Middleforth Church of England

Primary School
Friday 1** May Newsletter

Dear Parents/ Carers,

We have had a wonderful week at Middleforth, packed with exciting learning and experiences. Our Year 5 and 6
pupils represented the school brilliantly at their rugby tournament; the first leg went well and the children
thoroughly enjoyed themselves in the sunshine on Thursday - thank you to Mr Day for his support. Pupils have
been making the most of the good weather through OPAL play, getting creative as they designed and built their
own wooden snails. It has been great to see everyone on the field and making great use of our amazing grounds
and OPAL equipment. Reception were full of excitement when a surprise tent appeared on their playground,
leading to lots of fantastic exploring and imaginative play. Meanwhile, EYFS and KS1 have been busy practising
for our May Day celebrations, with performances taking place next Thursday and Friday. Please make sure you
have your tickets as it gets very busy! Year 6 have also been hard at work, combining fun SATs practice with their
orienteering skills — a great way to build confidence and teamwork. As the sunshine continues, please make sure
you are sending in caps, water bottles and sun cream that children are able to apply on their own.

Thank you for your continued support.

Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Mrs Pilkington Ta rget 96%
Reception
Stars of the Week 93.6%
Nursery - Kamden Year 1 82.3%
Rec - Logan & Rory
Y1 - Alfie & Margot Year 2 92.1%
Y2 - Louie & Martha
Y3 - Kaya-Mai & Orson Year 3 99.3%
Y4 - Oliver & Vincent
Y5 - Emily & Lois Year 4 97.7%
Y6 - Jimmy & Thomas ] %
Year 5 93.7%
Total 92.9%

Values Awards

Reception - Alice, for persevering with her bike riding and giving it a go!
Year 1 - Nathan, for showing kindness to others.
Year 2 - Joseph, for showing perseverance by finding ways to improve his writing.
Year 3 - Elsie, for showing kindness and friendship, helping others in PE.
Year 4 - Seren, for showing service and helping others in class.
Year 5 - Charlie, for showing perseverance in all areas of school life. Becoming a true
role model.
& k Year 6 - Amelie, for building up others and being a positive -
. 4 & influence on others.
o
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In the news this week

An E2+ear-old runner, Eileen Hieron, has Things to talk about ot home ...

shewn that age hasa't stopped her trying y

something new. She only started running  3»  Have you ever tried something new

i ber 708 and ran ber first marathon ¢ that feh difficult at first? What helped
the a nde. s‘ﬁtothmsrh“nd you keep going?

completed nearly 10 marathons a x

even wan her age group at the London » Do you believe age sh;:uld matter M’lEnﬂ
Marathon. This Sunday, runners from all frying something new? Why. o why sol?
aover the world will take part in the 2026 » Isthere someone you know whe has
London Marathan, and staries like tried something new kater in life? What
Eileen's are inzpiring others to think hawe they dene?

abowt whether t's ever tog late tatry S Wh "
i y do you think people take part in
something new challenges like the London Marathen? J

Please note any interesting thoughts or comments

_f:‘m = ¥ L “'
_Is itlevertoo late to
try- something new?

Share your thoughts and read the opinions of others www_picture-news.co, uk/discuss

Mrs Knight - Family Support Worker

- Forthose that don't know me and a reminder for those who do, | am Mrs Knight, the
e Family Support Worker at school. | offer confidential support to children and families and
use my experience to provide a listening ear, practical help, and guidance during
challenging times. Working closely with pupils, parents, school staff, and external
agencies, | aim to remove barriers to learning and wellbeing. My role includes supporting
with issues such as behaviour, friendships, family change, illness, housing, finances, and
emotional wellbeing, as well as signposting to services, attending meetings, and
delivering one-to-one child interventions such as Drawing and Talking and Lego Therapy.
You can contact me by email at sknight@middleforth.lancs.sch.uk, by phone on 01772
746024, or via Class Dojo. My working hours are 8:30am - 4pm Mon to Fri.
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10th - Meet the teacher

