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2026

I am looking forward to welcoming everyone to school on Wednesday 2nd September. I am
excited to extend a special welcome to families with children joining us in Reception and our new
starters in other year groups.

Before I go any further, I would like to send a huge thank you again for all of the gifts, cards and
staffroom treats donated for the staff team and myself before the summer break. The
generosity of our families is astounding and your support is greatly appreciated.

This newsletter is being sent in advance of the return to school to ensure that families have all of
the information they need for a smooth start to the school year. I hope that this will be
informative and helpful to you.

First days of term including information for new families of new starters in Reception and
other year groups
The school office will be open on Tuesday 1st September if you have any questions.
The Uniform Union will also be open – please feel free to browse and take whatever you need.
The Uniform Union holds extensive stocks of pre-loved uniform, PE kit, school shoes and sports
shoes in a variety of sizes. You may leave a donation if you wish to but you do not have to – all
we ask is that if you ever have any preloved uniform in good condition that you will pass it on to
us.

On the first day back, Wednesday 2nd September, there are a few things going on to note.
Firstly, in response to feedback from staff and families last year, Reception children will start at
9.15am and finish at 2.45pm. This is for the first day only. Staff will be on the playground to
welcome you, help families to find their way to Reception and begin to settle children in.

Children joining our school in other year groups should attend at the usual school timings from
the first day onwards (please see page 7 of this newsletter for information about the timings of
our school day).

From 9.25am onwards, parents/carers of Reception children are invited to join us for informal
refreshments in the school hall. This is a great opportunity to come and get to know some of the
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other families with children in Reception and we hope that it helps to settle those first day nerves!
You do not need to register this – you are welcome to just turn up for a coffee and a chat.

Meet the Teacher sessions for parents/carers of children in Years 1 – 6
At the end of the first day (2nd September), we are holding Meet the Teacher sessions for
parents/carers of children in Years 1 – 6. The first Meet the Teacher session takes place at 3.30pm
and will be repeated again at 4pm. 

During these meetings, staff will provide information about, for example, homework, reading, PE
and outdoor learning days. You will also be provided with a Curriculum Newsletter which tell you
what your child will learn over the coming term. 

Where families are unable to attend, information including curriculum newsletters will be
provided.

Again, if you have any further questions, please contact your child’s class teacher via
admin@hooleceprimary.cheshire.sch.uk.

To join us for Meet the Teacher sessions, please come in through the door by the main office and
you will be directed to your child’s new classroom.

Free School Meals
From September 2026, all children from households in receipt of Universal Credit will be entitled
to receive a free school meal.

There will be two new groups for free school meals.

Applications for free school meal applications is now open for the academic year 2026/2027
To apply click on the link below https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-
and-learning/free-school-meals
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Mobile Phones
Just a reminder about mobile phones in school and our revised approach based on our extensive
work to canvas parental opinion.

For pupils in Year 6 from September 2026, there is no change to current arrangements.
Pupils may bring phones, including smartphones, only where they are needed because
children travel to and from school unaccompanied. Where children travel to and from school
with family members, they do not bring phones into school.

From September 2026, for pupils up to Year 5, we strongly encourage that basic phones with
no internet access are brought in. We ask that phones are only brought in when absolutely
necessary – where a child is walking to and from school unaccompanied.

We express a strong preference that smart mobile phones and devices are not brought into
school at all.

Where mobile devices are brought into school, parents will be asked to confirm that appropriate
controls are installed.

Pupils in year groups up to and including Year four should not bring phones to school.
We are reliant on families working in partnership with us. I respectfully ask that parents and
carers do cooperate to avoid undermining the school’s efforts to support families in navigating
this issue.

You will appreciate that we are really trying to do our best to protect our pupils’ wellbeing and to
support families. We acknowledge the views of those who are concerned about their children’s
safety on the way to and from school, as well as those wish to delay their child’s access to smart
technology as long as possible. I would again urge parents/carers to look into Pinwheel
(www.pinwheel.com) as this is a way of ensuring that children’s use of mobile technology is safely
managed with contacts carefully filtered and spam/stranger communication blocked.

Cyber-Security Day
A date for your diary – Friday 11th September.

