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Values Awards 
Reception - Jason, for always listening during learning time, showing respect to adults.
Year 1 - Rudy, for showing perseverance, putting 100% into everything you do -

you never give up. 
Year 2 - Myles, Respect - for always doing the right thing and following the golden rules.

Year 3 - Clara, Love - for always being so caring to both adults and children.
Year 4 - Sam, Friendship - for being kind towards others, including them in games

and sharing his skills.
Year 5 - Samanta, for showing service to others, always using her manners and

being  kind to everyone.
Year 6 - Ed, for being a shining star in Y6! Helping others, overcoming challenges

and being a great role model.
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Friday 12th December NewsletterDear Parents/ Carers,
It’s been another busy week in school. We started off the week by lighting the next candle on our advent wreath. This
week’s candle represents Peace.  We also learnt about John the Baptist and how he prepared the way for Jesus.
 We’ve had four wonderful Nativity performances from EYFS and Year 1 and Year 2. A huge well done to all of the
children who took part and and a big thanks to the staff for making these happen - it really does feel like Christmas has
started! Another thank you to those who gave generous donations at the performances - your kindness will help to
improve the outfits, lights and the backdrop for next year’s Nativity performances. KS2 did their dress rehearsal in
church today - the children in KS1 really enjoyed it. We can’t wait to see the real thing next week!  Next week sees
another busy week in school with Christmas dinner, Christmas parties and hopefully a very special visitor...
We would like to congratulate Miss Killingbeck on securing a post at a new school.  We are very grateful for everything
she has done since joining Middleforth and wish her all the best in her new job. As some of you already know, Miss
Turner will also be leaving us at Christmas as she has secured a permanent post at another school. I’m sure you will join
me in congratulating her and wishing her all the best in her new post. Miss Yorke will be replacing Miss Turner and she
has already met most of you at parents evening and has been into school to meet the children too. Following vigorous
interviewing, Miss Jones will be supporting in Year 1 in the new year in replacement of Miss Killingbeck. I am sure you
will all join us in making her feel part of our Middleforth family.
Wishing everyone a lovely weekend! Mrs Pilkington Target 96% 
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Stars of the Week

Nursery - Octavia
Rec - Charlie & Harry

Y1 - Ayaan & Niko
Y2 - Daniel & Jax

Y3 - Kay-Mai & Mara
Y4 - Jasmine & Jasper

Y5 - Lily & Nevaeh
Y6 - Edward & Noah
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Healthy Snacks and Packed Lunches
As a healthy school we ask that only healthy
snacks and packed lunches are brought into

school. Over the past few weeks, we are
seeing a big increase in sugary foods and
snacks being brought in and in very large

quantities. Please can you talk to your
children about only having these in

moderation and support school in sending
in healthy snacks and lunches. 

Curriculum
This week, Mr Noblet & Mrs Murphy looked

across all the subjects in our Curriculum to see
the amazing hard work and progress we have

made since September.

It was great to see digital evidence in PE,
excellent skills across Art/DT and progression in
coding in Computing! Also, we were particularly

impressed with the variety of work in RE,
Geography and History books. Our scrapbooks

across PSHE are super and a strength of our
school! Well done everyone! 

Foodbank and other services of support
 

Children and Family Wellbeing service are
offering a range of different empowering
parenting courses. These courses aim to

offer support for issues such as emotional
wellbeing, mental health, neurodiversity and

understanding relationships. 
The courses can also help if your child is

currently on a pathway for Autism or ADHD.
Please click the QR code for more

information.



3rd - World Wildlife Day
2nd - 4th - Year 6 Residential to
Robinwood
5th - World Book Day
16th - Sign Language Week
17th - Neurodiversity Week
26th - Whole School Church
Let’s Go Sing- Year 4 DATE TBC
Red Nose Day - Date TBC

10th - Meet the teacher
22nd - Fairtrade Fortnight
23rd - EYFS Phonics and Reading
workshop
26th - European day of Languages

2nd - Year 4 Multiplication Check
Window
5th - World Environment Day
8th - Phonics Screening Check week
11th - Book World Cup!
15th - National School Sports Week
19th - Sports Day
25th - National Writing Day
25th - Sustainability Conference
26th - Back up Sports Day
22nd - Key Stage 1 SATs week
Possibly Y6 trip to Harris Museum TBC

9th - KS1 Nativity
11th - Minis/Reception Nativity
12th - Christmas Jumper Day
16th - Christmas Carols in Church
17th - Christmas Parties and Christmas
Lunch
18th - Whole School Church 

