
More families
eligible for free
school meals

From September 2026, there will be
significant changes to Free School Meals
(FSM) eligibility in England.  
All children in households on Universal Credit will be
eligible — regardless of income. 

Apply now by scanning the QR code or
visiting barnsley.gov.uk/free-school-
meals-form 

Transitional protection is ending, which means some
current eligibility may change. Families will receive an
official notification by letter if they’re affected.

These changes aim to give more families the support
they need and ensure every child can access a healthy
meal at school.

Find out more about free school meals
at barnsley.gov.uk/free-school-meals 
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