15.01.26
English Homework – Yellow
This week in Geography we have been learning about the journey of a river. Your homework challenge is to pretend to be a water droplet from a water source and to write a diary about your adventures. Remember to include what happens to you and what you can see in each course. To support your writing you can use the key words from the diagram below.  
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Dear diary, 
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Rivers can be divided into three different stages along their course. The upper
course is where the river starts and is usually in the hills. The middle course is
where the river descends to lower levels and widens. The lower course is where
the river runs into the sea. Each stage of the river has distinctive characteristics.

upper course

middle course

The upper course of a river starts at its source.
The source of a river could be a stream high
in the hills or water emerging from a spring

in the ground. The riverbed of the upper
course is steep, narrow and rocky. The water
travels quickly over the rocks, making the
river turbulent. As the river flows downwards,
it erodes the rock, forming a V-shaped valley
with steep sides. Waterfalls, rapids, and
gorges are also features of the upper course.

The middle course is where the landscape
flattens. The river becomes wider and deeper.
The river curves from side to side, forming
bends called meanders. As the water erodes
the riverbanks on the outside curves of
meanders, it carries soi, silt, sand and stones
and deposits them on the inside of the bends
As the river moves towards the lower course,
meanders become larger. Sometimes, the
main river cuts across the meander to form
an oxbow lake.

The land becomes very flat in the lower
course, where the river nears sea level. At
the river mouth, some rivers run into wide
estuaries. Siltis deposited in the estuary and
washed into the sea at high tide. Where the
siltis not washed away, it creates a landform
called a river delta. The river ends its journey
by flowing into the sea




