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Early Years Foundation Stage Policy  

This policy is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for developing quality first teaching in the Early Years Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception classes) at Cale Green.

We have an EYFS policy so that all staff understand and achieve our shared standards of good practice. It is to provide an agreed framework for teaching and learning within our school, in order to secure a coherent and continuous education for our children, to promote quality teaching, equality and inclusion.
The EYFS curriculum at Cale Green follows many of the concepts and principles of the Mastery approach. Children are given time to be secure in their knowledge and skills – with plenty of opportunities to apply, revisit, practise and consolidate their learning in lots of different contexts. 
This curriculum has been developed by the staff to meet the needs of our learners, in our context. It is a bespoke offer, which follows a progressive model whereby children build on prior knowledge and skills as they move through the Early Years classes, in preparation for Key Stage One, as well as preparing them for life in modern Britain.
Curriculum aims

Our Early Years offer is guided by the Statutory Framework for the EYFS (2021) which has four guiding principles:
· Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.

· Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.

· Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

· Children develop and learn at different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
“.the best learning machines in the universe.”

Alison Gopnik

Our Cale Green Values:

‘We celebrate our diverse and inclusive community.’

article 2 (non-discrimination)
· We are a learning community where everyone has the highest aspirations for ALL of the children of Cale Green.

· We are a strong and resilient school community where kindness and thought for others is at the heart of everything we do.

· We are a school at the heart of its community with happy children ‘learning and living together’.
EYFS Learning and Development requirements
Our curriculum encompasses seven areas of learning and development. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected.
Three areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving. These are called the prime areas:
· Communication and language

· Physical development

· Personal, social and emotional development

Four areas help children to strengthen and apply the prime areas. These are called the specific areas:

· Literacy 

· Mathematics

· Understanding the world

· Expressive arts and design

Throughout their time in our Nursery and Reception classes our children are immersed in an ambitious curriculum which is designed sequentially and is underpinned by a commitment to develop children’s spoken language (oracy) in order to support their learning in all the areas. At the end of the Reception year children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals, which provide important information for the Year One teachers about each individual child’s strengths and areas requiring support.
Please refer to the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage for the standards relating to the learning, development and care for children from birth to five
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk
What does learning look like in EYFS? article 31 (The right to play)
Our curriculum incorporates learning through play, by adults modelling, by observing each other and through guided learning and direct teaching. Our environment is set up with continuous provision which is carefully planned and resourced, and which is enhanced to reflect children’s interests and meet their needs. Adult-focused activities become more prominent as the child progresses through the EYFS, so that by the time they reach National Curriculum they are able to follow instructions to carry out tasks independently. As a result of our approach, children are motivated, active, creative and critically thinking learners. They have opportunities to revisit and extend their learning individually, in groups and with adult support rooted in responsive pedagogy. 
Weaving through the EYFS curriculum are three Characteristics of effective teaching and learning:

· Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things first-hand, and ‘have a go.’
· Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy their achievements
· Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas and develop strategies for doing things.
These elements underpin how we reflect on each child’s development and adjust our practice and/ or provision accordingly. Supporting children by observing the context of their play is an essential part of the planning cycle.

“What children learn is important, but how children learn is even more important if they are to become learners in today’s society.”

Helen Moylett in, ‘How Children Learn’ by Nancy Stewart

Outdoor Learning

At Cale Green Primary School, we believe the outdoors is an integral part of the learning environment, and that outdoor learning makes a major contribution to children’s development. We recognise that some things can best be encountered outdoors, such as learning about nature, the seasons and the weather. We also believe children can learn to take and manage risks, regulate themselves, challenge themselves physically and develop positive relationships with others without the restrictions on noise and space which working indoors requires.

An important part of outdoor learning is the adult-child interaction which takes place. It is the adult’s role to facilitate learning by bringing the environment, curriculum and children together. Adults join in and extend play by modelling language, sustained shared thinking and the use of careful questioning. Children are given opportunities to develop their play experiences and reinforce them by returning to them regularly.

In planning for outdoor play, we endeavour to support children’s curiosity, creativity and cognitive skills through continuous provision which is enhanced to follow the children’s interests and to develop key skills and vocabulary. We provide resource collections for:

· Exploratory play with water

· Quiet time and reflection 

· Large-scale construction

· Fine and gross motor skill development (including wheeled equipment) 

· Mark-making 

· Scientific exploration and discovery

· Mathematical exploration

· Creative expression

Timing

Young children’s lifestyles are becoming increasingly sedentary out of school. We believe this is a serious concern for their health, and that it is important for us to make good use of our outdoor areas. We encourage children to dress appropriately for outdoor play by providing warm, waterproof trousers, jackets and boots, and allow ample time for children to have uninterrupted periods of play throughout the day. 

Safety outdoors

· Our outdoor provision is risk assessed and is reviewed by the EYFS team regularly. 

· A visual risk assessment is carried out each morning before the children access it. 

· Children are supervised by an adult outdoors at all times.

· Outdoor equipment is checked daily before use.

· All children are encouraged to take responsibility for returning resources to the storage sheds at the end of each session, and are shown how to handle and carry equipment safely.
Roles and responsibilities
The governing board
The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its implementation. The governing board is informed of standards and progress in Reading through the termly curriculum committee, which feeds its report into full governing board termly meetings.

The governing board will also ensure that:

· a robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets

· enough teaching time is provided for pupils to embed their understanding, knowledge and skills
provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special educational needs (SEN), EAL and other barriers to learning. 
The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements

It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum

Headteacher

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:

· all required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met

· the amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed by the governing board

· the school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements

· the governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and balance of the curriculum

· the governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions

· proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN

Entitlement and Equality of Opportunity (Article 14 (freedom of thought, belief and religion))
At Cale Green, we promote the needs and interests of all pupils irrespective of gender, culture, ability or aptitude. Teaching strategies will take into account the ability, age, readiness and cultural backgrounds of the students to ensure that all can access the full EYFS curriculum.

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils and provide teaching and learning opportunities which are tailored to the age, developmental stage and experiences of each child. We use ‘Development Matters’ to help guide our understanding of developmentally appropriate practice. Staff liaise closely with families, other childcare providers and external agencies such as Occupational therapy, physiotherapy, Child Development Unit, Speech and Language Therapy and Health Visitors to ensure children’s needs are met throughout the day.
Monitoring arrangements

The EYFS Leader will monitor the implementation of this policy, planning and the standards achieved throughout the EYFS on a regular basis. Evidence will include:

· lesson observations and learning walks

· monitoring of teaching/ displays
· discussions with staff/pupil voice

· inhouse/external moderation activities

· pupils progress meetings

· data analysis / progress and attainment of ‘groups’ alongside Termly Venn diagram, ROM and the EYFS Action Plan

Mrs Sarah Phillips (Early Years Lead) 
Autumn 2025
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