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Progression in grammar and punctuation 

Progression in Punctuation 


	
	Year 1 
	Year 2 
	Year 3 
	Year 4
	Year 5 
	Year 6 

	Spaces 
	Use spaces to separate words.
	Use spaces that reflect the size of the letters.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	
	

	Capital Letters 
	Use capital letters for the start of a sentence, names, personal pronouns.
	Use capital letters correctly. 
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	
	

	Full Stops 
	Begin to use full stops.
	Use full stops to correctly demarcate sentences.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	
	

	Questions Marks 
	Begin to use question marks.
	Use question marks to correctly demarcate sentences.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	
	

	Exclamation Marks 
	Begin to use exclamation marks.
	Use exclamation marks to correctly demarcate sentences.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	
	

	Apostrophes 
	Read words with contractions 
	Apostrophes used to mark where letters are missing in spelling. Possessive apostrophes used for singular nouns.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Apostrophes used to mark plural possession. The grammatical difference between plural and possessive -s.
	
	

	Commas 
	
	Use commas to separate items in lists.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Use a comma after a fronted adverbial.
	Commas used to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity.
	

	Inverted Commas 
	
	
	Introduce inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech.
	Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech.
	Choose the position of the reporting clause (e.g. before or after the spoken words).
	Consolidate learning from previous years.

	Parenthesis 
	
	
	
	
	Brackets, dashes or commas used to mark parenthesis.
	

	Semi-colons, colons and dashes
	
	
	
	
	
	Semi-colons, colons and dashes used to mark boundaries between clauses. Colons used to introduce a list.

	Bullet Points 
	
	
	
	
	
	Bullet points used to list information. 

	Hyphens 
	
	
	
	
	
	Hyphens used to avoid ambiguity.





Progression In Grammar 
	
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6 

	Nouns 
	Introduce the term noun. Regular plural noun suffixes -s or -es including the effects of these suffixes on the meaning of the noun.
	Distinguish between common and proper nouns. Formation of nouns using suffixes such as -ness, -er and compounding.
	Formation of nouns using a range of prefixes (super-, anti-, auto-).
	Introduce collective nouns (e.g. flock of sheep, herd of cows).
	Understand the difference between concrete nouns and abstract nouns.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.

	Noun Phrases 
	
	Use expanded noun phrases for description and specification.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Use noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and prepositional phrases
	Noun phrases expanded by non-finite clauses (e.g. vanilla ice-cream drizzled in raspberry sauce).
	Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely.

	Adjectives 
	Introduce the term adjective. Add '-er' and '-est' to adjectives where no change is needed to the root word.
	Use adjectives to create description, including in expanded noun phrases. Formation of adjectives using suffixes -ful, -less. Use of the suffixes -er and -est to create comparative and superlative adjectives.
	Begin to choose appropriate adjectives.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.

	Determiners 
	
	Introduce the term determiner, for example when talking about expanded noun phrases.
	Forms a and an according to whether the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel.
	Use and recognise a range of determiners (e.g. articles, demonstratives, quantifiers, possessives).
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.

	Verbs 
	Introduce the term verb explaining that many verbs are doing words.
	Talk about verbs as doing and being words.
	Establish that verbs can be doing, being and having words.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.

	Tense 
	Simple past tense ‘-ed’

Using -ed where no change is needed in the spelling of root words. 
	Correct and consistent use of past and present tense 

Progressive form of verbs in the past and present tense
	Use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past.
	Recognise that the subject of a sentence can be in the first, second or third person. 

Check that subjects and verbs agree, and that use of tense is consistent. 
	Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause (to include the past perfect form of verbs). 
	Consolidate learning from previous years.

	Adverbs and adverbials 
	
	Suffix '-ly' added in Standard English to turn adjectives into adverbs.
	Establish that not all adverbs end -ly (e.g. always, well, nevertheless). Express time, place and cause using adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore].
	Fronted adverbials. Comma after fronted adverbial.
	Indicate degrees of possibility with adverbs. Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [e.g. later], place [e.g. nearby] and number [e.g. secondly] or tense choices [e.g. he had seen her before]
	Consolidate learning from previous years.

	Sentences 
	How words can combine to make sentences. Sequencing sentences to form short narratives.
	How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, exclamation or command.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, why, whose, that, or an omitted relative pronoun.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.

	Conjunctions
	Join words and clauses using and. 
	Subordination (when, if, that, because). Coordination (or, and, but).
	Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [e.g., when, so, before, after, while, because].
	Use a wider range of conjunctions.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.
	Consolidate learning from previous years.

	Prepositions 
	
	
	Expressing time, place and cause using prepositions (for example, before, after, during, in, because of).
	
	
	

	Paragraphs 
	
	
	Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material. Use headings and subheadings to aid presentation.
	Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme.
	
	

	Cohesions 
	Join words and clauses using ‘and’
	Subordination (when, if, that, because). 
Coordination (or, and, but). 
	Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [e.g., when, so, before, after, while, because].


Expressing time, place and cause using prepositions (for example, before, after, during, in, because of).


	Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition.
	Devices to build cohesion with a paragraph [e.g., then, after that, this, firstly].
	Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical connections, the use of adverbials, and ellipses.

	Standard English and levels of formality 
	
	
	
	Use Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [e.g. we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done]
	
	The difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and writing [e.g., find out – discover; ask for – request; go in – enter] The difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures appropriate for formal speech and writing [e.g., the use of question tags e.g. He's your friend, isn't he? Or the use of the subjunctive forms such as If I were or Were they to come in some very formal writing and speech]
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