Pentland Infant and Nursery

School Newsletter

December 2025
Thank you!

Dear Parents / Carers,

Wow, what an amazingly successful term we have had! The children have worked
really hard and have made lots of progress this term. A huge thank you for all of your
support.

It was great to see the incredible turn out for our school ‘Twinkly Nativity’, the children
performed phenomenally well last week and I'm sure you can’t get the songs out of
your head! The children are still enjoying doing a rendition at every given opportunity
in school! 3% &3

We are really proud of the resilience and progress demonstrated across all classes.
The children and staff are certainly ready for a well-deserved break! %>

All the best, stay safe!

Miss Fauzia Farooq and all the staff at Pentland.

Attendance and Extended Leave

Overall attendance this half-term is 92.17%, well below our 96% target. 29 children achieved 100%
attendance this half term, a big well done to them! % This is a huge achievement, thank you for your
ongoing support.

We understand that at times children are unwell and cannot attend school. However, if this becomes a
regular pattern, the class teacher and Miss Faroog will meet with parents to support and actively
encourage better attendance at school. Home visits will also be carried out if necessary.

Much of the school absence has been because of extended leave. All trips abroad must be
planned in the school holidays. The school must be informed if any school days will be missed
and a fine could be issued. Missing school does impact on children’s overall learning and progress and
can have a lasting negative impact into the future.

Parental support is crucial to ensure children attend school on time, every day and
reach their full potential.

Parent Governor Elections

We are excited to announce that the Parent Governor elections will take place in the new year.
This is a wonderful opportunity for parents to play an active role in shaping the future of our
school. Please look out for the nomination forms, which will be sent out soon, and follow the
instructions carefully to ensure your application is valid. Incomplete or incorrectly filled forms
will not be considered, so please take time to review all details before submission. Your
involvement can make a real difference—thank you for your support!




Late Collection Policy

We would like to take this opportunity to address any questions regarding our late
collection policy and to clarify why we have fees in place. We understand that
circumstances can sometimes make punctual collection difficult, but it is important
that all families are aware of the reasons behind this policy and the impact late
collection has on staff, pupils, and the wider school community.

« Staff Overtime: When pupils are not collected on time, our staff are required
to remain at work beyond their contracted hours. The late collection fee helps us to
cover the additional staffing costs incurred when this happens.

- Safeguarding Concerns: Repeated late collections are considered a safeguarding
matter. It is essential that children are collected promptly to ensure their safety and
well-being. Where late collection occurs on multiple occasions, the school may be
required to take further action to protect the child’s welfare. For this reason, we
closely monitor all late collections.

» Emotional Well-being of Pupils: Being collected late can be distressing for children.
Staff often need to spend extra time consoling pupils who are upset or anxious when
they are left waiting. This not only impacts the child emotionally but also

places additional demands on staff.

We appreciate your cooperation in ensuring that children are collected promptly at
the end of the school day. By working together, we can safeguard our pupils, support
their emotional well-being and respect the time of our dedicated staff.

Thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation in this matter.

PE Days for the next half term are as follows:

Kusama Class — Tuesday
Hepworth Class — Monday (Y1 only) and Wednesday
Goldsworthy Class — Monday and Thursday
Van Gogh Class — Tuesday and Wednesday

Polite Request

If your child has their ears pierced, please ensure you remove their
earrings/studs on their PE days. Thank you.




Dates for the diary:

Tuesday 6 January 2026 at 8.45am School Reopens

February half term holiday Monday 16" February to Friday 20" February 2026 (Last day
of term Friday 13 February 2026 and first day back Monday 23 February 2026).

Parent Workshops

« Wednesday 215t January 2026 at 9.00am — Year 1 Maths Parent Workshop with

Miss Tipping

o Thursday 22" January 2026 at 9.00am — Reception Maths Workshop with
Mrs Bell

o Thursday 29 January 2026 at 9.00am - Year 2 Maths Parent Workshop with
Mrs De’Ath

Upcoming Events

Mad Science after school club (invite only) — Every Tuesday (begins 06/01/26)
Year 2 French Activity Morning — Wednesday 4™ February 2026

Attendance Assembly — Thursday 12 February 2026 (at 9am)

Parents Evening — Wednesday 11 February 2026

World Book Day — Thursday 5" March 2026

Science Week - Week beg: Monday 9" March 2026

Year 2 Visit to Headfield - Wednesday 11" March 2026

Eid Parties (Non-uniform) — Monday 23 March 2026

Mother’s Day Events in school TBC

INSET Day (school will be closed) — 20" March 2026

Easter holiday - Last day of term Friday 27t March 2026 and first day back Monday 13"
April 2026.

Future School Trips

e Goldsworthy & Van Gogh - Yorkshire Wildlife Park - Summer 1, 2026
o Kusama & Hepworth - Whistlestop Valley - Spring 2, 2026

Polite Reminder
Parking - Please drive and park your vehicle responsibly. Please respect our
neighbours and refrain from parking in front of their driveways.

Happy Holidays
We hope all our families have a peaceful, prosperous and joyful time over the holidays.
Happy New Year to alll We look forward to seeing you in the New Year... Stay safe and

happy! ©®@
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