
 

 

 

 

Key Question: What happens when I fall asleep?  

Reception       

          Autumn 2 

Key Texts 

 

Key Texts 

 
 

Literacy                  

In Literacy we will be reading 
lots of different stories to learn 
all about the similarities and 
differences between night-
time and daytime.  
We will talk about and discuss 
our own experiences and the 
children will be encouraged to 
think about all of changes that 
occur in the natural world 
around them during each day 
and throughout the year. They 
will discuss a range of stories, 
thinking about the characters, 
their feelings and predicting 
the end. We will continue to 
write in a range of contexts, 
writing stories, factual writing, 
letters, and lists, using our 
phonics skills to segment for 
writing. 

 

Maths             
In Maths this half term we will 
continue to develop our maths 
skills both indoor and outdoor. 
We will continue to count 
objects, actions, and sounds, 
linking the number symbol with 
its number value. We will be 
counting beyond ten, 
understanding one more than 
and one less than and the 
relationship between 
consecutive numbers. We will be 
developing our confidence with 
Maths to recall number bonds 
for numbers 0 – 5 and then to 
10. The children will continue to 
copy and create repeating 
patterns and continue 
comparing length, weight, and 
capacity. 

 

 
Understanding the World                                        
Through our ‘Night and Day’ topic will introduce many  
celebrations that happen during the winter months. 
We will learn about different people’s religions and 
beliefs; building on our learning from last term, how 
everyone is different and celebrate our differences. 
We will talk about and compare different characters 
from stories, including figures from the past. We will 
begin to develop our understanding that certain places 
are special to members of our community. We will  
recognise and discuss that we have different beliefs 
and celebrate special times in different ways. We will 
begin to understand and discuss the effect of changing 

seasons on the natural world around us. 

Expressive Art and Design                           
This term we will explore, use, and refine a variety of 
techniques to express our ideas and feelings. 
Through our topic Day and Night, we will look at Van 
Gogh’s starry night and build on our previous learn-
ing, refining ideas and developing our ability to  
represent them. We will develop our fine motor skills 
through drawing, painting and being creative.  This 
term we will listen to different types of music from 
around the world, expressing our feelings and re-
sponses.  We will sing in a group or on our own,  
following the melody and having lots of fun being 
creative with songs and sounds.   

 

Physical Development                                          

This half term we will be developing and building on all 
of the skills we have begun to acquire rolling, crawling, 
walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping, and 
climbing. We will be developing our overall body 
strength, co-ordination, balance, and agility. We will be 
working with in our PE lessons to develop our sense of  
negotiating space, changing direction, and developing 
our ball skills, throwing, catching, kicking, and hitting. 
We will be developing our fine motor skills too: playing 
with the playdough, cutting, painting, drawing and  
writing. 

 

Personal, social, and Emotional             
We will continue to focus on feelings using a 
range of strategies to encourage different ways 
of expressing how we feel. The children have 
developed a good sense of belonging in the first 
half term and this will lead them onto being 
responsible members of the classroom. We are 
already seeing some hard workers and kind 
friends! We are developing our belief in 
ourselves, building constructive and respectful 
relationships with our friends, learning to 
express our feelings and consider the feelings of 
others.  
We will continue to manage our own needs, 

thinking about our own personal hygiene, 
washing our hands, regular physical activity 
eating healthily, sensible amounts of ‘screen 

time’ and having a good sleep routine. 

Communication and Language                                             
Now that the children have settled well into 
our school routine, we will be increasing our 
confidence to talk to others and begin to 
listen carefully and understand why listening 
is so important.  We will learn new vocabulary 
to tie in with our topic and ask questions to 
find out and to check and understand what 
has been said to them. We will listen to a wide 
range of stories to build familiarity and under-
standing of a story structure, retelling the 
story, predicting the ending, and discussing 
the characters. 

 


