
 

 

 
 
Intention statement: 
Music is embedded into everyday life at Hursthead Infant School and we take every 
opportunity to explore, enjoy, create and experience it. We encourage the 
understanding and enjoyment of music through an active involvement in listening, 
composing and performing. We have weekly singing assemblies where we want all 
children to feel a part of our school choir and find their singing voice. The children 
have the opportunity to experience 'live music' and enjoy vocal and instrumental 
music-making through nursery rhymes, traditional and modern songs and percussion 
instruments. 
National Curriculum 
EYFS- 
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have 
regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and 
variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to 
communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and 
appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 
 
Reception : The following statements are taken from Development Matters in the Early Years 2021 and include the 
EYFS Early Learning Goals 
What the child is learning Activities and opportunities 

Communication and Language: 

Listening, attention and understanding 

Listens to music and responds to what they hear with 
relevant questions, comments and actions in whole class and 
small group discussions. 

• Children listen to and describe music 
regularly 

• Children listen and respond to music in 
dance. (e.g children with walk/jump with 
a beat to music) 

Expressive arts and design: 

Exploring and using 

Sings a few familiar songs 

Taps out simple repeated rhythms 

Explores and learns how sounds can be changed 

Begins to build a repertoire of songs 

They explore the different sounds of instruments 

They sing songs and make music, experimenting with ways of 
changing them 

• Rhythm work using 
cat/monkey symbols as well as topic 
words 

• Topic songs 
• Singing in assembly 
• Performances 
• Number songs 
• Music table in the classroom for free 

exploration 



 
 

  

 

  

 

Expressive arts and design: 

Being imaginative 

Develop preferences for forms of expression 

Sings to self and makes up simple songs 

Makes up rhythms 

Captures experiences and responses with a range of media 
such as music 

They represent their own ideas 

• Opportunities for self-initiated activities 
with access to a range of tuned / untuned 
musical  
instruments and technology, both indoor 
and outdoor 

• Rhythm work using cat/monkey as well as 
topic words and pictures 

 
The Characteristics of Effective Learning relating to Music 
 
Characteristic How a child is learning 

Playing and exploring • Uses senses to explore the world around them 
• Engaging in open-ended activities 
• Showing particular interests 
• Initiating activities 
• Taking a risk, engaging in new experiences, and learning by trial and 

error 
Active learning • Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

• Not easily distracted 
• Persisting with activity when challenges occur 
• Showing satisfaction in meeting their own goals 
• Enjoying meeting challenges for their own sake rather than external 

rewards or praise 

Creative and thinking 
critically 

• Thinking of ideas 
• Planning, making decisions about how to approach a task, solve a 

problem and reach a goal 

 

 
Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught to:  
♣ use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  
♣ play tuned and untuned instruments musically  
♣ listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  
♣ experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Music at Hursthead Infant School 



 
 

 
Our Curriculum 
Hursthead Infant School aims to create young musicians that enjoy exploring music through 
singing, listening, performing, composing and evaluating a variety of genres. We aim for children to 
know, apply and understand the key areas of music by preforming in front of others, composing 
their own music and being able to comment on music using appropriate musical vocabulary.   
 
Throughout the school all children learn the following musical elements: 
           Pitch (high/low) 
 Duration (long/short; pulse or beat; rhythm) 
 Dynamics (loud/quiet) 
 Tempo (fast/slow) 
 Timbre (quality of sound) 
 Texture (several sounds played or sung at the same time/one sound on its own) 
 Structure (different sections, e.g. beginning, middle, end; repetition in the middle) 
 
These elements are taught through singing, playing tuned/untuned instruments, listening to live 
and recorded music, performing, composing and developing musicianship.  
 
Through assembly planning and year group planning we developing knowledge that is repeated 
yearly in a spiral curriculum. This allows the children to develop musical skills that will be practiced, 
revisited and revised each year. 
 