Detective Constable Andrew Kevan from Cheshire Police Cyber Crime Unit is spending a day with
us on Friday 11th September. 

During the day, DC Kevan will lead age appropriate sessions with children to ensure that they
understand how they can keep themselves safe when using technology.

DC Kevan will also present an information session for parents/carers on 11th September. The
timing for this session is provisionally set for 3.30-4.30pm. There will be childcare available for
families to ensure that as many of you as possible are able to attend this briefing.
We are in the process of finalising timings for the day and exact details will be confirmed during
the first week back at school.
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Forum for Parents/Carers of children with special educational needs
We are seeking to reinvigorate our SEND Forum. If you are the parent/carer of a child with
additional needs and you would like to collaborate with us on a regular basis regarding
developments relating to special educational needs, please email Laura Sprowson, School
Inclusion Leader, to register your interest or to find out more. Miss Sprowson can be contacted at
senco@hooleceprimary.cheshire.sch.uk.

We would be grateful for expressions of interest by the end of the school day on Friday 11th
September.

Clubs
We are planning an exciting programme of clubs for this term. Information will be sent to families
during the first week of term about our clubs offer for this term and booking arrangements. Clubs
for Reception pupils will start in the spring term once children have fully adjusted to life in school.

Parking around school 
I wish to remind parents/carers to park responsibly around or school site.

Please avoid parking on double yellow lines, particularly outside the vacant offices opposite
school, down Hoole Lane by the entrance to the school staff car park and at the end of
Housesteads Drive. I would also urge families to park responsibly on roads surrounding the
school site as parking tickets had been issued in the past to vehicles parked on Canadian Avenue.

If you come to or from school in a taxi, please encourage the driver to park responsibly without
blocking pathways or stopping to wait in unsuitable positions.

School is not informed when parking enforcement officers are operating around school but this
appears to be a more regular occurrence. Please avoid penalties being issued to our school
community.

Thank you for your cooperation in ensuring that the roads around our school site are safe and
that we maintain positive relationships with our neighbours.
 
PE and Forest School Days for this term
Please note that there will be no Forest School running on the first week of term, so children need
to come dressed in school uniform. Forest School lessons start from Monday 7th September.

From 3rd September, PE lessons will begin, so pupils should come prepared for PE from Thursday
onwards. Thank you again for your cooperation in maintaining high standards with regards to
school uniform and PE kit.

A copy of weekly newsletters are available on the school website, www.hooleceprimary.co.uk,
along with copies of all letters and information we send out. If you have any questions or require
any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us or ask a member of
staff.

http://www.hooleceprimary.co.uk/




Our School Day
At the start and end of the day, there are designated gates for collection for different year groups
and classes. 

Autumn Term

If you know you are going to be late to collect your child, or if you have arranged for someone else
to collect your child, please inform us by telephone. 

If your child is going to be collected by a child-minder or you have an alternative regular
permanent arrangement please inform us in writing or by email. 

If any child in Years 5-6 have your permission to walk home by themselves the school, parents
must provide written permission to the School Office or complete the School Spider survey.

Please note that children will be marked as late if they arrive after the time registration closes. 

On the first day only, children in Reception classes start school at 9.15pm and finish at 2.45pm. 

