
· the physical environment
· teaching
· communication
· resources
· equipment
· assessment
· routines
· activities
· trips and visits
· access to wider school life.
How do we support pupils with medical needs?
We recognise that some pupils may have medical needs that affect their education.
Where appropriate, we work with parents/carers and relevant health professionals to develop and implement appropriate support.
We aim to ensure that medical needs do not unnecessarily prevent pupils from accessing education or participating in school life.
Who should parents contact if they have concerns?
Parents/carers should contact their child's class teacher in the first instance.
Where further support or advice is required, a meeting with the SENDCo can be arranged.
SENDCo
Mrs Ceri Blockley
Email: senco@bwccf.cheshire.sch.uk
Telephone: 0151 319 3333
SEND Governor
Sarah Linari
Executive Headteacher
Mrs Freda Davies
Email: freda.davies@bwccf.cheshire.sch.uk
Telephone: 0151 319 3333
If parents/carers wish to make a formal complaint, this should be made in accordance with the school's Complaints Policy.
How can parents access the Local Offer?
Christ Church works in partnership with Cheshire West and Chester Council to support children and young people with SEND and their families.
The Local Offer provides information about services, support and guidance available for children and young people with SEND from birth to 25 years.
Our SEND Information Report forms part of the information available to families through the Local Offer.
Cheshire West and Chester Local Offer:
Cheshire West and Chester Local Offer

Working in Partnership
At Christ Church , we recognise that the best outcomes for children are achieved when school, home and external professionals work together.
We are committed to:
· listening to children and families
· celebrating strengths
· identifying needs early
· removing barriers
· providing appropriate support
· maintaining high expectations
· developing independence
· promoting wellbeing
· celebrating difference
· ensuring every child has the opportunity to flourish.
Our aim is not simply for children with SEND to access school, but to belong, participate, achieve and thrive.
We want every child to have the opportunity to become a confident learner, develop their unique strengths and become a Beacon of Light.

Key SEND Contacts
	Role
	Name
	Contact

	SENDCo
	Mrs Ceri Blockley
	senco@bwccf.cheshire.sch.uk

	SEND Governor
	Sarah Linari
	Via school office

	Executive Headteacher
	Mrs Freda Davies
	freda.davies@bwccf.cheshire.sch.uk

	Telephone
	—
	0151 319 3333
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