 

 
What does music teaching look like? 
 

At Hursthead, we use a spiral based curriculum where music elements and skills are repeated and 
revised every year through different genres and knowledge. Each year children will learn about 
the musical elements and gain musical skills by listening, appraising, composing and performing.  
 
Singing is strong and consistent part of learning in both EYFS and KS1. We have a weekly whole 
school singing assembly as well as year 1 and 2 singing assemblies weekly. We enjoy singing in 
unison and as the children continue through the school they sing in parts. We keep singing logs 
for each year group to help children sing a variety of different songs that develop music skills and 
knowledge.   
 
Listening to different genres is important to developing strong knowledge and understanding of 
the musical elements. Through our curriculum planning, whole school assemblies and singing 
assemblies we ensure there is a variety of music for children to enjoy, which is tracked through 
our listening logs.   
  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Wider Opportunities 
 
 
We aim to develop a culture of music that not only enriches the lives 
of individuals but of the whole school community. It is widely recognized 
(The Power Of Music to change lives) the benefit to  pupils’ self-esteem 
and self-discipline which leads to higher standards across the curriculum. 
We have live music events throught the school year, along with in school 
performances, extra curricular clubs (ukulele/Choir/Recorder Club/Piano) 
and musical instruments being taught during PPA.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Staff Christmas Carols 

Recorder Club Performance 

Ukulele Club, Choir and PPA 

Christmas Productions 

Poetry Assembly (every term) 



 
 
 

Music in EYFS 

Reception Music Focus  Cross-curricular links 
Autumn Stockport Music Service Planning- 

• To tap a pulse, keep the beat and say names in time.  

• To create and perform rhythm patterns (red and yellow), using body 
percussion and untuned instruments. 

• To sing alone and as part of a group. 

• To move to a pulse, noticing changes in tempo. 

• To maintain tempo (keep a steady beat). 

• To follow a conductor. 

To sing with increasing confidence 

Explore duration, dynamics, pitch. Children to tap, shake and scrape 
instruments. 

Explore loud and quiet (dynamics) in songs 

Listen to and discuss music (exploring feelings, what they can hear and 
similarities to other music)  

Songs for the Christmas play 

Perform in front of an audience  

 Drama/performance of  
Goldilocks and The Nativity for parents 
Wake up shake up 
Number songs 
Rhythm work using names/topic pictures/words 
Moving to music 
Making music using natural objects in the outdoors 

Spring Introduce and use 2 simple music app on computer 

Explore tuned and untuned instruments to make a steady beat, creating 
seasonal word rhythms in composition.  

Sing songs from memory – Hello Mr Sun and Mark the Shark 

Explore all dynamics in music  

Sing songs from memory  

 

 Using Music Toolkit for composition 
Wake up shake up 
Rhythm work using topic words and pictures 
Dance 
Easter assembly 

Summer To understand the term dynamics (volume) and follow instruction to perform 
loudly or quietly while following rhythm patterns, performing as a group and 
improvising short patterns.  

• To copy simple rhythms 
• To play and sing together, keeping a steady tempo. 
• To understand and use dynamics. 
• To create a soundscape too retell a familiar story through music 

 

Explore simple musical notation – revisit cat monkey then extend using animal 
names (cont through term + children to create own music using notation) 

Resource: Andy’s Raps - various 

Sings songs from memory: Baby Animal Song and Bright New Shiny Day Explore 
texture and timbre: Listening and moving to different styles of music – music  

 
Perform for an audience  

 End of year assembly 
Wake up shake up 
Music from Africa 
Dance 
Rhythm work using topic words and pictures 
Composition work using Music Toolkit 

All year  Music boxes giving children the opportunity to Listen & Appraise, Perform, Compose, and Improvise with tuned and untuned instruments in 
continuous provision. 
Children sing regularly in the classroom and for assemblies/performances.  
Cross curricular links 



 
 

Music in Year 1 
 

 

Year One Music Focus Cross-curricular links 

Autumn 1 Rhythm and Composition storytime  Children will learn the first rhythm 
tags (cat, monkey and rest) and associate them with characters in a familiar story. 
They will learn to compose, sing and perform using body percussion and a selection of 
untuned instruments as soloists, in groups and as an ensemble, varying dynamics and 
tempo. 

