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Dear Parents and Carers,

The word Lent comes from an old English word
that means ‘lengthen’ .and refers to the turning
of Winter into Spring mhen the days lengthen
and. the cycle of life, by the groce of God., is
being renewed once more. There are so many
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thankful for. There is more sunlight, birdsong is more noticeable, daffodils
are beginning to grow, and trees are heginning to show signs of coming to
Life. These signs of new Life are echoed in the season of Lent through mwhich the
Church bids us to rmwukmowﬁmmmlsmwhhmundrz@mpnw
o the Lord mho calls us: ‘come back to me, with all youwr heart. Lent,
beginning mith Ash Wednesday, brings to the forefront of owr consciousness
the importance of thankfulness for everything, including life itself which is a
pure gift. The journey of Lent is a journey towards the new miay of living that
Jesus, ﬂruwu,ghﬂnz Hol)é Spirii:, Jpnonwszdbo wsihroughﬂmpowm’ of our most
celebrated season - Easter and the Resurrection of Jesus.

We tend to ﬂunkﬂdﬂic}v@miﬁﬂmmoﬁimrmmmﬂwcmm’ﬁ
year, but the Resurrection of Jesus is by far the most important for Christians.
Whmwszhriﬁhmsﬁwgﬂmaiowhopemmihzrme, we mean it is
our greakest Jn.op.e. When Jesus rose oni'}ua{insi E.aster morning, ik was a
brond-new kind of life. He promises this same life to all who hope in him. No
wonder thot Easter is the greatest feast!
"That you may not grieve as others do who have no hope”
| Thessalonians &: 13
We hope, as albways, you find this newsletter interesting and informative.
Plﬁﬂﬁzk&pmmwwpragﬂﬁmwzﬁupporigﬁwﬁ}uldrmmihwRdig;uows
E.ducation. Mrs. Bannister.

Dates from the Church's calendar:
|8m$%hmuuy Ash Wednesday A2 March Fifth Sunday of Lent
aaﬂddewuxg First Sunday of Lent A5 March  The Annunciation
|t M.arch Second Sunday of Lent A9* March  Palm Sunday
ard April Maundy Thursday
8% March Third Sunday of Lent 34 April G.ood Friday
|5t March Fourth Sunday of Lent 4*‘Apnl Holy S.aturday
| 7t March St. Patrick (Patron of Lreland)
9t March Stﬂla&ph




The Way,
The Truth and
The Life

Ru:epi‘ipn— Joy and Sorrow

TMWMm,ﬂmdﬂldrmowrmaphonda&&wﬂlbzlmrnmg
about joy and sorrow. They will begin to understand that we
are capable of hurting others and that mwe should abways try
bobzkindtom&hoi‘h&r.Th%willernszmnﬁ% ,,
mrr%whmwzmtmmmm,mthnzedtoaﬁkj-mtohdp ad

us to do this. They will also begin to learn that Jesus forgare

those who hurt Him .and know that we can forgive other people when they hurt us.
At Home

Y ou could help your children by:

- talking to them ahout how they can he kind to other people.
-rmnding,ﬂ\mtoﬁa%plmzmdﬂwank%ouaﬂdto
say. sorry when it is appropriake.

“T{he\'i“e and the Brand,e "

Y ear | —Desert to Garden /@m

The focus of this branch is to learn about the season of Lent as a time to prepare for
Easter and to know the story of the last week of Jesus Life, His death, and resurrection.
The Resurrection is remvisited in the next branch, so this branch concludes with the women
WWW%WW@M Aﬁmbrmmhiwvo,ﬂwwm&&w\gﬂmprzﬁmpom
fo the divinity of Christ and to the message of God the Father, Creator of all that is seen
and wnseen.
At Home
Y ou could. help your children by:
° mmuragjngi‘hmbotoikwiﬂm%ouabouiﬂww Lmtenprombszanddiﬁw/sﬁwwgﬁm
which they can Let their Light Shine' during this holy season.
° rzﬂdJﬁgaduLdrzn'ﬁBibiztoWouiaboutﬂmLoﬁiw&koéjm'l%,aand.iﬂlking
ﬂbouii'thlm p@oplzmxdwuxbsmﬂuﬁwrmz.



‘&hﬁ\' ine and Fhe Bf’anfhes

Y ear A—Desert to Garden
In  this  branch, pupls in Y& il  rewisit  scripture
to consolidate learning ahout the events of Holy Week. They wmill
make links hebween the forgiveness Jesus shows at His Crucifixion
and. the ministry of Jesus studied in the previous branch. They
will also explore how Lent is a ftime of reconciliation and
forgiveness for Christians because they mwank to restore their
relationship mith God to be ready to celebrate the Resurrection. They mill develop .an early
understanding of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The branch also focuses on the Easter
Vigil Mass. Easter is the Feast of feasts (CCC 1169), and the Easter Vigil is the high point
of the Baster Tridwum celebrating the passion and Resurrection of Jesus
At Home
Y ou could help your children by:

e reading the events of Holy Week together using a children’s Bible.

