Escalation of Offences Committed under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996

Penalty Notice Amounts (First, Second & Third Offence)

First Offence
For the first Penalty Notice issued for term‑time leave or irregular attendance:
1. £160 per parent/carer, per child if paid within 28 days
1. Reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days
(Unpaid notices may result in prosecution)

Second Offence (Within 3 Years of the First)
Where a second Penalty Notice is issued for the same pupil within 3 years:
1. £160 if paid within 28 days
(Unpaid notices may result in prosecution)

Third Offence (Within 3 Years of the First)
A third offence will not result in another Penalty Notice. Instead:
1. The Local Authority may escalate the case directly to court through the Single Justice Procedure (SJP) 
1. Magistrates may impose fines of up to £1000.
1. More than three offences may escalate to Section 444 (1A) prosecution (aggravated offence), where a guilty outcome can lead to fines of up to £2,500.
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