
 

 

Operation Encompass is a police-and-education safeguarding scheme that ensures 
schools are informed when a child has been involved in or exposed to a police-attended 
domestic abuse incident. 

Detailed Explanation 

Operation Encompass is an early-information-sharing partnership between police forces and 
educational settings. Its purpose is to provide immediate support to children who witness, 
experience, or are otherwise affected by domestic abuse at home. 

How it works 

• When police attend a domestic abuse incident and a child is involved or present, they 
send a confidential notification to the child’s school. 

• This notification goes to the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead (Key Adult) 
before. operationencompass.org 

• The school can then offer timely emotional and practical support tailored to the child’s 
needs. 

Why it exists 

• Children who witness domestic abuse are recognised as victims in their own right 

under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021. www.gov.uk 

• Early intervention helps reduce the negative social, emotional, behavioural, and 
academic impacts of domestic abuse. operationencompass.org 

 

Operation Encompass is therefore a key safeguarding mechanism designed to ensure children 
affected by domestic abuse receive prompt, informed support at school. 
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