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Geography Coverage and Progression Framework 
For EYFS, Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2 2026/2027
In line with our vision of children becoming their best versions, children start their journey in geography learning from Nursery, focusing on the world around them and how their choices make a difference to the future. The content and principles of the geography curriculum are derived from the 2014 National Curriculum. We utilise the National Curriculum Programmes of Study as a guide for determining the content and objectives, which inform our curriculum. To ensure comprehensive coverage and progression, we have developed a detailed curriculum plan. In addition, we encourage teachers to seek out supplementary materials that are tailored to the individual needs of our students, thereby creating a unique and personalised learning experience.
Throughout a child’s time at St John’s, we ensure that our Geography curriculum offers a multitude of opportunities and experiences which develop their knowledge and understanding of the world. This includes the knowledge of features within their locality and the wider world. Our curriculum develops their vocabulary alongside knowledge and skills to enable them to make meaningful comparisons and judgements about the world they live in, creating pupils who ask questions, solve problems, and relate to how their actions can affect the world around them. We aim to make our pupils curious about exploring their locality and wider community. The structure of our geography curriculum gives room to learn new knowledge, apply it to maps, and then, at a later date that year, return to review and recall their previous learning to enhance their long-term memory. Our curriculum develops their vocabulary alongside knowledge and skills to enable them to make meaningful comparisons and judgements about the world they live in.
Geography Overview 2026/2027
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2 Fieldwork and enquiry Unit

	EYFS
	Marvellous Me
	
	

	
	
	Welly Wander- Woodland and Plants

	Year 1
	Where Do I Live?
Map work & London
	
	
	
	
	Maps- our school grounds and facilities

	Year 2
	Continents, Oceans and Biomes & Rivers
	
	
	
	
	Study of the Forest Area: Woodland Biome

	Year 3 and 4
	Polar regions & Scandinavia
	
	
	
	
	Road Use- modes of transport

	Year 5
	Natural Disasters & Study of a European Country: ITALY
	
	
	
	
	Comparison of 2 contrasting locations- urban and rural

	Year 6
	Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest
	
	
	
	
	Conservation/sustainability: local River study






Progression in Geography Skills and Knowledge
Below is an outline of what children are expected to ‘know’ (substantive knowledge) and ‘be able to’ (disciplinary knowledge and skills) at the end of their year:
	Nursery: Unit: Marvellous Me – UTW – People, Culture and Communities

	Main Line of Enquiry: 

	Overview of Learning: Harvest is a celebration which has songs and stories linked to the celebration. The weather changes and we can notice this. That we have different seasons, and we know about Autumn.


	By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge)
	By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills)

	· Know that Harvest is a celebration
· Know that we celebrate with stories and songs
· Know that we grow fruit and vegetables and wheat to eat.
· Know what the weather is like.
· Know if you need your coat on.
· Know if you need to wear a hat and scarf.
· Know that in Autumn we collect conkers and leaves fall to the ground.
	· FM To talk about items in the world such as rain and splashing in puddles, seeing animals in the fields, birds in the sky.
· SM Children will talk about what they notice about the weather on a daily basis and how this impacts them. (Need a coat, gloves, sunhat etc.) 
· SM Children will notice changes linked to seasons 
· SM Children will sort fruit and vegetables.
· SM Children will be able to celebrate Harvest time.

	Sticky Knowledge:
	Vocabulary:

	· I know that Harvest is a celebration
· I know that we celebrate with stories and songs
· I understand that we grow fruit and vegetables and wheat to eat.
· I can tell you what the weather is like.
· I can tell you if you need your coat on.
· I can tell you if you need to wear a hat and scarf.
· I understand that in Autumn we collect conkers and leaves fall to the ground.
	Weather, calendar, houses, days, months of the year, seasons, semi-detached, detached, terraced, bungalow, 

Harvest, fruit, vegetables, farmers, crops, Harvest Festival, local, map,  

	Direct Links to prior learning:
	Direct Links to future learning:

	· NA
	· Reception- Marvellous Me

	              Possible Fieldwork/Enrichment Activities:
	               Possible Cross Curricular links:

	· 
	

	              Topic Book Links:
	                Map skills opportunities (where applicable):

	https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/maps-and-mapping/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/houses-homes-buildings/ 
	Create a map using Lego/building blocks

	Place/Space/Scale Questions: How do people get to our school?