22nd - Fairtrade Fortnight

23rd, - EYFS Phonics and Reading
workshop

26th - Ewropean day of Languages

Middleforth Church of England Primary

School 2025/2026
Yearly Planner
~—(OCTOBER )——

P— 1711113

9th - KST Nativity

11th - Minis/Reception Nativity

12th - Christmas Jumper Day

16th - Christmas Carols in Church
17th - Christmas Parties and Christmas
Lunch

18th - Whole School Church

RS

3rd - World Wildlife Day

2nd - 4th - Year 6 Residential to
Robinwood,

5th - World Book Day

16th - Sign Language Week
17th - Newrodiversity Week
26th - Whole School Church
Let's Go Sing- Year 4 DATE TBC
Red Nose Day - Date TBC

P 11 m—
2nd - Year 4 Multiplication Check
Window 5th - World, Enwvironment Day
8th - Phonics Screening Check week
11th - Book World, Cup!

15th - National School Sports Week
19th - Sports Day

25th - National Writing Day

25th - Sustainability Conference
26th - Back up Sports Day

22nd - Key Stage 1 SATs week

Non-Fiction. November Black History
9th - SEN/Family Support Month, 5th - Flu Vaccinations
Coffee moming 6th - Outdoor Classroom Day
2nd, - National Poetry Day 10th - Anti-Bullying Week T1th, -
7th - Whole School Flamenco Day 2nd, | | Remembrance Day 12th, -
16th - Whote School Church Y6 WW2 Trip
20™ - PTFA School. Disco 13th and 18th - Book Fair 13th -
21st - Reception 2026 Open Days KS2 Church. - Year 6 Leading
22nd - Individual Photographs 24th - || 14th - Children in Need
Parents Exhihition Aftemoon 2pm 18th & 19th - Parents Evening
21st - Year 4 Poetry Recital Competition
24th, - School Parliament Week
S——(_JANUARY — (CFEBRUARY |
4 N\
1st - National Story Telling Week
3rd - KS1 Church - Year 2 leading
9th - Children's Mental Health Week
22nd, - Parents Coffee Moming 6th - Young Voices Concert (Co-Op Live
16th - Energy Saving week Arena)
20th - 3.30pm Year 6 SATs and 10th - Safer Internet Day
Rohinwood meeting 10th & 11th - Parents Evening
27th - National Geographic Day %- Parents Exhihition Afternoon
14th - Intemational Book Giving Day
Swimming Pool Arrives
25" - OPAL Stay and, Play
P— L
4 N~
National Share a Story Month 6th &
15th, 22nd, 29* Tots on Tyres 13th - Y5 Bikeahility
(Reception) 7th & 8th (PM) - May Day Festival
15th, - World Art Day 1th - Key Stage 2 SATs week
22nd, - World, Earth Day 11th - Mental Health Awuareness Week
22nd, - Scoot Safe (Year 3) 18th - Walk to School
23rd - Parents Coffee Morning 21st - Class Photographs
29th - Intemational Dance Day 22nd, - Parents Exhibition aftemoon
2pm
N AN J
As a caring, Christian community,
it - Year 6 Performance we. aspire to ‘let our light shing’. We
15t}m-Report&ldmpmfcrr \AnJ.L'operLupthz\AforLd,ww,ebm,te
parents 3.30pm - 4.30pm God's wonderful creation and foster
15th - Year 6 Leavers PM o sense of awe and wonder.
15th - Year 6 Prom, 5.30pm We will nurture our God, given
16th - AM Whole School Church talents to ensure that everyone
17th - Finish for summer reaches their full potential
academically, socially and
il
S ) ‘LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE’
MATTHEW 5.16




