
Knowledge Organiser Topic: Rivers Term: Autumn Year Group: 5 

Vocabulary Dozen 

Physical Features 
A natural feature on the surface of 

earth such as water or mountains. 

Source Where a river begins/originates from. 

Tributary 
A river or stream flowing into a larger 

river. 

Confluence The junction where two rivers meet. 

Estuary 
The mouth of a river where the river 

meets the sea. 

Erosion Wearing away the river bed and banks. 

Transportation 
The movement of the river carrying 

stones, pebbles, mud and sand. 

Deposition 
Where the river slows and drops mud 

and other debris onto the river bed. 

Flooding When a river overspills its banks. 

Settlement 
The place where people establish a 

community. 

Upper, Middle,  

Lower Course  
The stages of a river. 

Topography 
A detailed map of the surface features 

of land. 
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