• To feel a pulse and be able to move to music. 
• To recognize and use rhythm tags. 
• To identify and name a selection of instruments. 
• To use our singing voice with increasing confidence. 
• To keep a steady pulse. 
• To listen and join in with a song. 
• To compose and perform rhythm patterns. 
• To play untuned and tuned percussion correctly. 
• To recognize pitch (high low) and dynamics (loud quiet), using these to 

improve performance 

Christmas Performance Singing developing musicianship through 
group choir performances. 

PE – changing to music, listening to and identifying 
instruments in an  

Orchestra 

 

Singing performance for parents 

 

Maths- songs to learn counting in 2s, 5s and 10s 

Autumn 2 Charanga-Hey You! 

How pulse, rhythm and pitch work together. 

Exlporing the genre Hip Hop 

Performing, composing and improvising using glockenspiels.  

 

 

Christmas Carols (seesaw video) 

 

Spring 1 Playing and Performing This unit develops the children’s ability to recognise the 
differences between high and low pitches and to begin to play notes to set rhythm 
patterns using cat, monkey and rest. 

• To play tuned percussion correctly, including holding the beater. 
• To recognize pitch (high low) and dynamics (loud quiet), using these to 

improve performance. 
• To play as an individual, group and class ensemble, keeping tempo. 
• To improvise rhythm patterns and basic melodies. 

To compose and notate melodies. 

Humanities – Topic songs 

 

Spring 2   Charanga- In the Groove 

Exploring different genres of music. Baroque, Blues, Latin, Bhagra, Folk 
and Funk  

Further developing pulse, rhythm and pitch. 

Performing, composing and improvising using glockenspiels. 

IT – use 2simple Toolkit whole class and individuals 
for listening and composing 

 

Summer 1  Interrelated dimensions of music-This unit develops the children’s ability 
to create and identify different sounds using the inter-related dimensions 
of music. 

• To play tuned percussion correctly keeping to a pulse and reading 
appropriate notation 

• They will learn to describe and create loud and soft, high and low, fast and 
slow sounds. 

• They will learn about timbre, structure and texture, and will perform their 
own short compositions  

Ten Pieces: Mozart’s Horn Concerto No. 4 (3rd 
movement) 

Ten Pieces: ‘Storm’ 

 

 

Summer 2   Charanga-your imagination 

Explore structure/texture of songs using different singing parts. 

Using knowledge of pulse, rhythm and pitch to compose and improvise. 

IT - Recording of Treasure Island 

 

End of year  

assembly 

All year  Music boxes giving children the opportunity to Listen & Appraise, Perform, Compose, and Improvise with tuned and 
untuned instruments in continuous provision. 
Children sing regularly in the classroom and for assemblies/performances.  
Cross curricular links 



 
 

Music in Year 2 

 

Year Two Music Focus Cross-curricular links 

Autumn 1 Rhythm and Composition- Working on tuned and untuned 
percussion and creating four beat patterns. 

Children will build upon previous rhythm work, recognizing, naming and 
performing the rhythm tags: cat, monkey, cow and rest. They will be able 
to read, perform and compose short rhythm patterns of combinations of 
these rhythm tags using body percussion, vocal sounds and untuned and 
tuned percussion instruments 

Harvest Assembly 

Autumn 2 Charanga- Friendship song 

Exploring pop music genre 

How pulse, rhythm and pitch work together. 

Performing, composing and improvising using glockenspiels. 