http://hoole.schoolspider.co.uk/contact
http://hoole.schoolspider.co.uk/contact


Autumn Term Timetables

Class PE Days Information Forest Days Information

RM Thursdays
Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

No sessions this term n/a

RW Thursdays
Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

No sessions this term n/a

1J
Tuesdays and
Wednesdays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

No sessions this term n/a

1H
Tuesdays and
Wednesdays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

No sessions this term n/a

2C
Monday and
Thursdays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

Tuesdays
Wear clothes suitable
for getting muddy plus
school jumper/cardigan

2EI
Monday and
Thursdays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

Tuesdays
Wear clothes suitable
for getting muddy plus
school jumper/cardigan

3S
Tuesdays and
Fridays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

Thursdays
Wear clothes suitable
for getting muddy plus
school jumper/cardigan

3U
Tuesdays and
Fridays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

Thursdays
Wear clothes suitable
for getting muddy plus
school jumper/cardigan

4JK
Mondays and
Fridays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

Sessions start after
half-term holidays

Wear clothes suitable
for getting muddy plus
school jumper/cardigan

4K
Mondays and
Fridays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

Sessions start after
half-term holidays

Wear clothes suitable
for getting muddy plus
school jumper/cardigan

5S
Wednesdays
and Fridays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

No sessions this term n/a

5J
Wednesdays
and Fridays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

No sessions this term n/a

6B
Tuesdays and
Thursdays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

No sessions this term n/a

6M
Tuesdays and
Thursdays

Wear PE Kit to school plus
school jumper/cardigan

No sessions this term n/a



PE Lessons
From 3rd September, children should come to school in PE kit on the days they have PE lessons.
Please note that there are no PE lessons on the first day back. Please see the timetable above.

Thank you for supporting us in ensuring that your child’s school uniform, PE kit and school shoes
are in line with our school uniform code. 

Our PE kit is as follows:
Indoor: plain white t-shirt, black/navy shorts, plain black pumps or trainers.
Outdoor: plain tracksuits (navy/royal blue or black). No hoods.

Forest School
From week beginning 7th September, children should come to school in suitable outdoor clothes
on the days they have Forest School sessions. Please see the timetable above. 

Suitable outdoor clothes include:
Long trousers such as leggings, jogging bottoms or waterproof trousers etc.
School Branded Jumper or Cardigan
Waterproof coat (not just “showerproof”)
Wellies/Outdoor shoes
Gloves/hats if the weather is cold

Autumn Term Timetables





.Stop the Spread!

Meet the Teacher
Parents and carers of children in years 1-6 are invited to meet their child’s new teacher, straight
after school on the first day of term. We are holding two sessions, one at 3.30pm and one at 4pm.
There’s no need to book - simply collect your child as normal at the end of the day and then enter
school through the School Office.

Teachers will be available to welcome you into your child's new classroom to see their learning
space and explore the curriculum for this year. Children welcome!



Date Class

Friday 18th September Team 5J

Friday 2nd October Team 5S

Friday 9th October Team 4JK

Friday 16th October Team 4K

Wednesday 11th November Team 3S

Friday 20th November Team 2C

Friday 27th November Team 3U

Friday 4th December Team 2EI

Friday 15th January Team 1H

Thursday 21st January Team 1J

Friday 29th January Team 6B

Friday 26th February Team 6M

Friday 5th March Team 5J

Friday 12th March Team 5S

Friday 19th March Team RW

Friday 23rd April Team RM

Friday 30th April Team 2C

Friday 7th May Team 2EI

Friday 14th May Team 4JK

Friday 21st May Team 4K

Wednesday 16th June Team 3S

Friday 25th June Team 3U

Thursday 1st July Team 1J

Friday 9th July Team 1H

Parents and carers are invited to Class Assembly when their child’s class is presenting. Please
arrive at the School Office at 2.25pm for a 2.30pm start. If you are able to join us, please refrain
from parking in the visitors car park as the gates will close during the assembly.

Class Assemblies



Autumn Term Lunch Menu
The Team from Edsential continue to provide school meals for our pupils in the next academic year.
Please note that the cost of the school dinner is £3 for paying pupils in Key Stage 2 (Years 3 – 6).
Children in Reception, Years 1 and 2 are entitled to a free school lunch under the Universal Free School
Meal Scheme. Families with children in Key Stage 2 who are receiving  benefits, may be also entitled to
Free School Meals
 
If you feel you may be entitled to Free School Meals, you can arrange this by contacting Cheshire West
and Chester Council on 0300 1237021 or apply online at www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk.

If your child has any food allergies or intolerances that we have not already recorded, please speak to
the School Office on the first day back at school. 

http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/


Year 6 Secondary School Applications 

As a school, we recognise that children's attitudes towards money are 
largely formed between the ages of 3 and 7 and we want children to learn 
the importance of managing money well. To this end, we have partnered 
with the Credit Union in Chester and offer all pupils the opportunity to open 
a bank account in school. 

They can deposit money in our school bank every Tuesday morning (from 15th September)
and this will be credited to their bank account. 