	Reception: Unit: Marvellous Me – UTW – People, Culture and Communities

	Main Line of Enquiry: 

	Overview of Learning: To identify that they now belong to the school community. Harvest Celebration including songs and stories linked to the seasonal event.

	By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge)
	By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills)

	· Know that I live in my home
· Know that my home might be different to other people’s homes.
· Understand that we have things the same and things that are different in our homes.
· Know that I belong to St John Baptist Primary School.
· Know that Harvest is a celebration of the food grown.
· Know that Harvest takes place in the autumn.
· Know that Autumn is a season.
· Understand that Harvest takes place in the autumn when the crops have grown and are ready to be gathered.
	· FM Children can tell you something about where they live.
· SM Children will talk about what they like about their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. (I like where I live because….) 
· SM Children can describe themselves, other objects and landmarks using relative positions (next to, in front, behind etc.) 
· SM Children will talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.
· SM Children will experience looking at Atlases and world globes in the topic hut or curiosity cube. 
· SM Children will begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.
· TM Children understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. They will identify key signs/images for each season.

	Sticky Knowledge:
	Vocabulary:

	· I know that I live in my home
· I know that my home might be different to other people’s homes.
· I understand that we have things the same and things that are different in our homes.
· I know that I belong to St John Baptist Primary School.
· I know that St John Baptist Primary School is friends with St John Baptist Church.
· I know that Harvest is a celebration of the food grown.
· I know that Harvest takes place in the autumn.
· I know that Autumn is a season.
· I understand that Harvest takes place in the autumn when the crops have grown and are ready to be gathered.
	Home, different, belong, Harvest, Autumn, season, terraced, detached, semi-detached, bungalow, crops, Harvest Festival, fruit, vegetables, Winter, Spring, Summer, 

Street, lanes, roads, pathways, pavements, 

	Direct Links to prior learning:
	Direct Links to future learning:

	· Nursery- Marvelous Me
	· Yr 1- Where we live

	              Possible Fieldwork/Enrichment Activities:
	               Possible Cross Curricular links:

	· 
	

	              Topic Book Links:
	                Map skills opportunities (where applicable):

	https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/maps-and-mapping/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/houses-homes-buildings/ 
	Create Penistone high street as a junk model

	Place/Space/Scale Questions: Where do people come from to come to our school?



	Year 1: Unit 1- Where do I live? 

	Main Line of Enquiry: 

	Overview of Learning: Discussion/poster – VISIT PENISTONE – about the location of Penistone and some of the human and physical features of Penistone. Carry out a fieldwork activity, using maps to identify human and physical features of Penistone – produce a basic map of the school grounds and immediate local area. LONDON DAY – our capital celebration – visit London tourist guide – recorded guided tour of London using Google Maps 1.	 Know that London is the capital city of England and know where it is located within the UK.
Know and be able to identify key landmarks in London and explain which are human and which are physical features.

	By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge)
	By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills)

	· Know that settlements are places where people live and sometimes work. 
· Know that a village is a small settlement with houses 
· Know that a town is larger than a village, with lots of houses, primary and secondary schools, as well as sometimes a railway station and a shopping centre.
· Know that a city is the largest type of settlement, containing lots of buildings and lots of people.
· Know that Penistone is in England. 
· Know that England is a country and there are many countries around the world. 
· Know that there are things in the world that are made by people, and these are called human features. (And give examples from Penistone e.g. houses, shops, roads, cinema, church, restaurants and schools...)
· Know that there are things in the world that are NOT made by people, and these are called physical features. (And give examples from Penistone e.g. fields, trees, grass, hills, rivers and countryside...)
· Know that maps show you what an area looks like from an aerial view (this is also known as a bird’s eye view).
· Know that symbols are used on maps to mark human and physical features of an area and show where they are located.
· Know that a key is needed on a map to explain the symbols.
· Know the compass directions: North, East, South, West.
	· Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
· Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather (plus countryside)
· Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds
· Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment
· Understand the basic principles of maps
· Understand the purpose of a map and begin to understand how to use one.
· Use maps to revisit human and physical features of our local area.
· Explain features of London and identify where London is on a map

