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Year 4 READING 
Aspect Autumn Spring Summer 

Applying 

Phonics 

 I know that phonics is one 

strategy to read unfamiliar 

words. 

 I know when phonic strategies 

will help to read a word and 

when they will not. 

 I use knowledge of root words to 

help me read unfamiliar words. 

 I use root words to help me 

understand the meaning of 

unfamiliar words. 

 I use knowledge of learned 

prefixes and suffixes to help me 

read unfamiliar words. 

 I use prefixes and suffixes to help 

me understand the meaning of 

unfamiliar words. 

 

 I apply knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes to help me read 

aloud and to understand the 

meaning of unfamiliar words. 

 I know that many words may have 

a similar pronunciation but may be 

written differently. 

 I know that some of these are 

unusual. 

 I use knowledge of unusual 

phoneme/grapheme 

correspondences to help me read 

unfamiliar words. 

 I know that unfamiliar words can be 

read by using knowledge of known 

similar words (analogy). 

 I use analogy drawing on the 

pronunciation of similar known 

words to read others 

 

Reading for 

Pleasure 

 I know that there is a range of 

narrative stories. 

 I discuss the range of narrative 

stories introduced so far and 

consider differences and 

similarities. 

 I understand that these have 

different plot patterns. 

 I know that the plot develops in 

 I understand that a writer can use 

patterned language for effect. 

 I can find examples of patterned 

language for effect. 

 I identify words and language that 

show the setting of a book – 

historical, cultural or social. 

 I know that writers choose words 

and language to show atmosphere, 

 I can explain the effect of 

patterned language for effect. 

 I can explain how the writer has 

used words and language to 

show the setting of a book. 

 I can explain how the words and 

language used shows 

atmosphere, mood or feelings. 

 I can explain why a writer has 
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Year 4 READING 
Aspect Autumn Spring Summer 

different ways according to the 

plot pattern. 

 I use a dictionary to check or 

find the meaning of new words. 

 I find similarities in the books I 

read. 

 I understand that writers open 

stories in different ways. 

mood or feelings. 

 I can find words and language in 

my reading that writers have used 

to show atmosphere, mood or 

feelings. 

 I identify different openings in 

different books and I can compare 

different story openings. 

chosen specific words and 

language to create atmosphere, 

mood or feelings. 

 I record words and language 

from my reading to use in my own 

writing. 

 I can find similarities in the use of 

language and openings in books 

experienced. 

Reading for 

Pleasure - 

Poetry 

 I know that there are different 

forms of poetry. 

 I know that words and language 

in poems create effects. 

 

 I recognise and name different 

types of poems which have been 

introduced to me. 

 I can explain the effect created by 

the poet’s choice of words and 

language. 

 I know that poems may have 

patterned language. 

 I can find examples of patterned 

language in the poems I read. 

 I can explain the effect of 

patterned language in poems and 

why a poet might use it. 

 I understand that the meaning of 

poems can be enhanced through 

performance. 

 I enjoy watching performances of 

poems. 

 I discuss how the meaning is 

enhanced through performance. 

 

 I identify that intonation, tone, 

volume and action can be used 

to enhance meaning. 

 

 I prepare poems to read aloud 

and to perform, showing 

understanding through 

intonation, tone, volume and 

action. 

 

 

Reading for 

Pleasure – 

 I choose a specific non-fiction 

book for a specific purpose. 

 I know where to find the specific 

information needed in my book. 
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Year 4 READING 
Aspect Autumn Spring Summer 

Non-Fiction  I identify any words that are 

unfamiliar to me. 

 I use dictionaries to check or find 

the meaning of unfamiliar 

words. 

 I know how to use a non-fiction 

book to find identified information. 

 I discuss the meaning of the 

unfamiliar words identified. 

Reading with 

understanding 

 I frequently empathise with a 

character. 

 I identify the main idea/s of a 

text. 

 I know that the main idea of a 

text can be summarised in a 

sentence. 

 I know that many books have 

themes. 

 I discuss the possible theme/s in 

books. 

 I identify a theme in a book. 

 I know that the organisation and 

layout of books vary according 

to the purpose of book. 

 

 I understand that a reader needs to 

interact with a text to understand it 

fully. 

 I can check understanding in any 

book or text read. 

 I actively seek the meaning of any 

words or language not understood. 

 I ask questions to ensure 

understanding of a text. 

