
Key Vocabulary

Castle A strong building that was built to 
protect the people inside.

Past Something that has already happened

Knight A man who works for the Lords and 
Kings.

Armour Hard, metal clothes worn by knights 
to protect their bodies.

Features Important or interesting parts of 
something

Bailey The enclosed lower, flatter part of the 
castle where animals, sheds, 
workshops and more were often kept

Motte A small hill on which a castle was 
built

Turret A small tower on top of a larger 
tower

Moat The water that is around a castle.

Drawbridge The bridge, over a castles moat, that 
could be raised

Portcullis A strong metal gate that can be  
lowered to block a path

Crucial Curriculum Content
• To know what Castle life was like
• To know the purpose of a castle and why they were built
• To learn about the different types of castles and how they evolved

Be a performer:  We will take part in a WOW day where we will learn shield 

formations, create battle scenes using a green screen & create shields!

Key info:
Who lived in a castle?

A long time ago, Kings and Lords lived in castles with their families. They were rich 
people who had lots of money.

Why were castles built?
Castles were built to protect the people inside.

Where were castles built?
Castles were often built on hilltops and by water to make them  easier to defend.

What do castles look like?
Castles are usually made from stone. They are tall. They have tall walls and towers. 

What was castle life like?
The quality of your life in a castle depended on whether you were rich or poor. Rich 

people had better food, clothes and more leisure time .

Castles Our  Houses

Built to protect rulers. Built to keep us safe.

They  have lots of large rooms. They  have smaller rooms.

Made from stone. Made from bricks.
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