	Sticky Knowledge:
	Vocabulary:

	· I know our school is in Penistone, which is a town, in the North of England
· I can name some physical and human features of different settlements (village, town, city)
· I know, and can recognise, the following OS Map symbols: road, footpath, school, railway station, castle, parking, place of worship, post office, trees and toilet
· I can read a simple map of the school grounds and describe features on the map
· I can identify local landmarks on a map
· I can describe some key features of London and find London on a map of the UK
· I can explain the 4 different directions on a compass
	Village, town, city, Penistone, town, England, country, human features, physical features, location, symbol, London, 

	Direct Links to prior learning:
	Direct Links to future learning:

	· EYFS- Marvelous Me
	· Yr 3- UK study

	              Possible Fieldwork/Enrichment Activities:
	               Possible Cross Curricular links:

	· 
	

	              Topic Book Links:
	                Map skills opportunities (where applicable):

	https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/maps-and-mapping/ 
	

	Place/Space/Scale Questions: what would happen if there were no roads around our school?



	Year 2: Our Earth- Continents, Oceans and Biomes around the world

	Main Line of Enquiry: 

	Overview of Learning: The aim of this unit is for pupils to 1) Name and locate the 7 continents, 2) Name and locate the 5 oceans, 3)Understand how to use a map to locate continents and oceans, 4) Understand that the earth’s temperature is hotter on the equator and colder at the North and South Poles, 5) Understand what a biome is
Rivers: 1. Recap knowledge of coasts and oceans, 2.	Know the correct vocabulary to describe a river. 3. Know and be able to locate the longest rivers in the UK and the World. END OF UNIT OUTCOME: OUR EARTH museum – visit to local river with water testing – comparison of local river to world river – presentation

	By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge)
	By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills)

	Continents
Know that in the world there are areas of land and areas of water.
Know that most areas covered by land are split up into continents.
Know the names of the world’s 7 continents: Europe, Africa, North America, South America, Asia, Oceania and Antarctica.
Oceans
Know that most of the world is covered in water. Understand that areas covered by water are split up into oceans.
Know the names of the world’s 5 oceans: Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific and Southern.
Climate
Know and understand that the Earth has an imaginary line around it called the Equator.
Know that the earth has two smaller imaginary circles around the bottom and top of it. The top is called the North Pole and the bottom is called the South Pole.
Know that places near the equator are hotter and places near the North and South poles are colder.
Biomes
Know that the world is made up of different biomes.
To know a biome is a large area of the Earth that has its own environment.
Know that there are 6 main biomes (Aquatic, Desert, Forest/woodland, Grassland/Savannah, Rainforest, Tundra)
Rivers
Know the longest UK rivers are the Severn and the Thames
Know the River Nile is the longest river in the world
	· Identify land and water on a map of the world
· Identify the 7 continents on a world map
· Use globes and atlases – and annotate maps – to identify continents and oceans
· Use appropriate vocabulary when talking and writing about continents and oceans
· Make use of the four main compass points when describing the location of these continents and oceans
· Explain different features from a variety of the main biomes
· Understand that a river is a large natural stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a lake, or another river
· Explain different features of a river 

	Sticky Knowledge:
	Vocabulary:

	· The world is made up of many countries. The countries can be grouped into continents.
· The large amounts of water between each continent are called oceans.
· Some of the continents are joined by land. Others are separated by oceans.
· Human features are made by people and physical features are created by nature.
· The equator is an invisible line which shows the hottest areas on the Earth
· The North Pole and South Pole are the coldest places on the Earth
· A biome is a large area of the Earth which has its own environment.
· The 6 main biomes are Aquatic, Desert, Forest/woodland, Grassland/Savannah, Rainforest, Tundra and each biome has specific features 
· All rivers run into the sea eventually
· The longest river in the UK is the Severn and the longest river in the world is the Nile.
	Atlas, continent, globe, human, ocean, physical, east, northern hemisphere, southern hemisphere, north, south, east, west, South Pole, North Pole, biome, Brazil, Equator, Antarctica, 

