MTP Autumn 2 – Sycamore 

	Topic – History 

	Why are rainforests important to us?

	Intent Key Questions: Who, What, Who, Where, When, How?
What is Geography?
What is a biome?
Where is the Amazon Rainforest?
What are some key features of the Amazon Rainforest?
What are the four layers of a tropical rainforest?
What trees and plants adapt to living in a tropical rainforest? 
What does indigenous mean?
How do indigenous people use the Amazon’s resources?
Why is the Amazon Rainforest important?
How is the Amazon changing?
How are humans having a negative impact on the Amazon?
How can we help the negative impact?
How is our local woodland used and how can we improve the area?

Week 1:
L.O: Where in the world are tropical rainforests?
Recap on prior learning from previous years – climate, equator, longitude and latitude. Display the presentation on biomes and tropics. Ask the children to discuss what they think the map shows. Take feedback and then reveal that it shows the worlds biomes. Explain that biomes are part of our world with similar landscapes, climates plants and animals. Provide the children with atlases and ask them to locate the Amazon. Discuss rivers, roads and towns in the Amazon. Provide the children with Amazon photos. Working in groups ask them to annotate them with anything they can see, including weather, vegetation, animals and human life. As an extension ask them to determine what is man-made and what is natural. 

Week 2:
L.O. What is the Amazon Rainforest like?
Recap and recall. Show the children a presentation on rainforest plants that have adapted to living in the rainforest. Ask them to discuss how each plant has adapted and take feedback. Explain to the children that these plants form part of a tropical rainforest’s vegetation (a word for all the plants and trees in the area). Explain that many areas near each other have similar vegetation and these are called vegetation belts. The plants that grow in vegetation belts are dependent on their climates. Show the children the presentation ‘Layers of a Rainforest.’ Ask them to identify and describe the characteristics of the different rainforest layers. Ask the children to complete a cut and stick activity to create their own rainforest, placing the corresponding plants and animals within the correct layer.  

Week 3: 
L.O: Who lives in the rainforest?
Recap and recall. Show the children a number of images of buildings and ask them which they think they would find in the Amazon Rainforest and why. Take feedback and then reveal that all these buildings are in the Amazon. Although we think that not many people live there, there are small indigenous settlements ranging to much larger cities. Explain that many people live in the Amazon rainforest but not all of them live in cities, some are indigenous people. Explain that this means people who originated in an area and were historically the first group of people to live there. Show children a video about the indigenous people of the Amazon rainforest. Ask children to take notes throughout learning and then complete a mind map on indigenous communities of the Amazon. 

Week 4:
L.O: How are rainforests changing?
Recap and recall. Read to the children, the story of the indigenous people, to give them an understanding of the history of the indigenous people of the Amazon and their ownership over the land. Ask questions once this has been read. Show the children a presentation on minerals so that they understand the purpose and extraction of minerals. Ask the children why the Amazon is important and why we have to look after it.  Ask them to write their top 3 reasons on a sticky note for our working wall. Show the children a presentation on threats to the Amazon rainforest and discuss the negative impact humans have on the area. Ask children what could be done to stop these threats – take feedback. The children will write a letter to the President of Brazil about the importance of the Amazon, the threats it faces and the actions that can be taken to help the situation. 

Week 5:
L.O: How is our local woodland used?
Recap and recall. Ask children how our local woodland/parks are used? Have a look at places that they may have been such as The Lines, The Coppice, Milnshaw Park and Highams Park. Complete a tally of what each area is used for as a class.  Show children a questionnaire to complete as to what children may use each area for. Ask them to question each other about local areas they go to and complete the questionnaires. 

Week 6:
L.O: How is our local woodland used – Findings. 
Recap and recall. Ask children to look at the data they collected last week about how people use our local woodlands and parks. Ask them to tell their partner something they found out. Show children how they can now present their data as a bar chart. Model how to do this to the class. Show children a presentation on how to analyse their data and then ask them to complete the bar chart. Ask children to present their findings to the class. 

Key Vocabulary 
Analyse, Canopy Layer, deforestation, enquiry, global warming, interpret, biome, community, drought, Equator, greenhouse gas, lianas, buttress roots, data, emergent layer, forest floor, indigenous people, lines of latitude and vegetation belts. 

