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Developing our gifts and talents for the good of all

This week at St Laurence’s
We’ve made it to the end of our first half term back in school, and it’s fair to say everyone is ready for a week spent with friends and family. This week has been eventful to say the least – the top and bottom of St Laurence’s have had pumpkin fun this week, we’ve had silverware brought back to the bulging trophy cabinet by our year 1 football team and we’ve had some amazing fun today with our Spooky Spell Day celebrations throughout the school. Thank you so so much to all parents, carers, grandparents, aunties and uncles who come along to school to support us, we really do appreciate your help. From all of the staff here at St Laurence’s, have a lovely half term break and we will see you all again on Monday 2nd of November for everyone’s favourite period of the year – the Christmas Build Up!! 

[image: ]1B Phonics Drop-In
[image: ]Thank you to all parents and carers from Mrs Branegan’s class who came along on Wednesday afternoon for their phonics session. As we always say, it is fantastic to see so many of you coming into school to hear about how our children learn to read. And of course when your child comes into the hall, to see you working alongside each other and enjoying yourselves too. These sessions are a great way to become a little more knowledgeable about phonics and I think they can open our eyes as to just how hard the children have to work. After half term these sessions will continue and will look at the early maths work are youngest children do, please see the dates for diary at the end of the newsletter to see when it’s your turn. 

Family Support Meetings
[image: ]AnnMaria Miller, the lady who has helped us in school on Wednesday afternoons this half term, has asked us to pass on this events that take place during November. As with the phonics drop-ins, these bits and pieces of support for families can be invaluable with lots of good advice given out. If you are able to call in for any of them, please do so. AnnMaria is always keen to be of help and to be a support to us all at St Laurence’s, we will post the full leaflet on our Instagram page and school website for you to get all of the information.

[image: ]Year 1 Football Champions
We always acquit ourselves well during any sporting event, as has been seen during this first half term. Some of our youngest children in year 1, and even one boy from reception, showed that no matter what the year group, St Laurence’s will always compete at the very highest level. Expertly coached by Mr Grant and Mrs Green, our boys won every game they play in during their recent competition at Finch Farm, scoring 30 goals and conceding just 2. It goes without saying that the gold medals and winner’s certificates made their way back to Leeside Avenue. Not only did they perform amazingly well, but our boys were impeccably behaved and showed great sportsmanship and manners throughout the afternoon. Well done boys, we’re very very proud of you [image: Before and After School Club Provision | St Matthew's Primary]all.

Breakfast and After School Club
Our Breakfast and After School Club is now open to all parent to book using our new online system. We have a limited number of spaces and staff, and so it is very important that all parents follow the guidance that has been provided by our school over the last few days. Our staff are genuinely amazing during both clubs with some brilliant activities planned and enjoyed, so please make the most of this fantastic opportunity.

[image: ][image: ]Nursery Pumpkin Picking
Our Nursery children had a wonderful time at our pumpkin picking activity this week. It was lovely to see so many smiling faces as the children explored, chose their pumpkins and enjoyed this special autumn experience together. The event was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone and also helped to raise valuable funds for our school, for which we are incredibly grateful. A huge thank you to our dedicated staff for organising such a fantastic event and to our parents and carers for their continued support. It was a brilliant little event that brought our school community together and created some truly special memories for our youngest children.


[image: ][image: ]Year 6 Pumpkin Decorators
Our Year 6 children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in this week’s pumpkin decorating competition. It was fantastic to see their creativity, imagination and teamwork on display as they transformed ordinary pumpkins into some truly impressive designs. The standard of entries was incredibly high, making the judging very difficult! A big thank you to our staff for organising the competition and to parents and carers for their support in helping make the event such a success. It was a brilliant activity that brought lots of fun, laughter and autumn spirit to our Year 6 children. 

Spooky Spell Day
Thank you to all you parents and carers for making our Spooky Spell Day such a special event. The costumes were brilliant and in line with what we asked for – it is when we work together like this that we can truly make a difference. There is so much to pack into this part of the newsletter that I’ll have to move it across to Instagram. Suffice to say – the children have had an absolute ball!

School Re-opening
St Laurence’s will reopen on Monday 2nd November at 8.40am, we look forward to seeing you all then.
[image: ]Mrs Barr
Last week, Mrs Barr was offered the role of Headteacher at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Wallasey, and she has accepted the position. Whilst all of us here at St Laurence’s will miss her greatly, both as a colleague and a friend, we are thrilled that she has the opportunity to lead a school as Headteacher.

