
Reading list – Year 4  

Let your light shine by reading these fantastic books! 

There’s a Werewolf in my Tent by Pamela Butchart  
Operation Gadgetman by Malorie Blackman  
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 
Billionaire Boy by David Walliams  
Christophe's Story by Nikki Cornwell 
Cloud Busting by Malorie Blackman 
Give Peas a Chance by Morris Gleitzman 
The Accidental Prime Minister by Tom McLaughlin 
Kid Normal by Greg James 
The Legend Podkin One-Ear by Kieran Larwood 
The Queen’s Nose by Dick King-Smith 
The Train to Impossible Places by P.G. Bell 
When the Mountains Roared by Jess Butterworth 
The Famous Five: Five on Treasure Island by Enid Blyton 
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate Dicamillo 
The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross 
Please Mrs Butler (Poem book) by Allan Ahlberg 
Race to the Frozen North by Catherine Johnson and Katie Hickey 
James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl  
Tom Gates: Furry Friends by Liz Pichon  
Snow Sister by Emma Carrol 
Buried Alive by Jacqueline Wilson 
Cool by Michael Morpurgo 
Ultimate Football Heroes – Messi, Ronaldo, Gerrard, Kane, Neymar  
and many more 

Motivated and resilient learners might like to try… 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by J.K. Rowling 
My Brother is a Superhero by David Solomons  
The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Phillip Pullman  
Head Kid by David Baddiel  
 

 
 
 
 
If there aren’t any books on this list that interest you, or you have read 
them all, have a look at the Year 3 or Year 5 list. There may be some on 
there that you haven’t read. You could also look at the website 
www.booksfortopics.com. They have suggested reading lists for each year 
group. 
 
 
      

 
 

 

 



Autumn  

Enthusiastic and curious thinkers might like to read… 

Autumn 1 - Where in the world? 

The Akimbo Adventures by Alexander McCall Smith 

The Hunter by Paul Geraghty 

The White Giraffe by Lauren St John 

Tales from Africa by Kathleen Arnott  

 

Motivated and resilient learners might like to try… 

Journey to Jo'burg by Beverley Naidoo 

The Fastest Boy in the World by Elizabeth Laird  

The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo 

The Boy Who Biked the World: On the Road to Africa by Alastair Humphreys 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Autumn 2 - Knights and Castles 
 
How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell 

  
Dragons and Crumbling Castle by Terry Pratchett  
 
The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch & Michael Martchenko  

The Boy Who Grew Dragons by Andy Shepherd & Sara Ogilvie  

King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table by Marcia Williams 

Knighthood for beginners by Elys Dolan 
 

Non -fiction 

See Inside Castles by Katie Daynes and David Hancock 

100 facts on Knights and Castles by Jane Walker# 

 

 

 

 



Spring  

Enthusiastic and curious thinkers might like to read… 

Spring 1 – The Romans 

The Thieves of Ostia by Caroline Lawrence 

Empire's End - A Roman Story by Leila Rasheed 

Romans on the Rampage by Jeremy Strong 

Defenders: Dark Arena by Tom Palmer 

A Roman Adventure (The Histronauts) by Frances Durkin & Grace Cooke 

Tiger, Tiger by Lynne Reid Bank 

My story: Roman Invasion by Jim Eldridge 

My story: Pompeii by Sue Reid  

The Orchard Book Of Roman Myths by Geraldine McCaughrean & Emma  

Chichester Clark 

Non-fiction  

Horrible Histories: Rotten Romans 

You Think You've Got It Bad: A Kid's Life in Ancient Rome by Chae Strathie & Marisa Morea 

Avoid Being a Roman Soldier (The Danger Zone) by David Stewart 

What the Romans Did For Us by Alison Hawes 

 

 

Spring 2 - Volcanoes 

The secrets of Vesuvius by Caroline Lawrence 

Pele and the River of Fire by Michael Nordenstrom 

Pele and Poli‘ahu -A Tale of Fire and Ice by Malia Collins 

Dear Katie, the Volcano is a Girl by Jean Craighead George   

Non -f iction 

Volcanoes and Earthquakes by Kathy Furgang  

King of the Cloud Forests by Michael Morpurgo 

Earth Shattering Events by Sophie Williams & Robin Jacobs 

100 Facts: Planet Earth by Peter Riley 

The Rock Factory: A Story About Rocks and Stones by Jacqui Bailey and  

Matthew Lilly 

 

 



Summer  

Enthusiastic and curious thinkers might like to read… 

Summer 1 - Rainforests 

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry 

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell  

The Shaman's Apprentice by Lynne Cherry & Mark Plotkin  

Pongo by Jesse Hodgson 

The Vanishing Rainforest by Richard Platt & Rupert van Wyk 

Non - fiction  

Lifesize: Rainforest by Anita Ganeri & Stuart Jackson-Carter 

Wild Animals of the South by Dieter Braun  

Rainforests in 30 Seconds by Jen Green & Stephanie Murphy 

Amazon Adventure: Unfolding Journeys by Stewart Ross & Jenni Sparks  

100 Facts: Rainforests by Camilla De la Bedoyere 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 2 - Myths and Legends  

The Children's Book of Myths and Legends by Ronne Randall  

Wild Swans by Xanthe Gresham Knight  

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin  

Percy Jackson’s Greek Gods by Rick Riordan  

The Moon by Hannah Pang  

The Winged Horse Race by Kallie George 

Malamander by Thomas Taylor 

Lightning Chase Me Home by Amber Lee Dodd 

Irish Fairy Tales, Myths and Legends by Kieran Fanning 

The Origin of the Milky Way and Other Living Stories of the Cherokee by  

Barbara Duncan  

 

 