Meaningful May 2026

MONDAY

Send your
friend a photo
from a time
you enjoyed
together

Look around
for things that

bring you a
sense of awe
and wonder

Send a hand-
written note to
someone you
care about

25

someone else
what matters
most to them

and why

TUESDAY

Let someone
know how much
they mean to

you and why

Listento a
favourite piece
of music and
remember what
it means to you

19
Reflect on
what makes you

feel valued and
purposeful

Remember
an event in
your life that
was really
meaningful

WEDNESDAY

Look for
pecple doing
good and
reasons to be

13
Find out about
the values or

traditions of
another culture

Share photos
of 3 things you
find meaningful
or memorable

Focus on
how your

actions make
a difference
for others

THURSDAY

Make a list
of what matters
most to you
and why

Get outside
and notice
the beauty in
nature

21 Lookup
at the sky.
Remember

we are all part
of something
bigger

Do something
special and
revisit it in your
memeory tonight

Happier - Kinder - Together

FRIDAY

1

Do something
kind for

someone you
really care about

Set yourself
a kindness
mission to help

others today

15

Do something
to contribute

to your local
community

Find a way
to help a project
or charity you
care about

29

Today do
something to
care for the
natural world

SATURDAY

Focus on
what you can
do rather
than what
you can't do

9
What values
are important

to you? Find
ways to use
them today

Show your
gratitude to
people who are
helping to make
things better

23
Recall three
things you've

done that you
are proud of

Share a
quote you find
inspiring to give

i others a boost

We have funded and paid

SUNDAY

3

Take a step
towards an

important goal,
however small

Be grateful
for the little
things, even in
difficult times

17
Find a way
to make what
you do today
meaningful

Make
choices that
have a positive
impact for
others today

3 |

Find three
reasons to be
hopeful about

the future

nursery places available!

Call the office to book a visit
and enquire about a place:
01772746024

As a caring, Christian community, we aspire to ‘let our light shine’. We will open up the world
to celebrate God's wonderful creation and foster a sense of awe and wonder.
We will nurture our God given talents to ensure that everyone reaches their full potential

academically, socially and spiritually.
‘LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE’
MATTHEW 5.16
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SPRING TERM 2026

Term Dates 2025 - 2027

School closes on

Friday 27th March 2026 at 2pm

SUMMER TERM 2026

Re-open on

Monday 13th April 2026

May Day

Monday 4th May 2026

School closes on

Friday 22nd May 2026

Mid-term closure

Monday 25th May — Monday 1st June 2026

School re-opens on

School closes on

Tuesday 2nd June 2025

Friday 17th July 2026 at 2pm

AUTUMN TERM 2026

Re-open on

Wednesday 2nd September 2026

School closes on

Friday 23rd October 2026

Mid-term closure

Monday 26th October - Monday 2nd November 2026

School re-opens on

Tuesday 3rd November 2026

School closes on

Friday 18th December 2026 at 2pm

SPRING TERM 2027

Re-open on

Tuesday 5th January 2027

School closes on

Friday 12th February 2027

Mid-term closure

Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February

School re-opens on

Monday 22nd February 2027

School closes on

Thursday 25th March 2027 at 2pm

SUMMER TERM 2027

Re-open on

Monday 12th April 2027

May Day

Monday 3rd May 2027

School closes on

Thursday 27th May 2027

Mid-term closure

Friday 28th May - Monday 7th June 2027

School re-opens on

Tuesday 8th June 2027

School closes on

Wednesday 21st July 2027 at 2pm

LET YOUR LIGHT

OHINE - MATTHEW 5:16




COMMUNITY

Join us as we kick off a blooming brilliant year!

The evening promises
A Biodiversity Talk with Annie (Let’s Grow Preston)
Gardener's Question Time with Annie and Michael (Newgate Nurseries)
Plant Sale from Newgate Nurseries
Raffle and Quiz

Get inspired, ask the experts, and pick up something new for your garden.

Cdtherine’s

Hospice

Penwortham Community Centre
Kingsfold Drive
PR19EQ

Saturday 16" May 2026
1lam-3pm

All clothing £1.00 only
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FreezeNova
(Unblocked games)

FreezeNova unblocked is a website
that is free to access and contains a
wide variety of games, including
shooting, multiplayer and racing
games. This site may bypass usual
filters, making it easier for your child
to access games that you may not
want them to play. As there are a
variety of games, not all games may
be suitable for your child.

There is also FreezeNova Chat,
allowing users to chat to their friends
and meet new ones. Clearly there are
concerns with any online chat facility
as there is the potential to view
inappropriate content, risk of bullying
as well as grooming.

We could not locate any age ratings
on this site and there are constant
adverts. Childnet have a webpage
providing advice on gaming and chat
features here:

https://www.childnet.com/help-and-

advice/gaming/

Would you like to read
this newsletter in a
different language? You
can use the translate
tool on our web version:

https://www.knowsleyc
Ics.org.uk/may-2026-

primary/

2

Knowsley
City Learning Centres

Online SafetyN ewsletter

Group Chats

Is your child part of any group chats? This could be on
social media, for example on WhatsApp or within
games such as Fortnite. If so, it is important that you
are aware of the potential risks, which include:

thappropriate content — there is often a lack of
moderation within chat facilities so users could be
exposed to content/language that is not suitable for
their age.

