Class Rationale – Cotton 2026-27
Cotton Class is a nurturing, playful and supportive environment where children are encouraged to feel safe, happy and ready to learn. We follow the EYFS curriculum and aim to give every child a positive start to school life. Our focus is on building confidence, celebrating achievements and creating an inclusive atmosphere where each child is valued as an individual.
Children learn through a balance of child‑led play and adult‑led activities. Because our pupils have a range of additional needs, we include more adult‑led sessions than a typical EYFS setting. This helps us teach key skills in small, manageable steps and ensures children are well supported as they grow and develop. Each child has personalised Personal Learning Goals and EHCP targets, which are woven into daily routines, so learning is meaningful and matched to their stage of development.
Play is central to our classroom. Children have daily opportunities to explore, investigate and follow their interests in both our indoor and outdoor areas. These experiences help develop curiosity, independence and early social skills. We place a strong focus on the Prime Areas of the EYFS—Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and Language and Physical Development—as these form the foundations for all other learning. We also support children in the Specific Areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.
Our day is carefully structured to help children feel secure and understand what is happening next. We use a range of communication supports including Signalong, symbol fobs, objects of reference, photographs and personalised communication boards or devices. Social and communication development is a key priority, and staff support children with self‑regulation strategies throughout the day. Where helpful, children may use fiddle tools or take part in planned sensory breaks. A supervised break area is available for quiet time and calming activities, and Positive Behaviour Support Plans, Sensory Diets and 1:1 staffing are used when needed.
At Park Lane we see every child as a reader and children follow their own early reading pathway, ensuring reading experiences are enjoyable and matched to their developmental stage. Our pupils also benefit from support from Speech and Language Therapists, the Communication Team, Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists, helping us meet each child’s needs holistically.
We offer enriching experiences such as weekly soft play and sensory room sessions, visits to the local park and swimming. Personal care and mealtimes are supported sensitively to help children develop independence and confidence in these essential life skills.
The Cotton Class team are dedicated to creating a warm, safe and joyful environment where children can grow, have fun and learn together. Our aim is for every child to feel valued, supported and ready for the next steps in their learning and in their journey in Preparing for Adulthood. 