	

	



	Science

	Electricity and Circuits 

	To recognise how electrical appliances are powered.
To construct an electrical circuit. 
To explain the use of switches in a circuit. 
To explain the use of materials as electric conductors and insulators. 
To investigate what affects bulb brightness. 
To explain how to be safe around electricity. 

Week 1:
To recognise how electrical appliances are powered. 
Recap and recall prior learning. Show the children the presentation on spotting electrical appliances – how many can they see? Take feedback. Ask how we can tell that something is electrical and which part of our lives would be affected if there was no electricity? Take feedback. Ask the children what an electrical circuit is. Take feedback and explain that an electrical circuit is a loop through which an electric current can flow. Ask what they think would need to be in an electrical circuit for it to work. Ask them to choose from the components and show them which must be connected to make a series circuit. Explain that today they will be modelling an electrical circuit as a class. Show children how to make a whole class electric circuit using cups to show the flow of electricity. 

Week 2:
To construct an electrical circuit
Recap and recall. Explain to the children that a light bulb is one of the components we are going to learn about that they will use in an electrical circuit. Show them the presentation on who invented the lightbulb and explain that this invention was an example of collaborative work by scientists to reach a desired outcome. Show the interactive presentation and discuss and answer questions as a class. Explain to the children that today we are going to draw a scientific diagram, which is a 2D pencil drawing. Show the children the components that will be included in our circuit. Each time a component is show ask them to draw a symbol to represent it. The children will make predictions as to if their circuit design will work and then complete their circuits before drawing a diagram of them. 

Week 3:
To explain the use of switches in a circuit. 
Recap and recall. Show the children the presentation on modelling switches and ask them where we find switches i.e. plug sockets. Ask the children to work in table groups to make a model circuit with each of them as the components. Ask the children to then show what the circuit would look like if the bulb was on and off (switch open and closed). Children will create a simple circuit and then they will be shown how to make a buzz wire game. Once the children have had time to make their own buzz wire games, they will be able to test out their peer’s games.  

Week 4:
To explain the use of materials as electrical conductors or insulators. 
Recap and recall. Show the children a presentation on choosing materials and ask them to identify if the material would be suitable or not e.g. a sponge umbrella wouldn’t be suitable as it is not waterproof. Explain to the children what electrical conductor and electrical insulators are. Ask them why it is important for us to choose suitable materials when building an electrical circuit and take feedback. Explain that electrical insulators need to be used for things that someone may touch to keep them safe and a conductor needs to be used to keep the electrical loop going. Explain that today we will write a method for an experiment to investigate which materials would make good electrical conductors and which would make good electrical insulators. Write the method as a class taking ideas along the way. Ask the children to conduct the experiment using the method we have written and then ask them to write a conclusion of their findings once they have completed the experiment. 

Week 5:
To investigate what affects bulb brightness
Recap and recall. Show the children the presentation on questions about circuits and ask them what questions could be asked for each piece of equipment shown. Take feedback and discuss which of their questions are testable. Show the children the presentation on planning an enquiry and discuss which questions would be difficult to test and why. Take feedback and explain that to test the bulb brightness we are going to change one variable which is the number of bulbs used. Discuss the control variables. Make a prediction on what will happen, write down the method and then allow children time to complete the experiment. Discuss their findings and write a conclusion. 

Week 6:
To explain how to be safe around electricity
Recap and recall. Show the children the slides on electrical dangers and ask them to identify any dangers that they see. Ask the to explain why it is a risk and what precautions could be put in place to minimise the risk. Ask children to discuss if electrical safety advice has always been the same and why? Explain that today they are going to design a safety sheet to advise people on how to be safe around electricity. 

Key Vocab:  
Appliance, buzzer, electrical conductor, mains, property, battery/cell, circuit, electrical insulator, method, power source, results table, bulb, conclusion, electricity, motor, predict, switch, wire and variable.


		
	Religious Education

	Why is light an important symbol in World Faiths?
Why is Jesus described as the light of the world?

	Key questions: 

· Why is Jesus described as the Light of the World?
· What does the light do to the dark?
· Why is light such a powerful symbol?
· Is light a good metaphor for Jesus?
· The sun already lights the world so how can Jesus be the light?
· In what ways do the actions of Christians show the light of Jesus in the world today?
· Why do people of faith light candles?


