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We're so excited to welcome #ou and your little
one to the Middleforth family! Starting school is
such a big and special step, and we feel very lucky
to be part of thisjowr'neg with you.

Reception is a wonderful year full of fun,
{rle’ndsphips, and lea’r"n?’r?ii tgroug]th plafl_.j]c. Our
classroom is a caring, happy place where your
child will be encouraged to explore, ask questions,
tr"g new th'mgs, and be themselves.

We know how important these early days are,
and we're here to make sure your chﬁd eels safe,
settled, and excited to come th'rvough the door
each moming.

We also know that starting school is a big step for
Ea’r“ents and carers too. We're alwags ere to
chat, answer questio'ns, and work toEether with
you to help your child get the very best start.

We can't wait to meet you all and be?'m this
exciting new chapter“ together.

In this leaﬂet, gou'll f'md a bit more about what
to expect in Reception and how you can help your
child feel ready and conEdmt or their first day

at school.
With a big warm welcome,

Miss Stritch & the Reception Team x

Class Dojo  cumioa
At Middleforth, we use Class Dojo as our main
way to keep in touch with families. You'll find
newsletters, important dates, messages,
'r“em'mders, and 'r“egula'r“ u.pdates about your
child’s learning - all in one place.
It's really important to check your F)ojo account
daily and ensure notif(lcations are on, so you
don’t miss cmgth'mg. ou can also send me a
message directly th’r“ough Dojo - I'm always
happy to help during school hours.
You will receive further 'm?o'r'mation on how to
create your account.

Outdoor Lea'r"n'mg

Forest School and outdoor learning are areally special
and exciting part of our- school curriculum. They give
children the opportunity to learn, play and explore
outdoors, helping to buila ccmftdence, curiosity and a
real love of nature.

We also make the most of our outdoor area every day,
whatever the weather! Spending time outside is an
important part of how children learn, so we are
outdoors in all seasons.

To help your child enjoy this fully, please send them on
their first day with a small, clearly labelled bag
containing their outdoor clothes. This should include:
A puddle suit
Spare socks
Wellies
Hat and gloves
Please make sure everything is clearly labelled with your
child’s name. The bag will stay in séi‘mool so that your
child is always ready for outdoor adventures.

A few friendlg reminders
In this pack you will also see a letter with some
urther po'mter“s. Please make sure to read the
attached letter ccrr“efull , as it contains important
reminders and key information to help ensure a
smooth and positive start to the year. Your support
in keep'mg up to date is ’reallg appmeciated!

Getting_gou'r“ child readg_for school

Sta’r‘t'mg school is a big and excit'mg step j:m“ your child -
and for ou too! There’s a lot to lookfomwa’r“d to, and a few
simple things you can do at home to help your child feel
happg and con?ldent when theg start Recepticm.

What does be'mg ‘School Readg'meaﬂ?

Children don't need to read or write yet. It's more about
help'mg your child feel cormfm*'table, curious, and 'r“eadg to
jo'm in with new expe'riences.

Some th'mgs include:

Putt'mg on their own coat and shoes

Us'mg the toilet bg themselves

S'Ltt'mg and liste'n'mg du’r'mg a short story or activity
Plag'mg with other children and tak'mg turns

Follow'mg s'rmple instructions like "t'LdH up time”

Tak'mg ’r“espornsibilitg fm“ their own belomg'mgs and
'r"espect'mg both theirs and others- 'mclud'mg schools
Recognis'mg their name

Show'mg *r“espect to peers and adults

Don't worry i.]c our child can't do all o]( these th'mgs yet -
every child is aiﬁe’rent, and theg'll have lots of support
when theg start school.

What can you do at home to support?

e Talk Together-Chat about your day, ask questions, and
encourage your child to express themselves. Sing songs
a:tlil nursery rhymes, this builds language and memory
skills.

e Share Books- it's a lovely way to help your child learn
new words and enjoy stories.

e Build Independence- Let them have a go at th'mgs like
getting dressed, washing their hands, and tidying up
after" plag'mg.

. Elag, Play, Play!-Play is how young children learn

est.

* Keep to Simple Routines-Having regular routines, like

etting up, mealtimes, and bedtime, can help children
?eel secure and ready for their day.
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Miss Monk - Teo.ching Assistant
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