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As a school we have written our own Literature Spine.  This sets out 12 texts 

per year group (a mixture of fiction and poetry) that we believe would be a 

crime not to have been read and enjoyed by the children at Oxton St Saviour’s. 

Some of these books have been specifically chosen to be used during English 

lessons, as read aloud texts and some for independent reading. They have also 

been chosen to represent some of the latest and best releases, as well as       

representing some genres and authors that our children may not necessarily 

choose to read of their own accord. Teachers will always be sensitive when     

selecting the next text for a class, bearing in mind their personal likes/dislikes 

and current home life circumstances. Even though it is recommended, this does 

not mean it is appropriate for a particular cohort. The Literature Spine will      

remain a working document as excellent new books are always being written 

and discovered and so may change year on year.  

In addition to the books and poems listed on this literature spine, children will 

encounter many other high quality texts (see English Long Term Planners)       

including a wide range of non-fiction books to support learning.  It is vital that 

non-fiction texts also form part of the read aloud programme alongside  

fiction and poetry. 

 

Date to be reviewed -  July 2026 



Oxton St Saviour’s Class Reading Spine 

2023-2024 

Reception 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Supertato 

By Sue Hendra 

The Naughty Bus 

By Jan Oke 

The Three Little Pigs 

By Mara Aperlin  

The Something 

By Rebecca Cobb 

The Gruffalo 

By Julia Donaldson 

The Storm Whale 

By Benji Davies 

Whatever Next 

By Jill Murphy 

The Gingerbread Man 

By Jackie Walter and Marcus Cutler 

The Ugly Duckling 

By Hans Andersen 

The Extraordinary Gardener 

By Sam Boughton 

Elmer 

By David McKnee 

Chocolate Cake 

By Michael Rosen 



 

Year 1 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Enchanted Wood 

By Enid Blyton  

The Night Before Christmas 

By Clement Clarke Moore 

The Trouble with Trolls 

By Jan Brett 

Voices in the Park 

By Anthony Browne 

Owl Babies 

By Martin Waddell 

The Colour Monster 

By Anna Llenas 

Lost and Found 

By Oliver Jeffers 

Dogger 

By Shirley Hughes 

Ruby’s Worry 

By Tom Percival  

The Book With No Pictures 

By B.J. Novak  

And Tango Makes Three 

By Justin Richardson  

Scissors 

By Allen Ahlberg   



Year 2 

   

   

   

   

Traction Man is Here 

By Mini Grey  

The Twits 

By Roald Dahl 

The Owl and the Pussycat 

By Edward Lear  

Too Small Tola 

By Atinuke  

The Owl Who Was Afraid of 

the Dark By Jill Tomlinson  

The Boy Who Grew Dragons 

By Andy Shepherd  

How Winston Delivered  

Christmas By Alex T Smith 

The Day the Crayons Quit 

By Drew Daywalt  

How to be a Lion 

By Ed Vere  

Ada Twist Scientist  

By Andrea Beaty  

The Hodgeheg  

By Dick King-Smith  

Perfectly Peculiar Pets 

Poems By Elli Woollard 



   

   

   

   

Year 3 

Fox 

By Margaret Wild 

Into the Forest 

By Anthony Browne 

How Doth the Little Crocodile 

By Lewis Carroll 

Stone Age Boy  

By Satoshi Kitamura 

Charlotte’s Web 

By E.B White 

Varjak Paw 

By S.F Said  

The Wild Robot 

By Peter Brown  
The Firework Maker’s     

Daughter By Philip Pullman 

Nothing to See Here Hotel  

By Steven Butler 

Catch a Little Rhyme  

By Eve Merriam  

Anisha Accidental Detective 

By Serena Patel 

Fortunately the Milk 

By Neil Gaiman  



Year 4 

   

   

   

   

The Iron Man 

By Ted Hughes 

Podkin One Ear by Kieran  

Larwood. 

  

The Lion and Albert 

By Marriot Edgar  

The Bubble Boy 

By Stewart Foster 

Tom Gates  

By Liz Pichon 

The Miraculous Journey of  Ed-

ward Tulane By Kate DiCamillo 

The Famous Five 

By Enid Blyton 

Manfish 

By Jacques Cousteau 

The Lost Happy Endings 

By Carol Ann Duffy 

Please Mrs Butler 

By Allan Ahlberg 

The lost thing 

By Shaun Tan 

Flotsam 

By David Wiesner 



Year 5 

   

   

   

   

There’s a Boy in the Girls’ 

Bathroom  

By Louis Sachar  

The Listeners  

By Walter De La Mere  

The 1000 Year Old Boy 

By Ross Welford  

Below Zero  

By Dan Smith  

How to Fly With Broken Wings 

By Jane Elson  

Wonder  

By R.J Palacio  

Dreams 

By Langston Hughes 

The Boy at the Back of the 

Class By Onjali Q.Rauf  

The Stormkeeper’s Island 

By Catherine Doyle  

The Girl of Ink and Stars 

By Kiran Milwood Hargrave  

Journey to Jo’Burg  

By Beverly Naidoo  

The Highwayman  

By Alfred Noyes  



Year 6 

   

   

   

   

In Flanders Field 

By John McCrae  

The Diary of a Young Girl 

By Anne Frank  

Rose Blanche 

By Roberto Innocenti 

Letters from the Lighthouse 

By Emma Carroll   

House with Chicken Legs 

By Sophie Anderson  

A Story Like the Wind 

By Gill Lewis  

Shackleton’s Journey 

By William Gill  

The Molliebird 

By Jules Pottle  

Hansel and Gretal  

By Neil Gaiman  

Holes 

By Louis Sachar  

Cicada 

By Shaun Tan  

Can You See Me? 

By Libby Scott 


