Christ the King Catholic Primary School

Spring 2 Reading Newsletter

Welcome to Christ the King's Reading Newsletter for Spring 2 2023. In this newsletter and those that
follow, we would like to share updates with our community about what is going on in school to promote a
love of reading for pleasure. At CtK, we aim o open the minds of our children through the power of
reading. Using our wide and growing collection of books we want fo; inspire and engage children, support
their understanding of the wider world including culture and diversity and provide role models for the
children through a variety of authors. We hope this newsletter keeps you up to date and provides you
with ideas and inspiration to foster a love of a reading at home with your child. If you have any
recommended reads, please let us know!

World Book Day 2023!

CtK celebrated World Book this term in our
pyjamas and brought in our favourite book and
teddy. The day started with story time in the
Hall with Mrs Barker for KS2 and Mrs Jones for
FS1-KS1. Our new Reading Ambassadors led a
book quiz for the children and teachers to take
part in to test their knowledge of well-known

KS2 story time in the hall

books. Throughout the day, the children focused | Fs1, FS2, Year 1 and Year 2 with Mrs Barker.

on the theme of Traditional tales in their enjoying story time with Mrs —
classrooms; reading them, acting them out, re- Jones. . ]
writing the endings and craft making linked to

the stories - year 3 even baked bread! Year 5 choosing their

books at the Book Swap

We also had our first Book Swap Shop, which was
a huge success. We had hundreds of books
donated that we displayed in the hall and any

a raffle ticket for a book to take home, the
children loved this opportunity!

In the afternoon, all KS2 classes merged with an .
Year 4 spending time in our

FS or KS1 class to share their favourite book. It school library on WBD.

was lovely to see an excitement for reading and

listen to our older children read so confidently to Year 6 sharing stories with
the younger children (who listened very intently). their buddies.

COMING SOON..

Reading Café at CtK .

Come along to a morning session in our school hall to read with your child. From 8:45 to 8:55 you will
be able to grab a biscuit and look at some of the recommended reads provided by teaching staff for
your child's age group. Then you will be joined by your child's class to take the opportunity to read a
story with your child and their friends. We will be starting with 1SH on Tuesday 18™ April in the
Junior Hall. Drop your child off at the gates and sign in at reception. The session will finish by
9.30am. For those children whose parent or grandparent is unable to make it, books will be shared
with another parent or a Teaching Assistant.




IDEAS FOR PARENTS..

Ideas of books for your child to read that
are age appropriate and in a similar genre to
one they may have read previously:

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/what-
should-i-read-next/

More books suggestions in age appropriate
pages:

https://clpe.orqg.uk/books/corebooks?f %5B0%5
D=year-group%3A346

Reading with your child tips:

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/parent-
support/reading-your-child/

Year 4 have enjoyed reading Varjak Paw so
much! Did you know there is a sequel book called
‘The Outlaw Varjak Paw'? If your child is in year
4 (or 5/6) and is looking for a new book to read
this might be the one to keep them hooked on
reading. g

PHONICS SUPPORT FOR PARENTS..

Our Reception and Year 1 children have been
busy learning lots of new graphemes this

year. We teach them to say and blend sounds
into words using 'Robot Arms’ and 'Blending
Hands'. Some children may need more practice
to develop this skill. Here are some top tips...
Use pure sounds and

encourage your child fo
do the same. It will be

Model blending the
sounds in words
yourself. "I need o

Peq cards on 2 washing line fo spell
2 word. Move them closer together
each time you sy the phonemes to
demonstrate the sounds blending.

Reading words that start with
2 continuous consonant, like
ssss, fff and mmm, can make

:::jal'ls that develop auditory memory, like
bingo or matching shakers, as this skill is
vital for children when they begi

ing involves holding the
récalling them and blendins them tosefhef.

in our heads,
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