15th - World Art Day
22nd - World Earth Day
22nd - Scoot Safe (Year 3)
23rd - Parents Coffee Morning
29th - International Dance Day 

 
22nd - Parents Coffee Morning
16th - Energy Saving week
20th - 3.30pm Year 6 SATs and
Robinwood meeting
27th - National Geographic Day 

7th - Year 6 Performance
10th - Reports Home
14th - Reports drop in for parents
3.30pm - 4.30pm
15th - Year 6 Leavers PM
15th - Year 6 Prom 5.30pm
16th - AM Whole School Church
17th - Finish for summer 

9th - SEN/Family Support
Coffee morning 
2nd - National Poetry Day 

7th - Whole School Flamenco Day 2nd 
16th - Whole School Church
20  - PTFA School Discoth

21st - Reception 2026 Open Days 
22nd - Individual Photographs 24th -
Parents Exhibition Afternoon 2pm

National Share a Story Month
6th & 13th - Y5 Bikeability
7th & 8th (PM) - May Day Festival
11th - Key Stage 2 SATs week
11th - Mental Health Awareness Week
18th - Walk to School Week
22nd - Parents Exhibition afternoon 2pm

Non-Fiction November Black History
Month 5th - Flu Vaccinations 
6th - Outdoor Classroom Day 
10th - Anti-Bullying Week 11th -
Remembrance Day 12th - 
Y6 WW2 Trip 
13th and 18th - Book Fair 13th - 
KS2 Church - Year 6 Leading 
14th - Children in Need 
18th & 19th - Parents Evening 
21st - Year 4 Poetry Recital Competition
24th - School Parliament Week 

F E B R U A R Y

1st - National Story Telling Week 
3rd - KS1 Church - Year 2 leading 
9th - Children’s Mental Health Week 
6th - Young Voices Concert (Co-Op Live
Arena) 
10th - Safer Internet Day 
10th & 11th - Parents Evening 
13th - Parents Exhibition Afternoon 2pm
14th - International Book Giving Day 
Swimming Pool Arrives 
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Middleforth Church of England Primary
School 2025/2026 

Yearly Planner

As a caring, Christian community,
we aspire to ‘let our light shine’. We
will open up the world to celebrate
God’s wonderful creation and foster

a sense of awe and wonder.
We will nurture our God given
talents to ensure that everyone

reaches their full potential
academically, socially and

spiritually.
‘LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE’

MATTHEW 5.16



 
New Technology 
Assomechildren may be receiving new
technology orrelated games at
Christmas, here is a quick reminder of
the importance of setting up appropriate
parental controls. 
Games/Consoles

Asimple search of “AI Chat” within
theApp store highlights the number
ofAIapps already available, many are
ratedas 18+ so it is important to
speakto our children about them and
therisks associated with them.
Examples of AI chatbots that your
childmay have heard of are
Character.AI (18+) and My AI from
Snapchat (13+). 

What are the risks? 

•Over reliance on AI companions, 
for example they may replace 
‘real life’ friendships or over 
reliance on using them for 
homework or problem solving. 

•Exposure to inappropriate 
content. 

•Privacy/data risks. 
•Misinformation as not all 

information shared is correct and 
can be biased. 

How can I protect my child? 
•Check age ratings of any apps or 

websites that your child accesses. 
•Discuss the risks of AI chatbots 

with them and have open 
conversations about why they 
may be using them. 

•Set up appropriate parental 
controls on their devices/ 
broadband. 

•Chat to your child regularly and 
ensure your child knows that they 
should talk to you or another 
trusted adult if anything concerns 
them. 

Further information 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/newsroo
m/blogs/ai-chatbots-and-
companions-risks-to-children-and-
young-peo ple 

 
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/ 

 
Set up parental controls on the device to prevent purchases, restrict
content viewed and adjust privacy settings. Furthermore, remember to
check any apps your child requests to check that they are suitable for their
age. Follow the links below to find out more:
iPhones/iPad: https://support.apple.com/en-gb/105121
Android Device: https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738 

 

- Check age ratings: look at the PEGI rating of any new games. Remember,
PEGI rates the gameplay so whilst it is important to review age ratings, you
must also check to see if it has any communication elements. - If a game does
allow your child to communicate with others, then adjust or disable the
settings as appropriate to your child. - On the device itself, set up applicable
controls such as restricting spending limits. Follow the links below to find out
how to set up Parental Controls for popular devices here: Xbox:
https://www.xbox.com/en-GB/family-hub PS5:
https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps5-parental- controls-
spending-limits/ Nintendo Switch: https://www.nintendo.com/en-
gb/Hardware/Nintendo- Switch-Parental-Controls/Nintendo-Switch-2-
Nintendo-Switch-Parental- Controls-2873385.html 

The Other phone is a new smartphone, which includes “SafetyMode”
software. The software automatically blocks nudity, profanity, and bullying
language in real time. You can find out more here: https://otherphone.co.uk/. 

