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Autumn Term Dates


JANUARY
28.01.26 – School Council Meeting – to gain pupil voice
30.01.26 – Y4 school trip to Tatton Park to support their Anglo-Saxon unit
FEBRUARY
04.02.26 – Y4 visit to All Saints Church – parents welcome to the 10:00am service
05.02.26 – Ethos Committee Meeting
10.02.26 – Safer Internet Day
13.02.26 – Ambitions Day – children to come into school dressed in the clothes they might wear for a chosen future job role. 
13.02.26 – Break up for half term.
23.02.25 – INSET day
24.02.26 – Pupils return to school – Tuesday
MARCH
02.03.26 – Governor Focus Visit in school
04.03.26 – Y6 visit to Crucial Crew
05.03.26 – World Book Day
10.03.26 – I Reach in school for parents 9 – 10am
13.03.26 – International Day of Maths
16.03.26 – Parents Evening
20.03.26 – Read Nose Day
23.03.26 – Parents Evening
25.03.26 – Ethos Committee Meeting
25.03.26 – The B Tales in school: Easter Story for EYFS
01.04.26 – The B Tales in school: Easter Story for Y1-Y6
02.04.26 – Non-uniform Day – school Fund Raiser
02.04.26 – School closes for the Easter Holidays





 
We have enjoyed yet another busy week in school. Our lovely Nursery children have been busy completing junk modelling, creating objects of their choice including castles, binoculars and rockets. It has been wonderful to see their creativity! Our Reception class have been exploring all things healthy, with a focus on healthy diets and eating fruit. 
Year 1 have been learning about what animals need to survive, while Year 2 have been studying the Windrush Generation.  Year 3 have been
choreographing and performing superb dance routines in PE to Matilda songs which I managed to watch the other day. They really were fabulous!
In PSHE, Year 4 have been thinking about their future dreams and aspirations. Year 5 have been developing their weaving skills in art, and Year 6 have been learning about the different types of mountains.
Here at Wardley, we pride ourselves on a rich curriculum which celebrates all areas and talents; this week has certainly captured these aspects. 

















	
English at Wardley
 We teach English through Reading, Writing, Spelling and Grammar lessons which the children experience every day in school. Each class has a, ‘Class Read’ which they focus on over a half term and which many ideas are explored through the themes and ideas within the story. The children also complete comprehension style questions based on predictions, interpretation of characters and inference deductions. 
When writing, the children focus on basic sentence structure before developing and expanding into paragraphs. They spend 2 -3 weeks exploring and developing a genre before applying skills to longer more substantiated pieces of writing. 
As a school, we always perform extremely well in English with our end of year results showing that children achieve significantly higher results than those nationally. This is something we are very proud of.


	
	Message from the Secretary of State
We received a very exciting letter from the Secretary of State, Mrs Bridget Phillipson. She has written to us to congratulate us on the excellent outcomes of our disadvantaged pupils who are a particular focus of the government and within Ofsted inspection at the moment. She had identified our school’s achievements as, ‘among the very best nationally’ and stated that this is a, ‘significant achievement’. I would like to pass on my thanks to the whole school community for this achievement and recognition; achieving well is a team effort! A huge thank you to our dedicated staff who always strive for the very best for all our pupils, to our amazing pupils who make us proud every day with their positivity and perseverance and to you, all the parents and carers who support this school through your kindness and dedication. Please find a copy of the letter at the end of this Newsletter. 

Courageous Advocacy
Our Courageous Advocacy collective worship was a huge success on Wednesday. We had over 20 children wanted to speak in front of the whole school about a wide range of issues such as littering, global warming, adoption, understanding different needs, kindness and racism. It was an absolute pleasure to see so many children stand with such confidence as they spoke about matters important to them in the hope that they might change opinion or understanding about the issue. A huge Well Done to all the children who took part in this term’s Courageous Advocacy – you were AMAZING!

Lip gloss
There has been a recent surge in the amount of children bringing in lip glosses to school. Unfortunately, this had led to a few issues leading to upset. As most of the designs are the same, if one is lost, it is near impossible to know whose belongs to whom. There is also the issue of spreading germs as children are sharing them. Whilst I can appreciate that keeping lips protected during our colder months can be extremely beneficial, I feel that the there is now a need to keep up with trend (particularly with the PLOUISE brand) rather than a self-care focus. I am therefore asking that if you feel that your child needs lip care, please ask them to keep their product safely in their bag. They should not be clipped onto school uniform and should not be out in the classroom on desks or in pencil cases. Thank you for your support with this matter, it is much appreciated. 

	Reminders from the office …..
· Next week will be week 1 on the lunch menu.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Dinner money next week is £10.50 and is due on Monday morning.

	Our Christian values and thoughtful time …..
Collective Worship Theme – Compassion
We have continued to develop our understanding of compassion and how we can show others this quality. We read the story of Ruth and Naomi where a younger person showed love and compassion to her old mother-in-law. The story teaches us how older people can help us by sharing their wisdom and life experiences. In their Thoughtful Books, the children have been writing about what they feel they can learn from older people and we had comments such as, they have taught me to cook, they can fix things, they have lots of ideas, they can teach us life lessons from their experiences and they are wise because they have lived through so many things! 

Olivia in Year 2 was awarded Sammy for her piece of work on thankfulness in her Home Worship Book. She created a lovely poster about appreciating what others do for us and drew a lovely picture of smiling people saying, ‘Thank you’ to each other – well done Olivia! 

Have a lovely weekend and see you all next week.
God Bless x
Mrs Walker
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Dear Mrs Walker,

Congratulations to you and your team on the excellent outcomes the disadvantaged pupils at Wardley CofE Primary School achieved at the end of the 2024/25 academic year. Your school’s performance places it among the very best nationally, and this is a significant achievement.

This success reflects the dedication of your staff and the hard work of your pupils. It shows what can be achieved when ambition and commitment come together. Thank you for everything you do to give children the best possible opportunities to succeed.

Your school’s achievements demonstrate what is possible, and I hope you will continue to share your experience and best practice with others. Even the strongest schools can go further. We encourage you to lead the way as a system leader - sharing effective practice, championing networks, supporting collaboration, and helping raise standards across the sector.

There are real opportunities available for you to support improvement for a wider group of pupils including through:
· engaging actively with your region’s RISE networks and partnering with nearby schools and trusts;
· contributing to regional roundtables and professional communities to spread the approaches that are working in your context; and
· sustaining excellence by continuing to focus on disadvantaged pupils

Please pass on my thanks and congratulations to your staff and pupils. I look forward to working with you as we strive together to raise standards for all.

[image: Handwritten signature: "Yours sincerely, Bridget Phillipson]



Bridget Phillipson
Secretary of State for Education
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A message from
Bridget Phillipson
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