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This half term in Maths, Year 5 will strengthen their understanding of numbers up to one million. Children will read, write, order and compare numbers, explore the value of each digit and practise rounding to different powers of ten. They will also investigate Roman numerals and negative numbers. Later in the half term, pupils will develop efficient written and mental methods for addition and subtraction. They will apply these skills to multi-step problems, estimate and check their answers, identify missing numbers and explain their mathematical reasoning clearly.
English
Our English learning is built around M. G. Leonard's exciting mystery novel Twitch. Children will explore setting and character through maps, inference and discussion before writing for aaaaa range of purposes. Across the half term, they will create a balanced argument, an informative bird guide, writing in role and a suspenseful mystery narrative. Grammar will be taught through meaningful writing, including modal verbs, relative clauses, parenthesis, cohesive devices and punctuation for clarity. Children will also develop their editing, research and presentation skills.
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	Science – Plant Reproduction
In Science, children will investigate how plants reproduce both sexually and asexually. They will learn about bulbs, runners, tubers and cuttings, grow new plants from cuttings and record changes over time. They will also explore pollination, fertilisation, seed formation and dispersal, consider why pollinating species are declining, and research and present the life cycles of different plants using accurate scientific diagrams and vocabulary.

	Art – Typography and Maps
This half term, pupils will explore typography as a creative way of communicating ideas. They will design playful letterforms and their own typeface, practise bold and powerful drawing, and study artists who use pictorial maps. Bringing these skills together, children will create a personal visual map using typography, symbols, drawing, collage and mixed media, before displaying and reflecting on their finished work.

	Design Technology – Mechanisms
In DT, children will investigate how pulleys and gears transfer movement and how the size or arrangement of pulleys can change speed and direction. They will use this knowledge to design and construct a purposeful moving toy vehicle with a pulley-driven mechanism. Throughout the project they will test, modify and improve their product, then evaluate how successfully it meets its original design specification and the needs of its intended user.

	Computing - Quizzing
Using Purple Mash, children will explore different quiz types and identify what makes an interactive quiz effective. They will learn to use 2Quiz, select suitable question formats, add title and content screens, and design an educational quiz for a chosen audience. Pupils will test, debug, improve and share their finished quizzes. Online safety lessons will also cover online identity, communication, relationships, communities and how to seek help.

	Music – Animal Kingdom
In Music, children will explore pitch, intervals, harmony and chords through listening, singing and playing. They will investigate how composers use harmony to create mood and character, then adapt chord patterns to achieve different effects. Working collaboratively, pupils will compose, notate, rehearse and perform an Animal Kingdom-inspired piece, using feedback to refine their ensemble accuracy and expression.



	History/Geography– Rainforests
Children will discover what makes tropical and temperate rainforests unique and locate the world's major rainforest regions, with a particular focus on the Amazon. They will investigate rainforest layers, climate and biodiversity; explore foods and products grown there; and compare settlements and traditional Indigenous lifestyles. The unit ends with a thoughtful look at deforestation, helping pupils weigh different viewpoints and understand how human choices affect environments and communities.

	RE – Life Changing Experiences
Our RE work considers how important experiences can shape people's choices and beliefs. Children will reflect on significant experiences in their own lives and investigate the Christian story of Jesus' baptism, including the symbols used in Christian baptism today. They will then explore key events in the early life of Siddhartha Gautama and consider how the Buddha's enlightenment became a defining experience in the development of Buddhism.


	PSHE – Healthy Lifestyle Choices
In PSHE, children will consider what makes a healthy, balanced lifestyle. They will explore nutrition, exercise, sleep, screen use and the way everyday choices can develop into habits. Pupils will discuss how these areas affect both physical and mental wellbeing, consider realistic strategies for positive change, and finish by setting an achievable personal goal with practical steps for success.

	PE – Dance/Netball
Indoor PE will focus on rock 'n' roll dance. Children will learn characteristic movements, develop timing and control, work with partners, and choreograph and evaluate a group performance. In outdoor PE, pupils will develop netball skills including passing, receiving, moving into space, marking, intercepting and shooting. They will apply attacking and defending tactics in small-sided games while building teamwork, communication and fair play.

	MFL – Do you have a Pet?
Children will learn the Spanish names for eight pets and use the correct masculine or feminine article. They will build increasingly detailed spoken and written sentences using Tengo (I have), No tengo (I do not have), y (and), pero (but) and que se llama (that is called). The unit will develop confident pronunciation, accurate grammar and the ability to give a short presentation about real or imagined pets.




Theme: Rainforests
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Other Information
PE days: Tuesday and Wednesday 
New homework and spellings are given out on Thursday and are to be handed in and tested on Tuesday. 
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