The bank is run by pupils from the school and overseen by Miss Rennocks. and Mrs Stirk Should
children wish to withdraw money this can be done at the Credit Union in Chester. Over the last
two years we have seen children's understanding of the choices money offers them increase,
children can talk about why they are saving and know that by saving now, they will have more
to spend later. It is our hope that by doing this, we are helping children develop habits that will
serve them well as adults.

All children at school are welcome to open a bank account. If you would like more details, pop
into the school office and Mrs Watling will be able to give you an application form.

The closing date for applications for secondary school places is 31st October 2026.

Applications for secondary schools are made online via the link:
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-
learning/school-admissions/secondary-admissions

General information can be found at 
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-
learning/school-admissions/general-information

A parents guide to applying for secondary school can be found 
at www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/asset-library/
secondary-booklet-sep252.pdf

We also prepared a helpful guide for parents to prepare and 
support your child during their transition, which can found 
on our school website, 
www.hooleceprimary.co.uk/class/year-6



We are committed to supporting our school family in every possible way.

At the front of our school, we have a blue cabin which houses our Story Shack, next to the Uniform
Union. Our Story Shack is our very own school library so pupils at Hoole are never short of
something exciting to read!

The Story Shack contains a wide variety of books, educational toys and games suitable for
readers and players of all ages. There are fiction and non-fiction books to suit every interest for
children to enjoy independently or with a member of their family. Any member of our school may
borrow books or games to enjoy for as long as they wish. There is no need to sign out books or
have any special library ticket. Children and their families may access the Story Shack and choose
what they would like. Our only condition is that items are returned in good condition, with no
missing pages or pieces, so that they can be enjoyed again in the future.

The Story Shack supports us in ensuring that children develop a love of reading for pleasure. It
ensures that all children have access to a wide range of reading materials, authors and genres.
This is particularly important if they unable to access a public library or have limited reading
resources at home.

The loan of educational games and toys supports pupils in building social skills, 
such as turn taking and working collaboratively, and problem-solving skills.

Providing this service also enables us to promote a positive message 
about sustainability, recycling and reusing items to our school family.

The Story Shack is open every school day from 8am to 4.30pm

What our
families

think!

Story Shack

Take a trip to the

Story shack!

“My daughter loves
to go in there to

borrow books and it
is more convenient

that always going to
the library.”

“My child loves visiting
the Story Shack after
school and choosing a

book or a puzzle. It kept
him entertained on
long, dark Winter
afternoons after

school.”

“My child really
enjoys having a new

game of book to borrow.
It also helps him to

understand that it is
good to donate stuff 
too for other people

to enjoy.”

“Oh we absolutely lovethe Story Shack!We are there aminimum of two orthree times aweek!”
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24th July-31  Augustst Summer Holidays

1st September INSET Day (school closed to pupils)

2nd September Autumn Term Starts

9th September Year 6 Residential Parent Meeting 5.30pm

23rd-25th September Year 6 Residential Trip

26th-30th October School Holidays

Whole School Flu Vaccinations

4th November

2nd September Meet the Teacher Parent Drop-in from 3.30pm

8th September Year 2 Forest School Starts

10th September Year 3 Forest School Starts

14th September

28th September After-school Clubs Start

1st October Reception Phonics Parent Workshop

INSET Day (school closed to pupils)2nd November

Year 4 Forest School Starts

12th November Reception Maths Parent Workshop

19th November Pupil Photographs

8th December Year 1-2 Christmas Service at All Saints’ Church

9th December Reception Nativity Service (time tbc)
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Reception Nativity Service (time tbc)

INSET Day (school closed to pupils)

School Holidays

9th December Year 3-4 Christmas Service at All Saints’ Church

10th December

10th December Year 5-6 Christmas Service at All Saints’ Church

14th December Year 5 Christmas Party

15th December Year 3 Christmas Party

16th December Reception Christmas Party

16th December Year 1 Christmas Party

17th December Year 4 Christmas Party

18th December Year 2 Christmas Party

18th December Year 6 Christmas Party

21st December - 3  Januaryrd School Holidays

4th January

5th January Spring Term Starts

15th-19th February

26th March - 11  Aprilth School Holidays

12  Aprilth Summer Term Starts

28  Mayth INSET Day (school closed to pupils)

31st May - 4  Juneth School Holidays
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