 

Christmas Songs 

Humanities-topic songs 

 

Spring 1 Playing and Performing B- First notes on the glockenspiel 

This unit develops the children’s ability to recognise the 
differences between high and low pitches and to begin to read 
stave notation for CDE, to play melodies as a class using 
glockenspiels, to improvise and compose their own music. 

Dance - Twist 

Humanities – Topic songs 

 

Together We Can Make a 
Difference   Assembly 

Spring 2 Charanga- I wanna be in a band 

Exploring rock genre 

How pulse, rhythm and pitch work together. 

Performing, composing and improvising using glockenspiels. 

Music Festival 

 

Summer 1 IDM-Selecting and combing sounds 

The children will develop the ability to create and identify 
different sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music to 
shape and improve their original compositions. 

Humanities-Topic songs 

 

 

Summer 2 Charanga- Hands, Feet, Heart 

Exploring South African genre 

How pulse, rhythm and pitch work together. 

Performing, composing and improvising using glockenspiels. 

Literacy/Art- listening to and 
composing stormy music 

 

Humanities – Topic songs 

All year  Music boxes giving children the opportunity to Listen & Appraise, Perform, Compose, and 
Improvise with tuned and untuned instruments in continuous provision. 
Children sing regularly in the classroom and for assemblies/performances.  
Cross curricular links 

 



 
 
 

Progression of music knowledge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 
progression 
(Genres) 

EYFS-Reception 
Wide vatiety of musical styles as an 
introduction 

Year 1 
Hip-Hop, Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk, 
Funk, Pop, Classical 

Year 2 
Pop, South African, Afropop, Rock, Classical 

Notation  Rhythm-Cat monkey (SMS) 
Pitch- Using Glockenspiels to play high 
And low notes 
• Notation is played on both tuned and 

untuned instruments. 
• Ch explore these elements regularly with their 

music box, in lessons and singing assemblies. 

Rhythm- Cat monkey rest (SMS) 
Pitch- Using Glockenspiels to play C / CDE / CDEFG (Charanga) 
• Notation is played on both tuned and untuned 

instruments. 
• Ch play warm up games regularly in Charanga that explore 

these elements.  
  

Rhythm- Cat monkey rest cow (SMS) 
Pitch- Using Glockenspiels to play CDEGA / FGA / CDEFG  
(charanga) 
• Notation is played on both tuned and untuned 

instruments. 
• Ch play warm up games regularly in Charanga that 

explore these elements.  
 

Listening and 
evaluating 
(look to 
listening logs 
for more 
detail) 

• Children explore new piece of music weekly 
and discuss its history, how it makes them 
feel, any musical elements that are obvious.  

• Children will listen to 16 songs from the genres listed 
above in Charanga. 

• Children will listen to 9 Classical pieces to further develop 
knowledge of elements.  

• Children will explore history of the music, the instruments 
played and the musical elements used. 

• Children will listen to 16 songs from the genres listed 
above.  

• Children will listen to 9 Classical pieces to further 
develop knowledge of elements. 

• Children will explore history of the music, the 
instruments played and the musical elements used. 

Composing • Children experiment with instruments and 
sounds in their music box. 

• Children work together to keep to a beat. 
• Children will complete music challenges 

throughout the year. 

• Children will compose 2 pieces based on their chosen 
theme. In this piece children will use the instruments in 
their class music box and make some marks to record their 
composition. (ten pieces-SMS) 

• Children will compose 3 class/group melodies. (Charanga) 

• Children will compose 2 pieces based on their chosen 
theme. In this piece children will use the instruments in 
their class music box and make some marks to record 
their composition. (ten pieces-SMS) 

• Children will compose 3 class/group melodies. 
(Charanga) 

Performing • Children perform to the class throughout the 
school year in music lessons and in 
continuous provision. 

• Children confidently sing from memory in 
Autumn concert (goldilocks), and Christmas 
performance. 

• Children will be singing and performing songs 
regularly in lessons, whole school singing 
assembly and class singing time. 