 I can check the meaning of any 

unfamiliar words through 

questioning, discussion or use of 

dictionaries. 

 I understand that a writer wants the 

reader to respond in a certain way. 

 I can explain how the writer made 

sure of the reader’s response, using 

evidence from the text. 

 I can compare with others’ personal 

responses to a text. 

 I understand why a character 

acted or responded or felt in a 

certain way. 

 I make predictions based on the 

 I ask questions to deepen 

understanding of a text – 

between and beyond the lines. 

 I can find where the writer has 

written to make the reader 

respond in a certain way. 

 I can adapt my own response in 

the light of others’ responses. 

 

 I understand why a writer wanted 

the character to respond in a 

certain way. 

 I infer meaning using evidence 

from events, description and 

dialogue. 

 I make connections with books 

with similar themes. 

 I skim to find specific information 

on a page or in a paragraph. 

 I can scan a page or paragraph 

to find key words or information. 
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Year 4 READING 
Aspect Autumn Spring Summer 

text and from knowledge from other 

books. 

 I identify the main idea in 

paragraphs in a text. 

 I summarise the main idea of a text 

in a sentence. 

 I can find evidence which shows 

what the theme is in a book. 

 I can explain why the evidence 

shows what the theme is. 

 I use the organisation and layout of 

a book to find specific information. 

 I record key words or information 

found 
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Working at a HIGHER STANDARD (Greater Depth) 

YEAR 4 READING 
Phonics/ Words Comprehension Reading for Enjoyment 

 I skim, scan and organise non-fiction 

information under different headings. 

 When reading aloud, I show awareness of 

the listener through the use of pauses, 

giving emphasis and keeping an 

appropriate pace to entertain and 

maintain interest. 

 

 I locate and use information from 

a range of sources, both fiction 

and non-fiction. 

 I appreciate that there can be 

bias in persuasive writing, including 

within articles and advertisements. 

 I use inference and deduction to 

work out the characteristics of 

different people from a story.  

 I refer to the text to support my 

predictions and opinions. 

 I talk about why I prefer certain authors 

and get ‘immersed’ in reading their books. 

 I have established a preference for 

specific genre of texts and can explain 

why this is the case. 

 I talk widely about different authors, giving some information about their backgrounds and the type of literature they produce. 

 I can compare fictional accounts in historical novels with the factual account. 

 I am confident of my ability to read between the lines as well as my ability to read beyond the lines. 

 I am confident enough to ask questions related to the text I am reading and to offer opinions about the way the story may begin 

to unfold.  

 I know that if I met the author of a book that I have read, I would have several questions to ask them. 

 I am regularly using ideas I picked up from my reading in my own writing. 
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Year 4 WRITING 
Aspect Autumn Spring Summer 

Handwriting  I use the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes that are 

needed to join letters. 

 I understand which letters, 

when adjacent to one 

another, are best left un-

joined. b/p/s/x 

 I increase the legibility, consistency 

and quality of my handwriting: down 

strokes of letters are parallel and 

equidistant; lines of writing are 

spaced sufficiently so that the 

ascenders and descenders of letters 

do not touch. 

 

Spelling  I use the first two or three 

letters of a word to check its 

spelling in a dictionary. 

 I spell words with additional prefixes 

and suffixes and understand how to 

add them to root words. (– ation, 

ous, ion, ian) 

 I use plural – s and possessive –s 

correctly. (The girls were playing 

football.   The girls’ football boots. 

The girl’s football boots.) 

 I recognise and spell additional 

homophones. (accept/except; 

whose/who’s;  whether/weather; 

peace/piece;  medal/meddle) 

 I spell identified commonly misspelt 

words from the Year 3 and 4 word list. 
 

Composition  I write from memory simple 

dictated sentences that 

include words and 

punctuation taught. 

 My narrative writing is 

organised into clear 

sequences with more than a 

basic beginning, middle and 

end.  

 I write a narrative with a clear 

structure, setting, characters and 

plot. 

 I include key vocabulary and 

grammar choices that link to the 

style of writing. (e.g.: Scientific 

words/ historical words/ words that 

fit with the context such as science 

fiction) 

 

 I begin to open paragraphs with 

topic sentences and organise them 

around a theme. (Boxing up method 

independently; five-part story 

volcano; chunking their writing into 

paragraphs- they then use this to 

ensure they have accurate 

paragraphs and how to demarcate 

them). 

