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Number Sense Fluency Programme
Starting this half-term children will be commencing a Number Sense Fluency programme to develop their knowledge of times tables, beginning with the 2s. 
Children would benefit greatly through parents and carers giving children gentle prompts and tests to recall facts. In school we have a set way to recall the facts by chanting them as seen below: 
2 x 6 = 12    “Six twos are twelve” 
Note here that we are teaching the children to read the facts with the largest factor coming first, this is so that children are developing a consistent sound pattern which in-turn helps to remember the facts when they are recited orally. Children MUST recite these facts orally in-order to get the best results, studies show that we are able to recall information to a greater degree if we say them out loud in comparison to simply being written. 
When we recall the division sentences we teach children to orally rehearse the multiplication sentence that has previously been taught.
Example: 
12 ÷ 2 = 6 is read as “Six twos are twelve”
This again reinforces the importance of simply learning one sound pattern for the four facts. We are really looking forward to seeing some amazing progress from the children with this new programme of learning times table facts. 
Reminders
PE kits should be worn to school on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Spelling Tests are every Thursday, with spelling lists sent out every Friday. 
If there is ever a need or query you may have, you can contact myself on email at:   
        r.okeefe@britannia.lancs.sch.uk 



Mr. O’Keefe, Miss Nestor, Mrs. Greenwood and Mr. Islam  
	

	Welcome back to school, we hope you had an amazing time over the Christmas holiday and enjoyed plenty of time with family. 

	


Maths                                                                                                                                               
In Maths we are continuing to develop our knowledge of multiplication and division which means it is really important that children are accessing time tables practice, using websites such as TT Rockstars, on a regular basis. We will begin the term by looking at the formal written method of multiplying and dividing large numbers before starting our measurement units (Length, Mass and Volume). 
English                                                                                                                                     
Over the next 6 weeks we will be looking at the fantastically classic story of ‘The Iron Man’, written by Ted Hughes. Before the end of the unit, children will become immersed in the mystery surrounding the Iron Man and have the opportunity to create their own version of a chapter but with their own iron creature as the antagonist! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Science                                                                                                                                    
Our Science topic this term is ‘Forces and Magnets’. This is one of the more experimental units in Year 3 with children having ample opportunities to experiment with the variety of forces in our world, along with investigating the many fascinations of magnets and their powers. 
Geography                                                                                                                                      
We’ll be beginning the half-term looking at our Geography unit ‘Our World’ which gets children to consider what maps and globes are, before considering the important lines of latitude and longitude we find on each. By the end of the unit children will have made their own world map which includes various integral pieces of information. 
DT (Design Technology)                                                                                                        
Building on the skills we developed when building castles last half-term, children will be creating a monster box! However, this won’t be any normal monster box as it will have its own pneumatic system to allow the mouth of the box to open and close. Children will need a shoe box in-order to make their creation, so please where possible could shoe boxes be brought in from the first week back (we do have spare shoe boxes for children who aren’t able to bring one in, however, not enough for an entire class). 
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