Aquatic, Desert, Forest/woodland, Grassland/Savannah, Rainforest, Tundra

Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe, Oceania

River, stream, waterfall, tributary, source, delta, meander, downstream, estuary, current, riverbank, 

	Direct Links to prior learning:
	Direct Links to future learning:

	· 
	· Yr 3- surrounding seas, Yr 4- European study, Yr 5- Natural disasters around the world, Yr 6- Brazil and rainforests

	              Possible Fieldwork/Enrichment Activities:
	               Possible Cross Curricular links:

	· 
	

	              Topic Book Links:
	                Map skills opportunities (where applicable):

	https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/maps-and-mapping/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/science-maths-computing/habitats-and-ecosystems/ 
	Plotting the different biomes on a world map

	Place/Space/Scale Questions: What would happen if all the world had the same climate? Which climate would is the best for huimans?

	Year 3 and 4: Polar Regions and Scandinavia

	Main Line of Enquiry: 

	Overview of Learning: Polar Regions: The aim of this unit is for pupils to 1. Understand and locate lines of latitude and longitude, 2. Understand the environment in the Arctic and Antarctic Circles, 3. Understand what Climate Change is and the impact it is having on the world’s polar regions. END OF UNIT OUTCOME: Ends of the Earth presentation – museum style presented to parents and other members of the local community – letters to important figures about climate change and the impact on Earth – peaceful protest to stand up for change in our planet
Scandinavia: The aim of this unit is for pupils to 1. Understand and locate lines of latitude and longitude. 2. Understand where Scandinavia is located, the countries it consists of and their key features. END OF UNIT OUTCOME: Scandinavia theme day – dress up – look at famous dishes – produce a museum to share with parents our learning around the physical and human geography of these countries – present findings on comparisons between UK area and area of Scandinavia

	By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge)
	By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills)

	Revisit:
Know the 8 points of a compass - North, North East, East, South East, South, South West, West, North West.
Know where the Equator is located and the impact this has on temperature. 
Know that it is an imaginary line drawn around the world.
Know where the North and South Poles are located and understand that these are the coldest places on earth, as they are furthest away from the equator.
Labelling the Earth
Know that anything lying south of the Equator is in the Southern Hemisphere and anything lying north of the Equator is in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Know that the Prime Meridian is a line of longitude, which runs through London.
Arctic Circle 
Know that the Arctic Circle is at the north of the earth and the North Pole is the most northern point and it is in the Arctic Circle.
Know that the Arctic Circle is in the Northern Hemisphere and the Arctic Ocean is in the Arctic Circle. 
Antarctica
Know that the Antarctic Circle is at the south of the earth and the South Pole is the most southern point and it is in the Antarctic Circle.
Know that the Antarctic Circle is in the Southern Hemisphere and the Antarctica is the only continent inside the Antarctic Circle.
Tundra Biome
Know that within the Arctic and Antarctic Circles is a Tundra Biome.
Know that this biome is the coldest and is covered in ice and snow. Not many plants and animals can survive here.
Climate Change
Know and am beginning to understand that climate change (or global warming), is the process of our planet heating up.
Know the main causes of climate change and how it affects the Earth.

Scandinavia
Know and understand that Scandinavia is located within the Arctic Circle, in Northern Europe. 
Know that 3 countries (Norway, Denmark and Sweden) make up Scandinavia.
I know that these countries are colder than the UK as they are further North, away from the equator. 
	· Use knowledge of how to use an atlas and map reading to identify these countries on a world map. 
· Understand that to help locate where a place is in the world, people use imaginary lines called latitude and longitude. 
· Begin to understand that some animals are able to survive in these harsh environments: 
· Arctic Circle: Narwhal, Beluga, Polar Bear, Reindeer, Arctic Foxes, Walruses, Harp Seals, Snowy Owls.
· Antarctic Circle: Emperor Penguins, Elephant and Leopard Seals, Orcas, Blue Whale, Albatrosses, Dusky Dolphins
· Identify on a map the position of these lines of latitude: Equator, The Tropic of Cancer, The Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle and Antarctic Circle.
· Explain how humans contribute to global warming by:
1. Burning fossil fuels (burning coal and oil)
2. Farming (cows producing methane gas)
3. Deforestation (cutting down trees)
· Explain that a warmer climate could affect our planet in a number of ways:
1. More rainfall
2. Changing seasons
3. Shrinking sea ice
4. Rising sea levels
· Explain how we can help climate change by:
1. Walking or cycling rather than travelling in cars or buses.
2. Using less energy - turn off lights, TVs, laptops etc when you aren’t using them.
3. Recycling 

