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Welcome to our 

 Reception
Curriculum
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Transition to Reception

          Baseline(s)

     What comes next?
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 5 classes - 5 distinctive spaces     2 shared outdoor spaces  

Whole-class learning       Guided-group practice and exploration     

Class-based learning and challenges            Free flow invitation 
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READING

Cultivating a love for reading…

Be a brilliant role model - share your love of reading

Develop family reading rituals - bath-book-bed

Do some spin-offs from well-loved books - invite a tiger for 

tea!

Visit your local library

Do lots of reading when you are out and about 



Reading 
Strategies
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Phonics

What is phonics?
How do we teach it?
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What is phonics?
● A way to teach reading which transfers to development of writing.
● Children are taught two crucial things when learning to read through phonics.

1. How sounds are represented by written letters. For example, they 

will be taught that the letter ʻmʼ represents an mmm sound.

2. How sounds can be blended together to make words. For 

example, they will be taught that the sounds of the letters ʻc-a-tʼ 

blend together to make the word ʻcatʼ.

3. It is just one of the many strategies that we use to teach early 

reading. 
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*In the back of 
your childʼs 
reading record. 
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Children learn and use this terminology.

In ELS we call tricky 
words ‘harder to read and 

spell words’  

S



Pure Sounds
*It is extremely important to pronounce sounds correctly. 
This video link is already on the website and shared on 
Newsletter, to explain and demonstrate this. 

S

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc


Handwriting- letter formation and pencil grip 
● We will consistently support your children with holding a pencil using a 

tripod grip. 
● Gently supporting your child to form their letters with greater accuracy. 
● Name writing- gently reminding children to use a capital for the first 

letter and lowercase for all other letters in their name (ChArliE- Charlie)   
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Maths

● In Reception, we use Mastering Number which has been created 
by NCETM to support our teaching and learning of maths. 

● We have four sessions per week, each session has a clear 
structure and we then incorporate elements of the teaching and 
learning for that week into our continuous provision.

● Mastering Number has clear progression, takes careful and well 
thought steps to embed and build key skills that will enable your 
children to have greater fluency and deeper mathematical 
knowledge and understanding throughout their school journey.  

● Number Blocks- important element of Mastering Number  
● Routines- counting, self registration on tens frames, use of 

numbers in the environment so that the children become familiar 
with number. 
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Maths- subitising 

● We will begin by teaching the children the concept of subitising. 
● Subitising is knowing how many there are in a small group of 

objects by just looking and knowing straightaway without needing 
to count. We will introduce the children to the idea of having “fast 
eyes to subitise.”
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“Fast eyes to subitise”



Maths- Counting, cardinality and 
ordinality.  

● We then move onto counting, cardinality and ordinality.  
● We teach this in practical ways to support the children with the understanding that 

anything can be counted. 
● In school, we will introduce the children to a maths puppet. Last year, we had 

ʻMarty Maths.ʼ 
● Make deliberate mistakes when counting. This will enable your children to explore 

misconceptions without challenging their confidence.  
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*Cardinality- the idea that the last number in the count tells us how many there 

are altogether. 



Maths- Composition
whole and part 

Whole of me 

Part of me  
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Maths- the power of rhyme and song



Maths-  
N

● At the end of the Reception year, we will assess your children using the Early Learning 
Goals. Mastering Number covers all aspects of the Early Learning Goals for Number and 
Numerical Patterns. We were so pleased with the outcomes for our children last year. 

● There is no longer a shape, space and measure Early Learning Goal, BUT it is still an 
integral part of your childʼs learning and development. We continue to explore shapes, time- 
days, months, spatial reasoning, etc. 
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PPA Day - Monday
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S Practical take-aways…
Books are changed on Friday. Book bags are required.

Please pre order lunches at home

Lost property

PE happens on Monday

Please ensure all items of clothing are named

Newsletters come out twice per half term

Please check Tapestry for observations and add your own!