Smart Phone Free Childhood also list some alternatives that you could
consider here: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives. 

Please note, that the inclusion of these models does not constitute an
endorsement or recommendation. While these devices may provide a ‘safer’
alternative to traditional smartphones, there are still potential risks
associated with children using any type of phone. 

Further information

Tablets/Smart phones

The Safety-First Smartphone 

 

Online SafetyN ewsletter
 

December 2025 
AI Chatbots and
companions 



 
This article outlines the different reporting facilities:
https://en.help.roblox.com/hc/en-us/articles/203312410-How-to-Report-
Rule-Violations 

 
Following a recent ITV investigation*, which found extremist content on
Roblox, we thought we would provide a reminder of what you need to be
aware of. Roblox is a platform consisting of a collection of games. Players
can either create games or play games that other users have created. It is
free to download (however subscription options and in game/app
purchases are available) and can be played across numerous devices. A lot
of the content is user generated, which means not all games will be
suitable for your child to view/play. If your child is playing Roblox, it is
important to monitor what your child is accessing and set up appropriate
parental controls. PEGI rate Roblox with a Parental Guidance label, this is
because it is considered a platform with a huge level of user generated
content. 

 
Game content – as mentioned, users create games so the content/themes
may not be appropriate for your child. Roblox label content based on the
type of content rather than by age. The labels are Minimal, Mild, Moderate
and Restricted.
Chat Facility - Players can chat with each other (users under the age of 13
need parent permission to access certain chat features though). You can
turn communication off completely or add restrictions, such as only able to
communicate with friends.
Virtual Currency - Players can buy Robux (their virtual currency) to buy in-
game upgrades or accessories. 

 
Signal is rated as 13+ on the App store. It is a messaging app, where users
can text, send voice messages and photos plus participate in group chats
and calls. There are no parental controls currently available. As with all
messaging apps, the risks can include bullying and viewing inappropriate
content. Find out more here: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-
safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps/ 

 
Chat to your child regularly about what they are doing online and remind
your child that if anything is worrying them, then they should talk to you or
another trusted adult. 

 
Discord have created a Family Centre,
which provides further information
about what Discord is, as well as
information about different safety
settings available:
https://discord.com/safety-family-
center 

As always, we would encourage you to 
chat to your child to see why they use 
Discord and ensure that they know how 
to block users and what to do if they 
see any inappropriate content. It is 
important to be aware that Discord 
does include video/voice calling which 
cannot be filtered. Discord is used by 
an array of users and therefore adult 
content can be found on Discord as 
well as inappropriate language. Discord 
have produced this article, which 
answers frequent questions: 
https://discord.com/safety/360044149
591-answering-parents-and-educators-
top-questions 

 
Discord is a social networking app
originally designed for gamers but is
now used by lots of different people to
chat to each other online. The
minimum age to access Discord is 13.
The App store rates it as 17+. 

Discord is made up of servers, which are
spaces for groups to chat, upload files
and share images etc. Anybody can set
up a server, and they can either be
public or private. Users can video call
and send direct messages to other
individuals or groups. Children who play
online games such as Fortnite may use
Discord to chat whilst playing the game
(rather than using the game’s own chat
facility). In-app purchases are available
through Discord’s subscription service
called Nitro. 

Whatelsecan I do?

Further information 
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/roblox

Whatshould I beawareof?

Howdo I reportabuseandblockusers?

Howcan I makeitsafer?

 

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the
date released 01.12.25. The inclusion of any links does not imply any affiliation with or 

[*Source: https://www.itv.com/news/2025-11-14/mosque-attacks-and-far-right-skins-roblox-teens-
exposed-to-extremist-content] 
 

 Discord Roblox 

Would you like to read this newsletter
in a different language? You can use the

translate tool on our web version: 
https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/dece

mber-2025-primary/ 

Signal Private Messenger 
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Term Dates 2025 - 2026


