
Knowledge Organiser Year 6: Why did the ancient Maya change the way they lived? 

Important things I will know, understand and be able to do: 

1) The location of the countries and cities of modern Central America.   

The natural features of the environment and climate of Central      
America. 

2) The way of life of modern Mayan people. 

3) Who the ancient Maya were and some of their achievements. 

4) The features and purpose of the structures of the ruined Maya city 
of Chicken Itza. 

How the ancient Maya farmed using mountain terraces. 

5) The purpose of a range of ancient Maya artefacts from the city. 

6) The social and religious importance of the ball game pok-a-tok. 

7) The likely cause of the gradual abandonment of the ancient Maya 
jungle cities between AD 900 - 1100. 

How the way of life of the Maya compared with that of the Anglo   
Saxons living in Britain at the same time. 


