[image: ]In EYFS and KS1, we use the Mastering Number programme from the NCETM.  The programme has been designed to help teachers ensure that ALL children are able to develop a fluency and flexibility with number that we can describe as ‘good number sense’. Having good number sense includes being able to subitise, understand how numbers are composed and can be decomposed, compare quantities and see how numbers are related. Having a deep and secure understanding of number lays the firm foundations that sets children up for success later on.  Children who have good number sense will find it easier to become fluent in number facts within 10, and use these to calculate efficiently and accurately across 10. 
Mastering Number forms the maths lesson in our Reception class four times per week. All other areas of the Maths EYFS curriculum are taught separately and throughout high quality interactions in our continuous provision.  In Years One and Two, Mastering Number is delivered in addition to the daily maths lesson.  Having a secure understanding of the structure of number in KS1, allows for less cognitive load and therefore more opportunity to problem solve and reason. 
In all the year groups, children are explicitly taught precise, mathematical language; this helps them communicate their thinking and reasoning. Opportunities for mathematical talk are embedded in the sessions, and children are supported to learn through talk. This is beneficial for all children.
Our pupils move into Key Stage 2 with increased confidence as well as fluency. Securing fluency in addition and subtraction facts, and being able to use these to calculate efficiently with larger numbers, helps children access the Key Stage 2 curriculum much more easily. If you know that 7 + 5 = 12, then 7⁄10 + 5⁄10 must be 12⁄10!  And if you know that double 8 is 16, then you can use that knowledge to find the product of 2 and 8!
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