 My endings are developed and 

close the narrative appropriately 

relating to the beginning or a 

change in a character. 
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Year 4 WRITING 
Aspect Autumn Spring Summer 

Grammar  I use a range of sentences 

with more than one clause- 

through use of conjunctions. 

(use of a wider range of 

conjunctions, such as, 

although, however, despite, 

as well as: ‘We put our 

umbrellas up when it rained’ 

becomes ‘When it rained, 

we put up our umbrellas.’) 

 I use the correct article ‘a’ or 

‘an’. 

 My sentences are often 

opened in different ways to 

create effects. 

 I use appropriate nouns or pronouns 

within and across sentences to 

support cohesion and avoid 

repetition. (When I was writing about 

bees, the hive and the queen, I 

remembered to write ‘they’, ‘it’, and 

‘she’ every other time, so that my 

writing was less repetitive). 

 I make improvements to my writing 

by proposing changes to grammar 

and vocabulary to improve 

consistency. (e.g. the accurate use 

of pronouns in sentences/accurate 

use of pronouns in sentences; ‘I 

forgot to put the comma after a 

fronted adverbial’; realise the 

spelling of proberbly is wrong). 

 I use fronted adverbials of place, 

time and manner, including the use 

of a comma. (‘Later that day, I went 

shopping’, ‘As the sun went down, 

despite the dark clouds’) 

 I use expanded noun phrases with 

modifying adjectives. (‘The strict 

teacher with curly hair.’) 

 I use adverbs and prepositions to 

express time, place and cause. 

 I build cohesion within paragraphs 

through controlled use of tenses; 

subordinating and co-ordinating 

conjunctions. 

 I use standard English for verb 

inflections- instead of spoken forms. 

(We were- instead of we was, or I did 

instead of I done.  He is/his instead of 

hes) 

Punctuation  All my sentences are 

correctly demarcated. 

 I use the apostrophe for omission 

and possession. – (women’s rights, 

children’s cloakroom) 

 I secure the use of punctuation in 

direct speech, including a comma 

after the reporting clause. (The 

conductor shouted, “Sit down!”) 

 I almost always use commas for 

fronted adverbials. 
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Working at a HIGHER STANDARD (Greater Depth) 

YEAR 4 WRITING 
Transcription Composition Grammar Drafting, Editing and Proof 

Reading 
 I use inverted commas, 

punctuation within them, 

and comma for the 

reporting clause 

accurately.  

 

 My characters are 

developed through using 

their actions, speech and 

reactions. 

 My non-narrative texts 

inform the reader 

effectively, giving sufficient 

relevant background 

information. 

 My paragraphs are well-

structured, aid cohesion 

and guide the reader 

through the text.  

 

 I use a range of sentences 

types confidently and 

appropriately according to 

the text type, purpose and 

audience. 

 My sentences are opened 

in different ways to create 

effects, including the 

positioning of clauses and 

the use of fronted 

adverbials. 

 I use pronouns to avoid 

repetition and to support 

cohesion across the text. 

  I add carefully thought-out 

detail with noun phrases, 

which are expanded 

before and after the noun 

with adjectives, 

prepositional phrases and 

adverbial phrases. 

 I choose my words 

deliberately and carefully, 

including specific and 

technical vocabulary. 

 I use drafting, re-drafting and 

editing process independently to 

make improvements to writing 

following evaluation of impact. 

 The process of my editing is 

focused on impact and effect. 

 My writing is proof read 

independently for accuracy and 

amendments made 

accordingly. 
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Tracking Progress towards 

National and Higher Standards: 

Term by Term Expectations 

MATHEMATICS 

Year 4 
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Year 4 MATHEMATICS 
Aspect Autumn Spring Summer 

Number and 

Place Value 

 I count backwards through zero 

to include negative numbers 

 I count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 

and 1000. 

 I read Roman numerals to 100 

and understand that over time, 

the numeral system changes to 

include the concept of zero and 

place value. 

 I find 1000 more or less than a 

given number. 

 I compare and order numbers 

beyond 1000. 

 I round any number to the nearest 

10, 100 or 1000. 

Addition and 

Subtraction 

 I add and subtract numbers with 

up to 4 digits using the formal 

written methods of columnar 

addition and subtraction, where 

appropriate. 

 I estimate and use inverse 

operations to check answers to 

a calculation. 

  I solve addition and subtraction two-

step problems in contexts, deciding 

which operations and methods to 

use and why. 

