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Handwriting Policy 

 

Our Curriculum Christian Vision 

By embedding our Christian Vision We believe that through the teaching of God’s word at St 
Mary Magdalen's Church of England Primary School, we prepare our children for all 
challenges that lie before them, enabling all our school family to, ‘live and live splendidly’ John 
10:10 ‘By reaching our potential together in Christ.’ Through exploring creating, and thinking 
critically we intend to build on prior learning and enable them to link the past, the present 
and the future in a range of local and global contexts. This is to deepen their understanding 
and enhance their skills in all curriculum areas. By providing  a rich soil, enabling our children 
to flourish socially, morally, and spiritually in a safe environment. We do this by being 
prayerful and accepting of God's word, following our Christian values where love is central to 
all we do Galatians 5:22-23 It is our vision to inspire our children by creating a love of learning 
throughout our unique curriculum by implementing relevant and meaningful experiences to 
make learning engaging and exciting. 

We worship by celebrating our uniqueness in the acceptance and respect all our differences 
whilst remembering our faith’s diversities and spirituality. John 13:34. Therefore providing 
teaching and learning opportunities  that will be pertinent to our children in order to facilitate  
their social mobility and equip them to be responsible, respectful, active citizens, who 
contribute positively to society. 

Intent 

At St Mary Magdalen’s CE Primary School, our intent is to ensure that all pupils develop 
legible, fluent and automatic handwriting, enabling them to record ideas efficiently and 
confidently across the curriculum. 

We follow the principles of Ruth Miskin’s systematic approach to handwriting, which 
emphasises: 

• Teaching correct letter formation from the outset 
• Developing secure motor patterns before introducing joins 
• Using consistent formation language across all classes 
• Ensuring handwriting supports spelling, writing stamina and composition 

We want all pupils to: 

• Write with increasing speed and fluency 
• Use joined handwriting automatically by Key Stage 2 
• Take pride in the presentation of their work 
• Apply handwriting skills consistently across all subjects 
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Our handwriting provision supports the National Curriculum (2014) and contributes to 
pupils’ wider literacy development by reducing cognitive load and allowing pupils to focus 
on content rather than letter formation. 

Implementation  

Teaching Approach 

Handwriting is taught explicitly and systematically from the Early Years through to Year 6. 

• Letter formation is taught alongside phonics 
• Adults model handwriting using the agreed school script 
• Consistent vocabulary and formation phrases are used by all staff 
• Errors are corrected promptly to prevent misconceptions becoming embedded 

Where letters are taught in more than one movement (e.g. d), this reflects motor-skill 
development rather than poor practice, ensuring accuracy and consistency. 

Stage 1 - begins as soon as most children can read Set 1 sounds. We continue to teach 
children to form letters correctly.  

Stage 2 - begins in Year 1. Children learn the relative size of letters and to form letters that 
will flow easily into a joined style. 

 Stage 3 - follows straight on. Children learn how to join letters using two basic joins – the 
‘bridge’ join, the ‘hill’ join and the two variations on each.  

Stage 4 - helps children develop a mature and speedy style. 
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Stage 1 

Taught alongside phonic sounds using the same letter patter.  
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Stage 2  

Handwriting is now taught in letter families. Each family has a common formation. Alongside 
this we teach capital letters for each letter (see appendix 1).  

• a d g o c q  

• u y 

• b p 

• h n m r  

• e s f i  

• l t k j  

• v w x z 
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Stage 3  

Pupils’ return to letter village for this stage. They will learn two joins: the ‘hill’ join and the 
‘bridge’ join. There are three variations of both joins:

Pupils’ practise each join with specific letter combinations. They then write words with the 
joins they have practised. We teach pupils’ that all letters are joined with the ‘hill’ or ‘bridge’ 
join with the exception of g, j, q, y and z: 

 

Consistency and Modelling 

To ensure whole-school consistency: 

• All adults model handwriting using the agreed style 
• Displays reflect correct letter formation and joins 
• Scripts are not mixed 
• High expectations are maintained in every subject 

Inclusion and Adaptive Practice 
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Handwriting provision is inclusive. Pupils may access: 

• Pencil grips 
• Wider-lined paper 
• Sloped boards 
• Additional fine motor or handwriting interventions 

High expectations are maintained while appropriate scaffolds are provided. 

