Christ the King Catholic Primary School

Spring 2 Reading Newsletter

Welcome to Christ the King's Reading Newsletter for Spring 2 2025. In this newsletter and those that
follow, we would like to share updates with our community about what is going on in school to promote a
love of reading for pleasure. At CtK, we aim o open the minds of our children through the power of
reading. Using our wide and growing collection of books we want fo; inspire and engage children, support
their understanding of the wider world including culture and diversity and provide role models for the
children through a variety of authors. We hope this newsletter keeps you up to date and provides you
with ideas and inspiration to foster a love of a reading at home with your child. If you have any
recommended reads, please let us know!

World Book Day 2025!

At CtK we celebrated World Book Day on
Thursday 6™ March. This year our theme was
'‘Book Choice and Pupil Voice'. We invited the
children to share their favourite book (fiction or
non-fiction) and either provide clues/props for
that book or dress as their favourite character.

The day started with a parade around our school
playground to get the children talking about all
the different characters they could see. Then,
year groups mixed up across school to share
books and gave the older children the chance to
read with the younger children.
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Other activities throughout the day included Live
online author visit from Michael Rosen in KS2,
book cafes (time to read different books in the
classroom), read alouds and book quizzes.
Additionally, children in all classes talked about
what 'Reading is.." to them and contributed to a
wonderful whole school display in our Junior Hall.

Whole school display

KS2 Author Visit

KS2 had a special visitor in school this half
term. Nicola Baker was our visiting author and
came to tell us about her new book 'Finding
Hope'. She talked to the children about her love
of reading and writing when she was younger
and how she has come back to this later in life.
Some children got to meet Nicola after the
assembly and have their book signed. Thank you
to those parents who bought Nicola's new book.




PHONICS SUPPORT FOR PARENTS..

Our Reception and Year 1 children have been busy
learning lots of new graphemes this year. We
teach them to say and blend sounds into words
using 'Robot Arms’ and 'Blending Hands'. Some
children may need more practice to develop this
skill. Here are some fop tips...

For support with reading fluency, please see
page 3.
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Fluency is the bridge between decoding and

c.omprehension.
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Word Readinmmprehension

Not having to concentrate all our energy and effort

on decoding frees up cognitive space to really
understand what we arereading. 4,
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What is Fluency?

The ability to decode words accurately
\/ at a glance and with little effort

Reading aloud, or in our heads, at an
appropriate pace for the text

Adding expression and intonation
whilst considering punctuation

Fluency is not...
about being a fast reader| Faster reading &<

does not lead to better reading| o
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llow can we encourage children to read with

ﬂuency?

Ensure the books children are reading are completely
matched to their phonic ability. This means that they will not
come across a word that they can't decode and the flow of
their reading disrupted. Matched books also mean children
need to put less effort into decoding as they are secure at

/\,__recognising the graphemes within the words.
NS
Parents may view these decodable books sent home as too
easy as their child can quickly read the words but this exactly
what we want| Children can work on reading with more
automaticity and ultimately gain a greater understanding of

thetext.
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