. Bullying — there are many instances where inappropriate/hurtful
comments are shared within groups, this could take the form of name
calling or body shaming. Bullying can also be in the form of excluding others
from the group. These issues often overspill into ‘real life’.

y Strangers — your child could be added to groups with people they do
not know or even with someone that they have previously blocked.

. Conversations can be shared/screen shot — make sure your child is
aware that anything they share within a group can be shared with others.

y Sharing personal information — remind your child to be aware of
the information they share with others, including images and location.

Howcan | helpmakegroupchatssafer?

. Check the recommendedagerating and adhere to them.

y Set up age-appropriateparental controls, suitable privacy settings
and set screen time limits.

y On WhatsAppyoucandoaprivacy check, by going to settings,
privacy and privacy checkup.

y Show your childhowtouseany reporting and blocking tools.

Whatelsecan | do?

. It is crucial tohaveregularconversations with your child about the
risks outlined aboveandaboutwhatthey are doing online.

y Talk about whotheyarechatting with, encourage them to think
carefully about whattheysendandhow it could be perceived by others.
Talk about positivityandnotsayinganything hurtful. Ask them to think
about whether theywouldsaywhatthey are messaging, face to face.

. Devices shouldbeusedinfamily rooms so you can monitor what
they are doing andwhotheyareinteracting with.
. Finally, makesuretomodelgood digital behaviour yourself, as

children often learnbyobservingtheadults around them.

Further information
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-
media/chat-apps/




Roblox - update

What is Roblox?

Roblox is a platform
consisting of a collection
of games. Players can
either create games or
play games that other
users have created. As a
lot of the content is user
generated, not all games
will be suitable for your
child to view/play. If your
child is playing Roblox, it
is importanttomonitor
whatyourchildisaccessing as well as set up appropriate parental
controls.PEGIrateRobloxwith a Parental Guidance recommended label,
thisisbecauseitisaplatform of individual, user generated games.

New Age-Based Accounts

Fromnext month,Roblox will introduce two new age-based accounts:
Roblox Kids for users ages 5 to 8 and Roblox Select for users ages 9 to 15.
Roblox Kids Accounts (ages 5—8) will be limited to games with a ‘Minimal or
Mild’ content maturity label and all communication is disabled by default.
Roblox Select accounts (ages 9 to 15) will be limited to games with content
maturity labels up to and including ‘Moderate’. By default, Experience Chat
is ON and Direct Experience Chat is OFF. The differences in chat are
outlined here: https://about.roblox.com/safety-by-age

Parental Controls

Aspart ofparentalcontrols,you can manage content ratings,
communication,screen-time,and spending limits as well as see which
games your childisplayingonand who their friends are. Roblox are
extending thesecontrolstoallow you to:

* Block specificindividual games (to age 15).

* Managedirectchatsettings (to age 15).

* Approveaccesstospecific games.

It is important toregularlymonitor what your child is playing on Roblox
and who they areinteractingwith, even if you have parental controls set
up. You can findoutmoreabout the new accounts and parental controls
here:
https://about.roblox.com/newsroom/2026/04/introducing-roblox-kids-
and-select-accounts

Further information
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/roblox-releases-updated-parental-controls-
and-age-appropriate-experiences/

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the
date released 01.05.26. The inclusion of any links does not imply any affiliation with or

Screen time guidance
for under 5s

The Government now advise limiting
screen time for young children. They
advise avoiding screen time for under 2
years and to try to keep it to less than 1
hour a day for 2-5 years. Best Start for
Life have published an article outlining
what content is better, how your own
screentime affects your child and how
screentime can affect your child’s
development. Find out more here:

time-under-5s/

PEGI is expanding
their age ratings

From June, PEGI is adding new
categories. “Newly submitted games
will be classified with a broader set of
criteria that will focus on content and
functionality, such as purchases of in-
game content, paid random items,
communication features, and features
that incentivise players to continue
playing.” Find out more here:

https://pegi.info/news/pegi-expands-
age-rating-criteria-interactive-risk-
categories