® asking them ahout their Lenten promise and supporting them in this.

Omﬁausﬁu\gmdmddlm%ih@wﬁamoé‘

,.‘;{he\ﬁﬂe and FhE‘ Bl’an[hes

Y ear 3—Desert to G.aarden

Folloming on from focusing on the Liturgy of the V\/ond A
in the Prophecy and Promise branch, pupils will focus

on the second part of the Mass, the Liturgy of the Exucharist. They will recognise that The
HJOlJA, Mass is a mirocle: wzmnbzpfzﬁmiﬂiJM’dmﬂxﬂndRmrmhon. With Jesus
Christ, owr risen Lord, we are celebrating the big feast of thanksgiving (YC/K75). The
Eudwariﬁtmthzmzmngpomtwiﬂ\ﬂwzking,domoéGod. Jzﬁusmphzdhm/sd{mbo
humanity (cf. Philippians &:7) and through the Eucharist irwites communicants to enter
li{zmHUn. Iigiwzzsai:horoughzmplnmﬂono{whathappzmsaiHoh&Mms;sandi’harml
presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. As well as learning about Mass factually, this
UMDWAWDPJPDFWEMMJWWW&MMR&MWWOIMM
an,dbokmwﬂwaithmzwzaw%mplzmzmmtowwmmrmpom.

At Home

Y ou could help your children by:

- talking to them ahout all the things we have to be thankful for.

- discussing why Sunday is a special day for Christians.

J:Jakuxg,ﬂwmi:od\urdm éowngmmoppprmmi%boaﬁ:endMaﬁﬁwiﬂ\mole%Lmt
or Holy Week or .asking your child how their experience of Mass was after they have
attended.




J;(rhe\!ine and the B”"”fheg

Y ear b—Desert to G.arden PRAY .

In this branch, pupils will explore Lent's themes of [orgiveness and reconciliation and the
idea that denotion to God leads a person ko do /g,ood Works. ThmaL will .also Look ak H,OJ,%
Week in St Matthew's g;ozspd and see that St Matthew shows Jesus as the sermant-
Messiah. For Lent, i‘hmaL il ij,pl,orz two P.orablm: The pﬂfﬂblz o& the Lost Son and the
parable of the Sheep and the Goats.
At Home:
Y ou could help your children by:
e reading the events of Holy Week together using a children’s Bible.
® asking them .about their Lenten promise and discussing the meaning of the holy
season of Lent.
° takm.g,i‘hmto church, jolning in an opporfunity to ai:tvmdl\/\a&swii‘h;sdwooldmm%
Lent .or Holy Week or asking your child how their experience of Mass was after they
hane alternded.

“fpe Vine and the Brancp es

Y ear 5—Desert to G.aarden Vi -\L
o)

Inthi&brarmh,pupil&wﬂlzmplorzwhaiitmzumto%muiwﬂl
learn about the Last things as part of God's plan for salvation.
T}xz%wulhmrﬂwaiGodyﬁplﬂnmpr wzna,ombogpbohmwm.
The children mill also deepen their understanding of the Ash
Lent.

At Home

Y ou could. help your children by:

- falking to them abhout what strengthens their [riendships and the importance of listening
-MWMLMﬁDWWWIWMMWrWMoL&
-mkingthzahﬂdrmtowpl@nhowﬂszmCommandmmEdeM'gfmi
commandment are guides for lving a good Life.

ASH WEDNESDAY




“ﬁhﬁvi“e and ﬁ'lE BranghES oﬁﬁﬁvﬁw

Year 6 - Desert to G.aarden HolyWeek

As the Church mones through the season of Lent, pupils will Look at the rich symbolism of
St John's account of the end of Jesus' earthly Life. St John's gospel looks to bring .out the
significance of all that Jesus did in light of His Resurrection, though this is not
aunderstood. bxd, those present at the time. P,L,L/PJJJS. il recognise {rom the previous branch
that the narrative works on bwo levels: .an account of what happened and o revelation of
Jesus diwvinity.  Pupils will be encouraged to reflect on the stories personally.
Addih/onall%,WwﬁlmplorzﬂwaiStJohano&hghtmddarkmorwm
i:oMMWPDMIWD{MMMWMWNMMSi:Johnhpa&sLoni&ﬂw
centrol narrative ok the Good Ffid% BRINACR.

At Home

Y ou could help your children by:

- discuss what they have found. out in class and how it will affect their Life journey.

- talk about their understanding of the content and meaning of J.ohn's Gospel.

- Look .af the Stations of the Cross and talk about their relevance for us today.




