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At Sandy Lane Nursery and Forest School we are proud of the great relationships we build with
parents and carers. You are part of our school family and we invite you o support the school to
help us be the best we can be. Can you spare an hour each 1/2 term to be part of our Friends of
Sandy Lane parent and carers group? More information is on the last page of this newsletter.
This group also helps with fundraising, with all money raised used to benefit all our children.

our new families who are beginning their journey with
Sandy Lane Nursery and Forest School. We welcome these
children and parent/carers to our Sandy Lane family and
look forward to the exciting half term ahead.

S— Welcome to the new school year, and a special welcome to
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+ Our first event will be a coffee morning/afternoon to welcome any new group members for
*s+* those of you who are interested to find out a little more. Dates will be shared on Tapestry
and also displayed around school; there will be an am and pm session to fit with your child's
nursery session. If you would like any more information about the group please just speak with me
on the door at drop off or collection.

Marcia, Head teacher

Please can we ask that any parent/carer collecting children outside of the usual drop off/
collection fimes DO NOT hold the main access door open to allow others to enter the
school. This is for Health and Safety reasons, to ensure we are aware of who is in the
building, which children have arrived later than usual and to protect children and staff

Nursery Activities P Healthy Eating
Garden and Sunshine Room - This  omg o As a school we promote healthy eating and children
term's 'big question’ is ‘'What do I e are provided with a range of fruit and vegetables at
know about me?' 'O‘ @ | |snack time. If your child attends for 30 hours and

so brings in a lunchbox please could you ensure it
And the direction for learning for Rainbow Room | | contains a range of healthy food. Our website

this half term is 'What makes me special?’ gives some suggestions you may like to try. Can we
. . . also remind parents that we are an ‘allergy aware’
Cgleb.r'af!ons- We will t?e learning C_‘” about school and so please do not include any nut products
D'qu' this half term with our special guest or anything containing chocolate spread your child's
Purvi. lunchbox. If you would like any help with healthy
lunchbox ideas please speak to a member of staff
in Garden Room who will be happy to help. PLEASE
REMEMBER TO LABEL YOUR CHILDS LUNCH

We will be learning all about recycling and how we can
re-use or reduce our waste. We will also be

- encouraging families to leave the car at
4 f * home for International Walk to
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Look out for more information and dates % y -y
for these events on Tapestry ¢ & ‘

Attendance—good attendance is the key to
good progress \\\

If your child is unwell and needs to be absent from nursery please can I remind you to ring the



Uniform—Children's play can be a messy business. Please
could you ensure your child has a change of clothes in
nursery and that they come to school dressed for the
changing weather.

You may wish to consider purchasing a school t-shirt
and/or sweatshirt. These can be ordered using our

School ' . Spider App.

PICK UP TIMES
AM Children—Doors Open 11:20am—Doors Close 11:30pm

30 Hr Children—Doors Open 2:15pm—Doors Close
2:30pm

PM Children—Doors Open 3:20pm—Doors Close 3:30pm
CHILDREN COLLECTED AFTER THESE TIMES WILL

INCUR A LATE PICK UP FEE of £5.00 per 15 minutes
PAYABLE ON THE DAY.

Primary school.

I know—your child has only just started nursery
and we're already talking about primary school! If
your child is due to start primary school in
September 2027 you will have now received
notification to apply for a school place. The
application is completed on-line. It is important
that you meet the school criteria for the schools
you are applying for and you must apply for 3
schools. If you only apply for one and you don't
meet the criteria of that school then the local
authority will allocate a school with space nearest
to your home address. Contact Janet or Louise in
the school office (623640) if you need any
further information or support

Termly Payments

This is payable every term:

Autumn Term payable September 2026
Spring Term payable January 2027
Summer Term payable April 2027

We ask for a donation towards the school's costs for
snack foods and the little extras every child enjoys like
birthday and Christmas gifts, party food and our end of
year celebration. The amount is based on all families
contributing. Charges for the term are £16 for
children attending 15 hours and £32 for those who
attend for 30 hours. These payments can be made via
our School Spider App.

Can you help?

All schools are busy places and Yo 1l ’ele)
Sandy Lane is no exception. We are B
always keen to welcome volunteers. If you have a
special interest/talent or are just happy to help
where needed and can spare a couple of hours as a
one off or on a regular basis. Please speak to your
child’s room leader. Any help will be much
appreciated.

Happy Birthday to youll

Birthdays this half term include: Zoltan,
Casper, Pearl, Cohen, Ava, Sienna, Lilibet,
Amelia, Milo, Anas, Areen, Arlo W, Lilly
and Michael.

Staff: Nikki C, Karen, Mark, Sarah, Nic S and Kirsten.

We have an amazing outdoor area which children love
to spend time in, whatever the weather. This means
that you need to make sure your child is dressed
appropriately for the changeable weather. Layers are
good to keep children warm or cooler by removing a
layer. All children will need a coat. For children who
enjoy water play and mud we will provide waterproofs
and, if they don't have their own in nursery, we have
wellies which can be borrowed.

