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In Maths this half term, Year 5 will be exploring a range of key topics. In geometry, pupils will deepen their understanding of shape by identifying and classifying angles, measuring with protractors, and working with 2D and 3D shapes. They will also investigate position and direction using coordinates, translation, and reflection on grids. Alongside this, we will continue developing fluency with decimals—comparing, ordering, and rounding them, and linking them to fractions and percentages. Pupils will also work with negative numbers in practical contexts, such as temperature and money. To support real-life problem solving, we’ll be converting between different units of measure (including metric units) and calculating volume. These topics provide great opportunities to apply mathematical reasoning and consolidate key skills.
English
This half term in English, Year 5 will be diving into Who Let the Gods Out by Maz Evans—a fast-paced and funny story that brings Greek mythology into the modern world. Using this exciting text as a springboard, pupils will explore a range of vivid characters, both mortal and immortal. They will be writing biographies of key gods and goddesses, focusing on varied sentence structures, connectives, and the use of active and passive voice. Later in the unit, children will develop persuasive arguments, taking on the role of characters to debate important decisions and moral dilemmas. We’re looking forward to seeing their creativity and critical thinking shine through!
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Other Information
PE days: Wednesday and Friday
New homework and spellings are given out on Thursday and are to be handed in on Tuesday. 
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	History– Ground Breaking Greeks
Children will explore the fascinating civilisation of ancient Greece. They’ll learn how the ancient Greeks influenced the modern world in areas such as democracy, philosophy, science, medicine, and the arts. Through studying key figures like Socrates, Plato and Alexander the Great, pupils will gain insight into the achievements and ideas that shaped Western civilisation. They’ll also look at daily life in Greek city-states, including the roles of men, women and slaves, as well as cultural highlights like the original Olympic Games. This exciting topic will help children make connections between the past and present, and understand the powerful legacy of ancient Greece.

	RE – Initiation Ceremonies
In RE this half term, Year 5 will be learning about initiation ceremonies across a range of world religions. Pupils will explore how different faiths mark important milestones in a person’s spiritual journey, such as baptisms in Christianity, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs in Judaism, Amrit ceremonies in Sikhism, and naming or coming-of-age rituals in Islam and Hinduism. Through discussion, stories, and reflection, children will consider the significance of these ceremonies and what they represent within each belief system. This unit encourages pupils to appreciate diversity, deepen their understanding of religious traditions, and think about the importance of belonging and identity in their own lives.

	PSHE – Being My Best
This term, the Year 5 PHSE curriculum focuses on personal development and essential life skills. Students will explore topics like emotional well-being, decision-making, and responsibility. They will learn about cooperation, personal qualities, and practical skills that contribute to their growth and confidence. Additionally, students will gain basic first aid knowledge, including awareness of key health issues. The curriculum aims to support students in becoming more responsible and self-aware individuals.

	PE – Athletics/Swimming
In PE this half term, Year 5 will be focusing on athletics, developing key movement skills through running, jumping and throwing events. Pupils will take part in a variety of track and field activities including sprinting, long-distance running, relays, triple jump, shot put, and javelin. They will learn and apply correct techniques to improve their performance—such as pacing in longer races, effective baton changeovers in relays, and generating power through weight transfer in throwing events. Alongside physical skills, the unit also supports pupils’ social and emotional development by building confidence, perseverance, teamwork, and the ability to give and receive feedback. In addition, children will begin swimming lessons, focusing on developing stroke technique, stamina, and water safety skills.

	MFL – In the Classroom
This term in MFL, Year 5 pupils will build on their prior learning to develop greater confidence and independence in using Spanish. They will revisit familiar grammar structures and apply them to new vocabulary related to school equipment. By the end of the unit, pupils will be able to describe what they do and do not have in their pencil cases and school bags, both orally and in writing, using the negative form accurately. This unit supports growing fluency and the ability to form independent, meaningful responses.


	Science – Human reproduction and aging
This term in Science, Year 5 pupils will explore the properties and uses of a range of materials. They will investigate how mixtures can be separated through processes such as sieving, filtration, and evaporation. Pupils will also learn to identify reversible and irreversible changes, using simple indicators to recognise when a change cannot be undone. This unit develops their understanding of materials in everyday contexts and introduces key scientific processes.

	Art – Mixed Media
This term in Art, Year 5 pupils will explore a range of collage techniques linked to their topic on the Ancient Greeks. They will learn about papermaking, paper crafts, and how to work with different materials such as fabric, mixed media, and photographs. Using these skills, pupils will create a small-scale, mixed media collage as a final piece, showcasing their creativity and understanding of the techniques.

	Design Technology – Architecture
This term in Design and Technology, Year 5 pupils will explore how architectural styles and building technology have developed over time, with links to their study of the Ancient Greeks. They will use this understanding to design a building that includes specific features, applying their knowledge creatively and with purpose.

	Computing 
This term in Computing, Year 5 pupils will develop their skills in modelling, creating concept maps, and word processing. They will learn how to organise and present information effectively, use digital tools to structure ideas, and improve their typing and formatting skills to produce clear and professional documents.

	Music – Freedom to improve/ Battle of the bands
This term in Music, Year 5 pupils will explore the theme Freedom to Improvise, developing their confidence in musical expression through singing, listening, and improvisation. They will experiment with a range of notes and intervals, learning how pitch and rhythm can be used creatively. The unit encourages pupils to compose, perform, and reflect on how music shapes our way of life, culminating in a performance opportunity to share their learning.



Theme: Ground-breaking Greeks
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This project teaches children about developments and changes over six periods of ancient Greek history, focusing on the city state of Athens in the Classical age, and exploring the lasting legacy of ancient Greece.
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