 

Multiplication 

and Division 

 I recall multiplication and 

division facts for tables up to 

12x12. 

 I recognise and use factor pairs 

and commutativity in mental 

calculations. 

 I multiply 2-digit and 3-digit 

numbers by a 1-digit number 

using formal written layout. 

 I divide 2-digit and 3-digit 

numbers by a 1-digit number 

using formal written layout with 

no remainder. 

 I use place value, known and 

derived facts to multiply and 

divide mentally, including 

multiplying by 0 and 1; 

multiplying three numbers 

together. 

 I find the effect of multiplying a 

number with up to 2 decimal 

places by 10 and 100, identifying 
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Year 4 MATHEMATICS 
Aspect Autumn Spring Summer 

the value of the digits in the 

answer as ones, tenths and 

hundredths. 

Fraction   I recognise and show, using 

diagrams, families of common 

equivalent fractions. 

 I add and subtract fractions with 

the same denominator. 

 I find the effect of dividing a 1-digit 

or 2-digit number by 10 and 100, 

identifying the value of the digits in 

the answer as ones, tenths and 

hundredths. 

 I count up and down in hundredths; 

recognise that hundredths arise from 

dividing an object into one 100 

equal parts and in dividing numbers 

or quantities by 100. 

 I recognise and write decimals 

equivalents of any number of tenths 

or hundredths. 

 I recognise and write decimal 

equivalents to ¼, ½ and ¾. 

 I round decimals with one decimal 

place to the nearest whole number. 

 I compare numbers with the same 

number of decimal places up to two 

decimal places. 

Measures  I read, write and convert time 

between analogue and digital 

12- and 24-hour clocks. 

 I measure and calculate the 

perimeter of a rectilinear figure 

(including squares) in cm and m. 

 I find the area of rectilinear 

shapes by counting squares.   

 

 I convert between different units of 

measure (e.g. km to m; hr to min). 
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Year 4 MATHEMATICS 
Aspect Autumn Spring Summer 

Geometry  I compare and classify 

geometric shapes, including 

quadrilaterals and triangles, 

based on their properties and 

sizes.  

 I describe positions on a 2D grid 

as coordinates in the first 

quadrant. 

 I identify lines of symmetry in 2D 

shapes presented in different 

orientations. 

 I complete a simple symmetric 

figure with respect to a specific 

line of symmetry. 

 I describe positions on a 2D grid as 

coordinates in the first quadrant. 

 I describe movements between 

positions as translations of a given 

unit to the left/right and up/down. 

 I plot specified points and draw sides 

to complete given polygon. 

 I identify acute and obtuse angles 

and compare and order angles up 

to two right angles by size. 

Statistics  I interpret and present discrete 

and continuous data using 

appropriate graphical methods, 

including: bar charts; time 

graphs. 

  I solve comparison, sum and 

difference problems using 

information presented in bar charts, 

pictograms, tables and other graphs. 
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Working at a HIGHER STANDARD (Greater Depth) 

YEAR 4 MATHEMATICS 
Number and Place 

Value 

4 Operations 

(+, -, x, ÷) 

Fractions Measures Geometry Statistics 

 Given a sequence 

involving positive and 

negative numbers I 

can work out the nth 

number in the 

sequence. 

 I deal very 

confidently 

and rapidly 

with addition 

and 

subtraction 

operations 

involving up to 

four digits. 

 I solve multi-

step problems 

related to on-

going learning 

in science, 

geography 

and history. 

 I know which 

fractional 

value is an 

odd one out in 

a given set. 

 I apply my 

knowledge of 

fractions to 

solve problems 

involving 

money, time, 

weight and 

length. 

 I cope with 

problems 

involving time 

even when 

working 

backwards 

from a given 

time. 

 Given an 

area, I can 

draw at least 

two different 

rectangles 

with the given 

area.   

 I collect my own data 

on a given topic and 

present information in 

graphical formats of 

my choosing. 

 I make suggestions about ways to tackle a range of problems making connections to previous work. 

 I have developed and applied a systematic approach to my learning, predicting possibilities from results already obtained. 

 I show good levels of resilience when encountering a new challenge. 

 I present information and results in a clear and organised way (abstract). 

 I check answers and ensure solutions make sense in the context of the problem. 

 I willingly search for a solution by trying out own ideas and proving justification.  

 I spot patterns and form generalisations or rules in words independently. 

 I make conjectures that make sense and can explain my reasoning. 
 


