
Knowledge Organiser Year 6: What is a river? 

 
Important things I will know, understand and be able to do: 

1) How the course and physical features of a typical river change from 
source to mouth and why these physical features are formed. 

2) What is an estuary and what are the main physical and human uses of 
estuaries? Why estuaries are such an important habitat and ecosystem 
for wildlife. 

3) What is the water cycle and how rivers play an important part in the 
water cycle. 

4) Where the famous meander ‘Isle of Dogs’ is located along the River 
Thames and how and why the land uses and economic activities of the 
Isle of Dogs has changed over time. 

5) Why the port and docks of London declined and closed very quickly in 
the 1950s and 1960s. 

6) Where in the world Bangladesh is located and the rivers that flow 
through it. Why Bangladesh suffers from serious annual river flooding 
and what is being done to manage and control river flooding. 

Fieldwork: How to collect data at various points along a stream to 
show graphically how the river changes. How to create a simple 
cross section across a river 

Visit to Douglas Valley 