Scandinavia 
· Using knowledge of how to use an atlas and map reading, locate these countries on a map of Europe. 
· Describe the main features of the different Scandinavian countries including climate, trade, physical and human features, and what each country is famous for
· Understand that sustainability is a way to use natural resources, without impacting negatively on the environment or causing resources to run out. Understand that sustainability is very important in protecting our planet for: animals, plants and future generations.

	Sticky Knowledge:
	Vocabulary:

	· I can identify the Earth’s key geographical lines including lines of latitude, longitude, the equator, hemispheres, Prime Meridian, and Poles
· Know what life is like in the coldest areas of the Earth, explaining main features of both the Arctic and Antarctic Circles
· What the Tundra Biome is like and how life survives in this biome
· What causes climate change, how it effects the Earth and what can humans do to slow climate change down
· Locate Scandinavia and say which 3 countries make up Scandinavia
· What life is like in Scandinavian countries- Sweden, Denmark and Norway
	North, Northeast, East, South East, South, South West, West, North West, equator, North and South Poles, latitude, longitude, parallel, Southern and Northern Hemisphere, Prime Meridian, The Tropic of Cancer, The Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle and Antarctic Circle, climate, Tundra biome, global warming, climate change, Europe, Scandinavia, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, sustainability, 


	Direct Links to prior learning:
	Direct Links to future learning:

	· 
	· Yr 6- Biomes and rainforests

	              Possible Fieldwork/Enrichment Activities:
	               Possible Cross Curricular links:

	·  
	

	              Topic Book Links:
	                Map skills opportunities (where applicable):

	· https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/maps-and-mapping/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/frozen-worlds/
	

	Place/Space/Scale Questions: Is climate change worse near the sea? Or in the countryside?



	Year 5: Natural Disasters and Comparison Unit (Italy)

	Main Line of Enquiry: 

	Overview of Learning: Natural Disasters- The aim of this unit is for pupils to 1. Know the structure of the earth and how this contributes to natural disasters such as: volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis. 2. Understand how volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis occur and the impact they have. 3. Know an overview of other natural disasters. END OF UNIT OUTCOME: Produce a report/presentation for locals on natural disasters – Produce a film sharing all knowledge of natural disasters – build working models demonstrating HOW and WHY natural disasters occur (share as a museum)  

	By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge)
	By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills)

