
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intention statement: 
Hursthead Infant School aims for children to become confident, fluent readers by acquiring the skills to tackle a 
wide variety of texts through our rigorous and systematic approach to the teaching of phonics. This will enable our 
young learners to access knowledge throughout the curriculum and for pleasure, so developing a life- long love for 

books and reading. 
 

Early Learning Goals 
Word Reading 

• Say a sound for each letter of the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs 

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some 
common exception words. 

Comprehension 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their 

own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 

• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role play. 

National Curriculum 
 Year 1 Word Reading 

• Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words. 

• Respond speedily with the correct sound to grapheme for all 40+ phonemes, including where applicable, 
alternative sounds for graphemes. 

• Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing Grapheme/Phoneme Correspondences 

(GPCs) that have been taught. 

• Read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word. 

• Read words containing the taught GPCs and –s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and –est endings. 

• Read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs. 

• Read words with contractions and understand that the apostrophe represents the missing letter(s). 

• Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and that do not 

require them to use other strategies to work out words. 

• Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 
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Year 1 Comprehension  
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read and understanding by: 

• Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which 
they can read independently. 

• Being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences. 

• Becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering 
their particular characteristics. 

• Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases. 

• Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart. 

• Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known. 
Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

• Drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocab provided by the teacher. 

• Checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading. 

• Discussing the significance of the title and events. 

• Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done. 

• Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far. 

• Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

• Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 

 

Year 2 Word Reading 

• Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic decoding has 
become embedded and reading is fluent. 

• Reading accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially 
recognising alternative sounds for graphemes. 

• Read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondence between spelling and sound and 
where these occur in the word. 

• Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain taught GPCs.  

• Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they have frequently 
encountered. 

• Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words 
accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation. 

• Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

• Read words containing common suffixes. 
 

Year 2 Comprehension  
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read and understanding by: 

• Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, 

stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that which they can read independently. 

• Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related. 

• Becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales. 

• Recognising simple recurring literacy language in stories and poems. 

• Discussing their favourite words and phrases. 

• Continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 

• Being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways. 

• Discussing and clarifying the meaning of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary. 
Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

• Drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocab provided by the teacher. 

• Checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading. 



 
 

  

• Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done. 

• Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far. 

• Answering and asking questions. 

• Participate in discussion about books, poems and other words that are read to them and those that they 
can read for themselves, taking turns listening to what others say. 

• Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to 
and those that they read for themselves. 

 
 

Our Curriculum 

At Hursthead Infant School our reading curriculum in based around the systematic synthetic phonics programme 
Rocket Phonics.  It provides a combination of digital and printed resources, and a fully matched series of decodable 
reading books.  
 

 

What does the teaching of reading look like? 
 

At Hursthead Infant School the children have a daily phonics lesson following the Rocket Phonics Programme for 
their year group.  

 

There are daily opportunities to hear quality literature being read, both class reads and topic books. Children are 
encouraged to engage with texts by joining in with repetitive phrases and then retelling familiar stories in their 
own words. Books are carefully selected to expose children to a wide range of genres, including different layouts 
and features.  

 

Poems, rhymes and songs are enjoyed, learnt and recited to support children’s development and appreciation of 
rich language and vocabulary. 

 
Children are supported to read as part of a group (all reading the same text) and/or individually with a text that 
is matched to their current phonic knowledge. The adult working with them will ask questions about the text to 

develop the children’s understanding of what they are reading. 
 

Initially comprehension skills are developed by using familiar stories to understand and describe characters. Once 
children are able to read more independently they are supported to respond to written comprehension questions 
so they can begin to develop prediction and inference skills. 

 
 

 



 
 Progression of Reading Skills 

 

End of EYFS: 
Segment and blend all phonemes within the Rocket Phonics programme for Reception 

To enjoy being read to and reading simple texts independently. 

 

End of Year 1: 
Segment and blend all phonemes within the Rocket Phonics programme for Year 1. 

To understand what they are listening to and reading 
Be able to discuss the significance of the title and events 
To be able to select books to read for pleasure 
 

End of Year 2: 
Segment and blend all phonemes within the Rocket Phonics programme for Year 2. 
Read with fluency and confidence self-correcting any errors 
Making inferences on the basis of what has been said and done 
Making sensible predictions about what might happen next 
To choose a wide range of books to read for pleasure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Wider Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Each classroom has an engaging reading area where books are to linked to the class’ current topic and can be 
accessed to read for information and pleasure. Every class visits the school’s central library area to select books to 

use in their own class library. These books are sent home each week to enrich the reading diet of each child. 
 
  
Hursthead Infant School takes part in World Book Day each year in March. This is an opportunity to celebrate 
the children’s favourite books and expose them to unfamiliar, quality texts in a variety of activities from author 

visits to dance workshops.  
 

Each year we participate in Stockport Children’s Book Awards, where the children have the opportunity to read 
and enjoy some of the latest picture books and vote on their favourite. A reader of the Year is also selected by the 
teaching staff to attend the Grand Awards Presentation Evening.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

The children in KS1 are encouraged to take part in a termly reading for pleasure challenge, either the Reading 

Passport or the Bookshelf Reading Challenge. It is hoped that each challenge encourages the children to discover 
new texts and ways of reading that will build life-long reading for pleasure habits. 

 
Every Friday one child in each of the Reception classes takes home “The Bedtime Box” This contains a special 
class teddy bear, a mug with hot chocolate and a reading diary. The child taking home the box chooses 3 books 

from the classes book corner to take home and enjoy reading over the weekend. They fill out the reading diary 
with photos of them enjoying their time with the books and teddy bear. They are encouraged to share which book 
they enjoyed the most and why to inspire others to read those books for pleasure. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We also promote the Library Summer Reading Challenge to our children each year before the summer break to 
encourage visits to the library over the long holiday. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

EYFS Phonics Overview 

  



 
 

 

Year 1 Phonics Overview 



 
 

  

Year 2 Phonics Overview 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 
 

Example of Guided Reading Planning:



 
 

Example of Guided reading notes 

Group Read Notes 

Group: 

Date: 
Target Book 

 
 

The Pan 

Finger pointing 
 

Sounding 
 

blending Answers questions to 
show understanding 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 

 

 

Date: 
Target Book 

 
 

Ants 

Finger pointing 
 

Sounding 
 

blending Answers questions to 
show understanding 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    



 
 

Example of Phonics Weekly Overview: 



 
 

Example of Lesson Plan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Example of Phonics Workbook: 
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Pupil Voice  
 

“I like the information books because then you learn something new.” 

 

“Teachers help me sound words out.” 

 

“Teachers make you read new words” 

 

“I liked the Reading Passport Challenge. It was fun reading in different places!” 

 

“I liked reading on a climbing frame and in a secret place.” 

 

 

 



 
 

CPD 

 

This can take many forms including but not limited to: staff meetings, attendance at 

subject leader meetings, specific training linked to phases/year groups. Engagement in this 

training allows for the development of staff confidence, knowledge and curriculum 

coverage across the school. 

 

CPD videos and teacher guides are provided on Boost the Rocket Phonics online 

platform.  

https://boost-learning.com/course/resources/contents-list/9781398376366/reading-

planet-rocket-phonics 
 

 

Governors are also kept up to date with any changes made to the reading curriculum 

through presentations by the subject coordinator and regular visits into school. 
 


