
Reading Assessment Elements 
Below are the National Curriculum reading skills/strands that children in Key Stage 2 are expected to 

develop as they journey through Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. You may find these useful when reading with your 
child at home; underneath each reading element are some suggested question starters. We hope you find 

this document useful.  

 

2A: give / explain the meaning of words in context  
 

• Find and copy a word that suggests… 

• Which word closely matches the meaning of… 

• Give the correct option to complete the sentence. 

• What does the word…suggest about… 

• Give the meaning of…in this sentence. 

• In this sentence, the word…is closest in meaning to… 

• What other words/phrases could the author have used? 

• In the story, this word has been used a lot. Why? 
 

2B: retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 
and non-fiction  
 

• Write down three things that you are told about… 

• What…?  

• Who…? 

• When…? 

• List… 

• Using information from the text, tick one box to show whether the statement is true 
or false. 

• Give two reasons why… 

• According to the text, what… 

• Match the events below to… (e.g. the year they happened). 

• Through whose eyes is this story told? 

• Who are the characters in the text? 
 

2C: summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph  
 

• List… 

• Number the statements 1 - 6 to show the order in which they appear in the text. 

• What is the main message?  

• Sort the information in these paragraphs. 

• Make a table/chart to show the information in these paragraphs. 
 
 
  



2D: make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences 
with evidence from the text  
 

• How can you tell that… 

• How do you know that… 

• What impressions of…do you get from these two paragraphs? 

• Why…? 

• What evidence is there of… 

• Explain what this suggests about… 

• Using information from the text, tick one box on each row to show whether the 
statement is fact or opinion. 

• How do these words make the reader feel about… 

• What makes us think that…? 
 

2E: predict what might happen from details stated and implied  
 

• Based on what you have read, what does it suggest might happen next? 

• Predict… 

• What is implied might happen next? 

• Can you think of another story that has a similar theme? 

• Do you know of another story that deals with the same issues? 

• Which stories have openings like this? Do you think this story will develop in the 
same way? 

• Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence how the story develops? 
 

2F: identify / explain how information / narrative content is related 
and contributes to meaning as a whole  
 

• Draw lines to match each part of the story (setting, past events, action, lesson) to 
the correct quotation from the text.  

• Find and copy the group of words where… (e.g. someone’s mood changes) 

• What are the clues that a character is…? 

• What is the theme underneath the story? 

• Does this story have a message? 

• How does the title/layout encourage you to read on? 

• Why do you think the author chose to use a …(e.g. question, bullet point, table, 
subheading)…to present the information? 

• Where does it tell you that…? 
 
  



2G: identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of 
words and phrases  
 

• Give two impressions this gives you of… (referring to a phrase or sentence) 

• (Pick a phrase) what does this tell you about… 

• Find two words or phrases that make the passage seem… 

• Find two words or phrases that show the writer thinks… 

• What is the effect of… 

• How is language used to create a positive image of… 

• Explain how the words… make it seem… 

• Why has the writer used the word…? 

• What does the choice of language suggest about…? 
 

2H: make comparisons within the text 
 

• How does…change 

• How is it similar to…? 

• How is it different to…? 

• Which is better and why? 

• Describe different characters’ reactions to the same event in a story. 

• Compare/contrast different character/setting/theme in the text. 
 


	 Write down three things that you are told about…