	The Structure of the Earth
Know the structure of the Earth - crust, mantle, outer core and inner core.
Know that the upper mantle is hard but there is magma (liquid rock) beneath.
Tectonic Plates 
Know that the earth’s crust is made up of different pieces, called tectonic plates.
Know that the edges of plates, where two plates meet, are called fault lines or faults.
Volcanoes 
Know and can explain that a volcano is an opening in the earth’s crust from which hot molten rock, gas, steam and ash from inside the Earth, sometimes burst out of.
Know that volcanoes form when magma reaches the Earth's surface, causing eruptions of lava and ash. 
Structure of a Volcano
Know the structure of a volcano including magma chamber, main vent, secondary vent, secondary cone, crater.
Earthquakes 
Know that earthquakes are a violent jolt that shakes the land when two edges of the earth’s crust rub against each other, this can cause sudden movements which can lead to earth tremors or earthquakes.
Know that earthquakes are measured on the Richter Scale.
Know that the place directly above the ground where the earthquake starts is called the epicentre.
Tsunami
Know that Tsunami is a Japanese word which means 'harbour wave'.
Know that a tsunami is a large sea wave caused by a large volume of water, being moved.
	· Understand and describe that the earth’s plates fit together like a jigsaw and are always moving, although they move so slowly, we can’t usually feel them move
· Understand that the edges of these pieces rub against each other, and this can cause sudden movements which can lead to earth tremors or earthquakes.
· Understand that the openings in the earth’s crust are along fault lines, where the different plates meet. 
· Accurately label a diagram of a volcano 
· Describe and link how volcanic eruptions can have a devastating effect on people and the environment.
·  Using knowledge of how to use an atlas and map reading, locate Sicily and Mount Etna on a map. 
·  Explain the causes of a volcanoes:
1. Magma rises through cracks or weaknesses in the Earth's crust.
2. Pressure builds up inside the Earth.
3. When this pressure is released, magma explodes to the surface causing a volcanic eruption.
4. Over time, after several eruptions, the rock builds up and a volcano forms.
· Can describe volcanoes in terms of activity: Active - A volcano that has erupted recently and is likely to erupt again. Dormant - A volcano that has not erupted for a long time, however, it may still erupt in the future. Extinct - A volcano that erupted thousands of years ago and will probably never erupt again.
· Can explain the effects of being closer to the epicentre of an earthquake and give examples of the damage they can cause 
· Explain the connection between Tsunamis and earthquakes
· Can describe other natural disasters such as avalanches, floods, forest fires, hurricanes and tornadoes

	Sticky Knowledge:
	Vocabulary:

	· Know that there are 3 active volcanoes in Italy including Mount Etna (which is the tallest active volcano in Europe)
· Know the basic structure of a volcano and why it could erupt
· Can describe different types of volcanoes-active, dormant, extinct
· Describe the cause of a variety of natural disasters and explain the effects/impact of these disasters on the population
· Explain the positive and negative aspects of a volcano erupting
· Can locate Italy on a map of Europe and on a globe
· Can describe the human and physical characteristics of Italy- climate, coastline, mountains, and lakes
	Crust, mantle, outer core, inner core, vent, magma, tectonic plates, fault lines, tremors, volcano, lava, ash, eruption, pressure, chamber, crater, active, dormant, extinct, Mount Etna, Mount Vesuvius, Richter Scale, epicentre, Tsunami, avalanche, floods, forest fires, hurricanes, tornado,  

	Direct Links to prior learning:
	Direct Links to future learning:

	· Yr 4- European study
	· 

	              Possible Fieldwork/Enrichment Activities:
	               Possible Cross Curricular links:

	· 
	

	              Topic Book Links:
	                Map skills opportunities (where applicable):

	https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/maps-and-mapping/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/environmental-sustainability/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/plastic-pollution/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/science-maths-computing/habitats-and-ecosystems/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/mountains-and-volcanoes/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/natural-disasters/ 
	

	Place/Space/Scale Questions: Should people live on tectonic plates/by volcanoes/by the sea if there are known natural disasters there?



	Year 6: Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest

	Main Line of Enquiry: 

	Overview of Learning: 
The aim of this unit is for pupils to 1. Deepen their understanding of continents, by learning about a specific area in South America - including a key city (Rio de Janeiro). 2. Understand that the Amazon rainforest is located in Brazil and know some of its features. 3. Apply their knowledge of human and physical features of an area of the UK and compare them to an area of Brazil. 4. Understand where the Amazon River and Amazon Rainforest are located and the impact this has on their climate. 5. Understand the human and physical geography of the region, including the structure of the rainforest and human settlements. 6. Understand the impact of deforestation on the environment.
END OF UNIT OUTCOME: Brazil day - Invite parents for sections - Presentation all about Brazil – tourist guide - Mini-carnival - SAVE THE RAINFOREST peaceful protest – include fundraising activities.  