Next half term will be Mrs Barr’s last with us, bringing to a close 25 wonderful years of dedication, service and leadership at St Laurence’s. She will take up her new position in January and leaves with our heartfelt thanks and gratitude for everything she has done to help make St Laurence’s the school it is today.

[image: ]To ensure continuity and support for our families and children, Mrs McClelland and Mrs Middleham will be stepping into temporary Assistant Headteacher roles whilst we organise our leadership team. This means that our school community will continue to be supported by long-serving, expert staff who know and care deeply about our St Laurence’s family.

I know many of you have had several children taught by Mrs Barr over the years, and I know that, whilst you will be delighted for her as she takes on this exciting new role, you will also miss her greatly, just as we will here at school.

There will be many opportunities to celebrate Mrs Barr and all she has contributed to St Laurence’s over the coming weeks. For now, we simply want to say once again: congratulations, Mrs Barr. You thoroughly deserve this opportunity, and we will miss you hugely.

Dates for the Diary
	Mon 2nd Nov
	School returns

	Wed 4th Nov
	RL Maths parent drop in – 2pm

	Fri 6th Nov
	Immunisations for whole school

	Sat 7th Nov
	Year 4 Super Saturday @All Saints

	Wed 11th Nov
	RK Maths Parent drop in – 2pm

	Thur 12th Nov
	Year 5 Liturgy (Love) – 2:45pm

	Fri 13th Nov
	Children in Need – Own clothes (£1 donation)

	Wed 18th Nov
	1G Maths drop in – 2pm

	Wed 25th Nov
	1B Maths drop in – 2pm

	Fri 27th Nov
	Class photographs

	Mon 30th Nov
	INSET Day – School Closed

	Thur 3rd Dec
	EYFS/KS1 Christmas play – 10am & 2pm

	Tue 8th Dec
	Nursery Christmas play – 10am & 2pm

	Thur 10th Dec
	Christmas Bingo – 5pm – 6:30pm

	Fri 11th Dec
	KS2 Carol concert – 9:30am & 2pm

	Mon 14th Dec
	EYFS/KS1 Christmas Dinner

	Tue 15th Dec
	KS2 Christmas Dinner

	Wed 16th Dec
	Christmas Jumper Day

	Fri 18th Dec
	School closes for Christmas – 1:15pm: Own clothes day (£1)





Weekly Award Winners
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	Star of the Week
	Kirkby Child
	Gospel Values

	Nur
	Aurora Kenny
	Iris Mulholland
	Neila Smith

	RK
	Theo De Santos
	Billie Bagan
	Brody Clarke

	RLM
	Florence McKenna
	Willow Lea Riding
	Luca Taylor

	1B
	Dottie Lockwood
	Isla Gibney
	Annie Wilson

	1G
	Hadassah Rinaldi
	Alayah Tomney
	Archie Stevenson

	2O
	Hattie Gorman
	Antoni Rudnicki
	Jack Reynolds

	2R
	Rosie Molyneux
	Josh Balmer
	Elsie Bagan

	3MB
	Lydia Richards
	Nancy Tipler
	Fredi Brown

	3R
	Harper Jones
	Bobby Baines
	Indie Nicholson

	4B
	Nancy Walsh
	Noah Jones
	Lily Walsh

	4G
	Jax Gordon
	Harper Hughes
	Scarlett Ainsworth

	5F
	Luke Davies
	Connie Richards
	Phoebe Richards

	5P
	Ella Richardson
	Daniel Powell
	Rosie Bradley

	6H
	Grace Postlethwaite
	Isla Rossiter
	Harry McGrath

	6K
	Will Powell
	Destiny Barker
	Jason Chean



Kirkby Child Award highlights children who are: respectful, honest and truthful, show a positive attitude, resilient, confident, a good communicator, polite, committed and hardworking, aspirational and ambitious.

We hope you have a fantastic weekend, and we will see you all bright and early on Monday 2nd November

From St Laurence’s staff
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Triple P Teen Workshop

Monday 9" November 12.30-2.30pm
At the Family Learrnig Centre
Westvale Primary School
Kirkby

During the workshop we will look at

« Managing your teenagers behaviour

« Setting family routines and rules that everyone follows

« Developing positive relationships, so you can get along well with your
teenager and argue less

« Raising happy, healthy and confident teenager

« Creating a happy, safe environment where your family can thrive
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