 

 

Assessment and Monitoring 

• Handwriting is assessed termly as part of writing outcomes 
• Teachers assess: 

o Letter formation 
o Joining accuracy 
o Consistency of size and spacing 
o Fluency and legibility 

• Monitoring includes book scrutiny, moderation and pupil voice 

Pen licences are awarded in KS2 when pupils consistently demonstrate: 

• Accurate joins 
• Neat presentation 
• Sustained quality over time 

At St Mary Magdalen’s CE Primary School pen licences are awarded when pupils demonstrate 
consistent, high-quality handwriting over time, not as a one-off performance. 

Pen Licence Entry Criteria 

A pupil must demonstrate all of the following consistently: 

Letter Formation 

• All letters correctly formed 

• Clear starting and finishing points 

• Ascenders and descenders consistent 

Joining 

• Joins used correctly and consistently 

• No incorrect or forced joins 

• Capitals not joined 
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Legibility 

• Writing is easy to read 

• Letter size consistent 

• Clear spacing between words 

Fluency & Control 

• Writing flows smoothly 

• No hesitation due to letter formation 

• Maintains quality in longer pieces 

 

Presentation 

• Dates and titles neat and correctly underlined 

• Work shows pride and care 

• Presentation consistent across subjects 

Pen Licence Expectations 
 
Once awarded, pupils must: 

• Use pen in all curriculum books (except Maths) 
• Maintain the same standard consistently 
• Understand that the pen licence can be reviewed if standards decline 
• Year 6 use black pen from the beginning of the academic year.  

 

Reception Letter formation • Correct tripod grip (where developmentally appropriate) 
• Form lower-case letters correctly using taught phrases 
• Letters mostly correctly oriented 
• Begin writing on the line 

Year 1 Secure formation • All lower-case letters formed correctly 
• Capitals introduced and not joined 
• Consistent size and orientation 
• Spaces between words emerging 

Year 2 Introducing joins • Lead-in strokes secure 
• Correct diagonal and horizontal joins taught explicitly 
• Writing mostly joined by end of Year 2 
• Legibility maintained when joining 
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 Impact 

 

 

As a result of this approach: 

• Pupils write legibly and fluently with increasing speed 
• Handwriting becomes automatic, reducing cognitive load 
• Pupils can focus on composition, vocabulary and grammar 
• Presentation across the curriculum is consistently high 
• Pupils show pride and confidence in their written work 
• Gaps in handwriting development are identified and addressed early 

By the end of Year 6, the majority of pupils leave St Mary Magdalens CE Primary School with 
handwriting that is: 

• Fluent 
• Joined 
• Consistent 
• Fit for secondary school expectations 

Impact Evidence Includes 

• Book scrutiny outcomes 
• Writing moderation 
• Pupil voice 
• Reduced need for handwriting intervention over time 
• Improved writing stamina and quality 

Year 3 Fluency & consistency • Joined handwriting expected in all books 
• Consistent letter size and spacing 
• Ascenders/descenders clear 
• Increased writing speed without loss of legibility 

Year 4 Automaticity • Joined handwriting is automatic 
• Fluent writing across the curriculum 
• Personal style emerging while remaining legible 
• Sustained neatness in longer pieces 

Year 5 Presentation & stamina • Writing is fluent, quick and controlled 
• Consistent joins and spacing 
• High presentation standards maintained 
• Writing stamina supports extended composition 

Year 6  Readiness for Secondary  • Confident, fluent joined handwriting 
• Writing is fit for purpose and audience 
• Style is personal but consistently legible 
• Sustained quality under timed conditions 
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