	By the end of this unit, children should know: (knowledge)
	By the end of this unit, children should be able to: (skills)

	Continents (review knowledge)
Know the names and locations of the seven continents: Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia, Oceania (Australia/Australasia) and Antarctica. 
Know that a continent is a large area of land that contains different countries.
Know and can locate the five oceans: Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean. 
Know where the Equator is located and the impact this has on temperature. 
Know where the North and South Poles are located and understand that these are the coldest places on earth as they are furthest away from the equator.
Compass (review knowledge)
Know the 8 points of a compass - North, Northeast, East, Southeast, South, Southwest, West, Northwest.
Labelling the Earth (review knowledge)
Know where the Equator is located and the impact this has on temperature. 
Know where the North and South Poles are located and understand that these are the coldest places on earth, as they are furthest away from the equator.
Brazil
Know that Brazil is the largest country in the continent of South America.
Know that Brazil’s coast is along the Atlantic Ocean.
Know that Brasilia is the capital city of Brazil.
Rio De Janeiro
Know that Rio de Janeiro is a famous city in Brazil.
Know key features of Rio de Janeiro, for example, Christ the Redeemer, Copacabana Beach, Rio Carnival, Sugarloaf Mountain
Amazon Rainforest (review knowledge)
Know and understand that the world is made up of different biomes.
Know that a biome is a large area of the earth that has its own environment.
Know that animals, plants, physical features and climate together make the environment.
Know that tropical rainforest biomes contain more species of animals and plants than any other biome.
I know that plants and trees in rainforests grow in layers, and I know that different animals live in different layers.
Know the features of the layers of rainforest: 
	Layer
	Features
	Animals

	Emergent Layer
	This is the top layer of the rainforest. These are the tallest trees in the rainforest and can reach 70 metres tall. They have huge leafy crowns that spread out to catch as much sunlight as possible.
It is hot, wet, and windy in the emergent layer.
	Only a few animals live in this layer, most of which are birds:
- they look for nesting places away from predators.
Some of the animals that can be found in the emergent layer are: bird-eating tarantulas, hummingbirds and macaws.

	Canopy
	The canopy layer is located under the emergent layer.
This is the dense leafy layer with trees about 40 metres tall. They spread their branches out to catch most of the sunlight and rain. There is plenty of food and shelter in this layer.
	The canopy is home to most of the animals and plants of the rainforest.
Red-eyed tree frogs, sloths, and toucans are some of the animals that live in the canopy layer.

	The Understorey
	The understory layer is located beneath the canopy.
The understory does not get much sunlight. It is dark and humid here.
Leafy bushes and small trees entwined with vines make up this layer.
	Some larger animals use the understory layer for hunting.
Geckos, bats, and boa constrictors are some of the animals that make their home in the understory layer.

	Forest Floor
	The last layer of the rainforest is the forest floor layer.
This layer is dark, humid, and hot. Only 5% of the sunlight makes it to
the forest floor. A carpet of dead leaves forms the base of this dim and shady layer. The lack of sunlight means fewer plants grow here.
	Anteaters, jaguars, and scorpions are some of the animals that live in the forest floor layer.



Human Geography
Settlement
Know that settlements are places where people live and sometimes work and understand that there are different types of settlement, depending on how many people live and work there. 
Know that within the Amazon rainforest, there are different types of settlement.
Deforestation
Know the term ‘deforestation’ as the action of clearing a large area of trees.
Know and understand the impact of deforestation including Soil erosion, Climate change, Droughts, Habitat loss
Conservation and Sustainability
Know and understand that it is important that humans act to save the rainforest.
	· Recall previous learning from a variety of units

· Understand and explain that to help locate where a place is in the world, people use imaginary lines called latitude and longitude. 
· Identify the hemispheres on a map
· Identify on a map the position of these lines of latitude: Equator, The Tropic of Cancer, The Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle and Antarctic Circle.

· Locate and label Brazil on a map of South America and a map of the world.
· Identify and describe the Brazilian flag:
· Locate Rio de Janeiro on a map of Brazil.
· look at simple maps, aerial views and photographs of their Brazil, discussing and asking questions about its main features and comparing these with their local area
· use appropriate vocabulary when describing Brazil and comparing it with their local area

· Locate tropical rainforests along the equator, (due to the amount of sunshine and rainfall these areas have).
· Describe the different layers of a rainforest and identify the types of animals and plants which grow/live in that layer

· Understand that tribes living in the rainforest often use the natural resources in an area and when they have run out, they move their settlement to a new area with more resources.