• Children confidently perform 3 songs with instruments to 
the whole school in singing assembly(Charanga) 

• Children confidently sing from memory in a Christmas 
Concert and an end of year Assembly 

• Children will be singing and performing songs regularly in 
Charanga lessons, whole school singing assembly and class 
singing time.  

• Children confidently perform 3 songs with instruments 
to the whole school in singing assembly(Charanga) 

• Children confidently sing from memory in a Harvest 
assembly, Christmas Concert and an leavers Assembly. 

• Children will be singing and performing songs regularly 
in Charanga lessons, whole school singing assembly 
and class singing time. 

Improvising • Children will explore instruments in class 
music boxes. 

• Clap and Improvise/instrumental improvising using notes C 
/ CD/ D / DE (Charanga)  

• Clap and Improvise/instrumental improvising using 
notes C / CD/ F / FG (Charanga)  

Singing • Children sing a wide range of simple songs, 
chants and nursery rhymes.  

• Children sing from memory. 
• Children are beginning to follow the 

“conductor” at the front (stop, start, loud, 
quiet) 

• Children are beginning to sing “call and 
response” songs. 

• Children are beginning to sing at the same 
pitch and match some melodies with their 
voices. 

• Children sing a wide range of simple songs, chants and 
nursery rhymes.  

• Children sing from memory. 
• Children are beginning to sing in pentatonic melodies (e.g. 

Dr Knickerbocker) 
• Children can to follow the “conductor” at the front (stop, 

start, loud, quiet) 
• Children can sing “call and response” songs (e.g. Pretty 

Green Trees.) 
• Children are beginning to sing at the same pitch and match 

some melodies with their voices. 

• Children sing a wide range of simple songs, chants and 
rhymes. 

• Children sing in pentatonic melodies.  
• Children sing in two parts (e.g. London is Burning, 

Harvest song)   
• Children sing from memory. 
• Children can follow the “conductor” at the front (stop, 

start, loud, quiet) 
• Children can sing “call and response” songs. 
• Children can sing at the same pitch and match simple 

melodies with their voices. 

    



 
 

 

Progression of music skills:  

 
 

 



 
 

 

Singing and Listening Logs 

Singing is a strong and consistent thread in music teaching and life at Hursthead Infant School. Through whole school assemblies and year group singing 
assemblies the children learn a variety of songs, chants and rhymes from different genres. Singing logs are used to track the songs in each year group to 
promote progression, children would move from simple nursery rhymes to singing in two parts in “London’s burning” in year 2. 

 

Listening is an important skill in music. We track songs that are sung in each year group to allow children to sing a variety of songs from different genres 
and time periods. During assembly, children walk into the hall to a piece of music that has been carefully chosen to help spark curiosity in music.  

Please see examples of these logs below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Inclusive Practice 

 



 
 

Examples of planning at Hursthead Infant School 

  
 

 

                       



 
 

Pupil Voice  
 

 

“I like the sounds of different instruments” 

“I like it because it keeps me calm” 

“It makes me feel happy” 

“I liked using new instruments and learning songs with different notes” 

“We learnt about rock music like Queen and the Beatles”  

“I’ve learnt about singing in unison and what pitch it”  

“I learnt to make the music go to the beat” 

“I play Ukulele at school”  

“I learned to do my lovely singing voice”  

“I used a triangle”  

 

 



 
 

CPD 

This can take many forms including but not limited to: staff meetings, attendance at 
subject leader meetings, history specific training linked to phases/year groups. 
Engagement in this training allows for the development of staff confidence, knowledge 
and curriculum coverage across the school. 

 

All staff also have access to learning leads music area to access resources, articles and 
training.  

 

 

All staff can also access curriculum CPD and resources through Twinkl. 

      https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-cpd  
 

Governors are also kept up to date with any changes made to the music curriculum 
through presentations by the subject coordinator and regular visits into school. 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-cpd