Outdoors.

Have you set up your :%:2-‘:‘ APESTRY
Tapestry Account? M w04 M

Tapestry is one of the main ways we share
information with families so it is important that
you log on regularly. Staff will also be busy over
the next few weeks posting pictures which show
just how well the children are settling in. You can
post pictures and comments fo us too using

Tapestry. Home learning

Staff also post a range of weekly home learning
activities on Tapestry. As partners in your child's
learning and development it is important that you
support your child fo complete these activities,
many of which will enable them to gain extra
practice and link experiences they have had in
nursery. If you have any questions about home
learning or are having difficulty accessing Tapestry
please speak to your child's key worker who will be
happy to help.

Take a look at www.sandylanenurseryschool.co.uk
The Parents tab will give you advice on how to help
your child settle in to nursery as well as ideas on
how you can support their learning and development
at home.

School holiday .

We finish for half term on Friday 23th f:}'@;

October and return Monday 2nd November !

Jeans for Genes day, Friday 20th September

Wear jeans to nursery and donate £1 to this great

causel
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Additional Sessions and Wrap Around Care

Childcare
ChOjices

If you are interested in purchasing the odd additional session, to enable your child to stay in nursery all day, please
speak to a member of staff in the office (623640). Are you entitled to 30 hours? If you think you may be eligible for 30 hours
free childcare and have not yet applied please speak to Janet in the office as soon as possible as places are limited.

School Improvement Plan 2026 27

At Sandy Lane Nursery and Forest School, we aim to work in partnership with all members of our school family to
continue our journey of maintaining excellence. Our School Improvement Plan (SIP) sets out priorities that we 7
want to achieve over the academic year. We would like to share our priorities with you, the positive impact

these action will have for our children and how we can work together to help us achieve our goals.

Leadership and Governance Led by Marcia

KEY PRIORITY — To continue to creatively secure ways to
ensure the schools financial sustainability including wrap
around care, our training offer and self funded places

IMPACT FOR CHILDREN — School will continue to be
financially viable and therefore the children will continue
to receive high quality experiences supported by
knowledgeable and experienced staff. This will have a
positive impact on outcomes for children

. %
Inclusion, Personal Development 'Aig-,
and Wellbeing Led by Kirsten & Marcia

KEY PRIORITY —To enhance the school’s current inclusion
offer relating to providing children with a range of
purposeful, enriching and inclusive learning experiences
linked to the curriculum and/or children’s interest as and
when is appropriate, e.g. music, arts, sports, cultural

IMPACT FOR CHILDREN — . Children will benefit from
spending time in the company of a range of children
including those with SEND and learning about difference
and diversity.

Curriculum, Teaching, Achievement

Led by Jamie & Nikki n

>
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KEY PRIORITIES— To enhance current practice through LA
Stronger Foundations training and development to support
mainstream with a focus on communication and early literacy
and secure consistently improved outcomes for children,
particularly disadvantaged groups and those with SEND

IMPACT FOR CHILDREN- Staff skills and knowledge enable
them to make appropriate adaptations which, over time, this
leads to improved outcomes and wellbeing for all children

Safeguarding, Attendance and

including those disadvantaged and children with SEND

=
Behaviour Led by Kirsten :
KEY PRIORITY — To promote the importance of high
attendance to families and stress the positive impact this has
on children’s educational, social, emotional and physical well-
being IMPACT FOR CHILDREN — Children will be benefiting
educationally, socially, emotionally and physically from

attending nursery on a regular basis and having excellent
levels of attendance

How can parents/carers support our priorities?

We believe that working in partnership with parents/carers, as part of our Sandy Lane family, is vital to achieving our
priorities and securing the improvement of the school. You can help us achieve our school priorities for this year by attending

the parent/carer and child events, including workshops. These events will be an opportunity to share ideas of how you can
support your child’s learning at home, which will in turn have a positive impact on their overall progress.

Parents/carers can also help by ensuring your child’s attendance is as good as it can be, enabling them to explore and engage
in learning and develop their skills and knowledge by having time to practice and repeat activities. Helping your child at
home with the learning staff post on Tapestry, working on their ‘next steps’ from VIP posts or Personal Plan targets. Using
Tapestry to share things you have done at home with your child will also give staff valuable information about your child’s
interests and talents, enabling them to create activities based around your child’s current fascinations to make new learning

‘stick’.
You can also help us to think of other ways we can work with parents/carers and support the school with these
£ priorities by joining our Friends of Sandy Lane parent and carer group. This is a friendly and informal group that
“e.s meet half termly. Dates for meetings are posted on Tapestry and also displayed around school. If you would like

any more information about this group please speak with Marcia or Kirsten on the door at drop off or collection.




