
Year 2 – Helpful Guide … Hopefully!  
 
 
Dear all, 
 
We wanted to send across an updated guide for you to get a better 
understanding of the ‘standards’ in Year 2. The aim of this pack is not for you 
to panic! Ultimately, we are a team and we want to provide as much 
information as we can in order to inform you of what the ‘standards’ are in 
Maths, reading and writing in Year 2. We do appreciate there is a lot of 
information, but we hope it is a helpful guide.  
 
It goes without saying, but it must be said: we think your children are brilliant 
and we are so proud of what they do inside and outside of the 
classroom. They are making progress and will continue to. We thank you for 
your on-going support.  
 
Kindest regards,  
Miss Harris and Miss Brumwell J  
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Standards  
What are they? What do they mean? Why?  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
At FPS, we use a range of assessments to inform our ‘judgements’ against the ‘standards:  

 
 
 

 



Year 2 - Maths Standards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 2 Maths Strategies/Methods 
 
We have now taught all 4 calculations in maths, and the children now know the written 
methods/strategies they can use when solving these calculations. Even if children can work 
some of these calculations out in their heads, we encourage them to use these written 
methods to ensure they are accurate.  
 
We have also just finished teaching our first unit on fractions. 
 
We thought it would be useful if we shared these strategies with you, so you can support the 
children with their maths at home. 
 
When teaching any of the 4 calculations (and most other maths work), we follow these 
steps: 
 
Concrete: We start by using concrete apparatus, such as counters, tens sticks and ones… etc, 
so the children understand what is ‘happening’ when they add, subtract, multiply or divide. 
 
Pictorial:   Once they are confident using concrete apparatus, we show them how they can 
draw an image to represent the apparatus.  
 
Abstract: Once they are confident being able to draw an image, we show them how to just 
record the numbers. 
 
Over the next few pages, you will find information about these written methods.  
 
There is, of course, still a place for children to have good mental maths skills. They should be 
able to rapidly recall: 
 

- Number bonds to 10, 20 and 100. 
- Doubles and halves up to double 12/half of 24 
- 2, 5, 10 and 3 times tables 
- Odd and even numbers 
- Multiples of 2, 5 and 10 

 
They also should be able to add and subtract smaller 
numbers or multiples of 10 without the need to write 
things down. 
 
Online game/apps are really helpful for this. Some 
great ones are: 
 

           



 
Addition 
The children will explore using concrete apparatus (ten sticks and ones) before 
moving onto the different steps of the recorded methods below. 
 

 
 
 
Stage One – Drawing dienes      Stage Two – Expanded                  Stage Three – Formal  
                (tens and ones)                
 

 
Note: ALWAYS add the ones first, before the tens.  
 
 
 
 



Subtraction 
The children will explore using concrete apparatus (ten sticks and ones) before 
moving onto the different steps of the recorded methods below. 
 

 
 
 
Stage One – Drawing dienes      Stage Two – Expanded                  Stage Three – Formal  
                (tens and ones)                
 

 
Note: ALWAYS subtract the ones first, before the tens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Multiplication  
The children will explore using concrete apparatus (counters) before moving 
onto the different steps of the recorded methods below. We teach the children 
to show multiplication by putting the counters into an array. This just means 
that they put counters into rows and columns together. The rows and columns 
represent ‘groups of’. 
 
 
Stage One 
Draw an array to solve the multiplication calculation. We go down in column first.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We also talk about how this is the same as ‘repeated’ addition.    
 
Stage Two 
 
You can use the array to also find the commutative law.  
Column and row.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           2 +   2 +  2 +   2  = 8  
      
           4 x 2 = 8  
                                                                          4   +  4 = 8 
 
                                                                          2 x 4 = 8  

2 +   2 +   2 +   2  =  8 



 
Division  
The children will explore using concrete apparatus (counters) before moving 
onto the different steps of the recorded methods below. We teach the children 
to show division by getting the total number of counters and splitting them 
into groups (putting them into the shape of an array). This just means that they 
put counters into rows and columns together. The rows and columns represent 
the ‘groups of’. 
 
Stage One 
 
Draw an array and use this to find out how many groups you have divided your amount 
into.  
 

 
Stage Two  
 
You can use the array to also find the commutative law.  
Column and row 

 
 
 
 
 



Fractions 
We usually teach children to colour in fractions of a shape first. They need to 
understand that: 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1/2 is one of 2 equal parts                           ¼ is one of 4 equal parts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1/3 is one of 3 equal parts                           2/4 is two of 4 equal parts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3/4 is three of 4 equal parts                           2/3 is two of 3 equal parts 
 
 
 
 



We then teach the children to use a bar model to help them work out 
fractions of a number.  
 
They will start by drawing a bar model and then getting the total number of 
counters. They will then split the counters up into the number of equal parts 
that they need. For example: 
 
 
They will then be able to draw an image to show this. 
 

 
 
 
 
We also talk to the children about how this links with their multiplication and 
division knowledge: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 counters/dots 
 
 
Split into 2 equal groups 
 
 
How many counters/dots 
in one of those groups? 



 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Apps 
 

           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 



Apps 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
How can I help my child with their reading? 
 
Pace – see how fast they can read a page. Time it and repeat. Aim to 
improve their speed. 
 
Questions and discussion – see the guide below, which might help 
with discussion  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sound it out – if they’re not sure of the word, ask them to use their 
sounds to ‘sound out’ the word.  
 
 
 



Year 2 – Reading Standards 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Year 2 – Writing Standards 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Writing and Handwriting 
Below are the sentence types that we focus on in Year 2 as well as the 
handwriting guide for cursive. Ms Freeman (one of the school’s English Leads) 
has also created ‘Loom’ videos focussing on the formation of each letter – upper 
and lower case. The links are below. 
 
https://www.loom.com/share/61dbb2282b0c4628a25df48daa017aca 

https://www.loom.com/share/9ae0da12c9fc486c90518ceac9db2dd3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.loom.com/share/61dbb2282b0c4628a25df48daa017aca
https://www.loom.com/share/9ae0da12c9fc486c90518ceac9db2dd3