· Explain the cause and effect of deforestation and present reasons and solutions to stop or slow deforestation down



	Sticky Knowledge:
	Vocabulary:

	· Describe a variety of human and physical features of Brazil
· Understand that tropical rainforests have a hot and wet climate all year round.
· Know that tropical rainforest biomes contain more species of animals and plants than any other biome.
· The range of agricultural products that we use from the South American continent including coffee, soybeans, wheat, rice, corn, sugarcane, cocoa, citrus, beef, bananas and shrimp.
· I know and understand that we can help protect the rainforest in a number of ways: 1. Planting new trees in locations where the forest has been cut down. 2. Create protected parks within the rainforest, to stop the tree from being cut down in those areas.
· I know and understand that forests are cut down for two reasons: 1. So that the wood from trees can be sold, as it is a valuable natural resource. 2. To clear land for farming.
	Brazil, Argentina, Rio De Janeiro, tourist, tropical climate, Christ The Redeemer, Copacabana Beach, Rio Carnival, Sugarloaf Mountain, biomes, rainforests, layers, emergent layer, Canopy layer, Understory layer, Forest floor, deforestation, conservation, sustainability, greenhouse gases, 

	Direct Links to prior learning:
	Direct Links to future learning:

	· Recap of continents, compass work from previous years
	· 

	              Possible Fieldwork/Enrichment Activities:
	               Possible Cross Curricular links:

	· 
	

	              Topic Book Links:
	                Map skills opportunities (where applicable):

	https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/maps-and-mapping/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/environmental-sustainability/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/plastic-pollution/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/south-america-topic/ 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/rainforests/ 
	Locating lines of latitude/longitude around the earth, using 6 figure grid-references to find locations studied, 

	Place/Space/Scale Questions: How does what we do in Penistone affect the Amazon rainforests?




National Curriculum Coverage Grid for our Geography Units
	Key Stage 1: Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom, and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness

	NC
Pupils should be taught…
	Locational knowledge
 name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.
	Place knowledge
 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country

	Human and physical geography
 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
	Geographical skills and fieldwork  use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map Geography – key stages 1 and 2 3  use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

	Year 1
Where do I live?
	
	understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom,
	key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
	

	Year 2
Continents, Oceans and Biomes
	name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.
	
	identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
	 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map Geography – key stages 1 and 2 3  use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

	



	Key Stage 2: Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.

	(NC) Pupils should be taught about:
	Locational knowledge
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
	Place knowledge
understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America
	Human and physical geography
describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	Geographical skills and fieldwork  use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

	Year 3 and 4 - Polar Regions and Scandinavia
	-locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
	-understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country
	-describe and understand key aspects of: -physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle -human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	

	Year 5- Natural Disasters and Italy
	-locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
	-understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country
	- describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including:
volcanoes and earthquakes
- physical geography, including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
	- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
- use the eight points of a compass.

	Year 6- Brazil and the Rainforests
	-identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn
- locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on South America,
concentrating on its environmental regions, key physical and human
characteristics, countries and major cities
- identify the position and significance of the Equator
- identify the position and significance of the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
	- understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of the
human and physical geography of a region of the UK and a region within South America

	-describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts,
-describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
	- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied



Geography Progression within our EYFS
At St John’s, we understand that the EYFS framework is structured very differently to the National Curriculum as it is organised across seven areas of learning rather than explicit subject areas. In these important early years of learning, our Nursery and Reception staff plan a wide variety of activities which offer the opportunities for our children to begin developing the prerequisite skills for Geography within the National Curriculum.
The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development Matters age ranges for Nursery and Reception to match the programme of study for geography.
The most relevant statements for geography are taken from the following area of learning: Understanding the World, Mathematics
	Nursery

	Mathematics
	Understand position through words alone. For example, “The bag is under the table,” -with no pointing
Describe a familiar route
Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’.

	
	Understanding the World
	Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

	Reception
	Understanding the World
	Draw information from a simple map
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries
Explore the natural world around them
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.

	ELG
	Understanding the World
Past and present
	People, Culture and Communities
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (where appropriate) maps.

	
	
	The Natural World
	Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons 
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