Week 1: 
L.O. To know that Christians believe that Jesus is the light of the world
Recap and recall. Turn the lights off and light a scented candle whilst sat in a circle. Ask children questions about how the light makes them feel in the dark and discuss the symbolism of the light. Model a dark/light poem and ask the children to write one of their own. In candlelight read the children, from the Gospel of John, 1:1-14 and ask them who John is writing about. Play the children the song, In the beginning, and ask them in what way Jesus is the light of the world. Ask them to mind map ideas on why and how Jesus brings the light. 


Week 2: 
L.O. To understand that the light of Jesus brings hope to people in dark places
Recap on prior learning. Ask the children how they would feel if they were sat in the dark with no hope of light? Tell children the story of Terry Waite, the former envoy of the Archbishop of Canterbury, who was captured by Hezbollah in 1987 and imprisoned for 5 years. He went to Beirut to negotiate the release of hostages and then became on himself. He spent 1,763 days in captivity mostly blindfolded and alone, but Jesus gave him hope in the darkness. Play the children a video on Terry Waite and record the children’s comments and questions in the RE scrapbook. Ask the children to write a letter to Terry Waite in their books. 

Week 3: 
L.O. To create light metaphors for Jesus that show understanding of Jesus’ actions and divinity
Recap on prior learning. Ask the children if light is a good metaphor for Jesus? Ask them to record individually. In John 8:12 Jesus tells the people that he is the light of the world. Show the children a variety of light giving objects and create some metaphors as a class to show the qualities of Jesus e.g Jesus is like the sun because it shines all over the world. The light of Jesus is like a torch showing the way along a dark path. Ask children to work in groups to create a poster full of metaphors about Jesus for our display. 

Week 4: 
L.O. To re-enact stories from the Bible of occasions where he brought life into people’s lives
Recap and recall. Provide each group with a story from the Bible where Jesus brought light into the lives of others. Explain to the children that they will be given time to rehearse the stories and then will act them out for the class. Allow children time to rehearse before presenting to the class. Ask the children for feedback on what went well and what could be improved for next time. Take photos for Big RE book. 

Week 5: 
L.O. To understand that Hannukah is the Jewish festival of light
Recap and recall. Explain to children that Hannukah is a time when Jews remember the desolation and rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem in 164/165BC. Explain that the Temple was the most sacred and holy place for Jews. Ask children if they have ever been in a situation where their special place was ruined and how it made them feel. Record answers and ideas in RE Scrap book. Show the children a video on the story of Hannukah and discuss. Ask children to write a conversation between two people watching the Menorah in the Great Temple Burn. 

Week 6: 
L.O. To understand that Diwali is the Hindu festival of light
Recap and recall.  Show the children a video on Diwali and ask them to make notes. As a group ask them what is important to Hindus at Diwali and then ask them to make a list about what is most important to Hindus at Diwali. Ask children to illustrate their lists and use for RE Scrap book. Explore the Sikh festival of Bandi Chhor Divas and ask children to produce a colourful piece of artwork about the festival. 
 

	Key Vocabulary: 
Jesus, light, candles, Christingle, Light of the world, saviour, incarnation, Hannukah, Temple and Diwali. 



	PSHE

	My Happymind Places and Relationships

	[bookmark: _Hlk86594983]Week 1: 
L.O. To understand how to look after our mental health
Recap and recall. In this lesson, children will learn about how everyday events can impact their feelings and how this can be shown in different ways. They will look at a range of emotions and understand that different people will experience different emotions in situations. They will revisit Team H-A-P, previously covered in the Mett Your Brain module. 

Week 2: 
L.O. To recognise that feelings can change over time and vary in intensity
Recap and recall. In this lesson, children will learn more about how their emotions change over a short period of time. They will explore different strategies for managing their emotions. They will investigate the 3Places (Busy place, middle place and Happy Place) and how they can move between each Place. They will then look at the importance of discussing their feelings with a trusted adult. 

Week 3: 
L.O. To recognise warning signs of mental health and how to seek help
Recap and recall. In this lesson, children will deepen their understanding of managing emotions by practicing strategies discussed previously along with any new ones they identified in the last session. The will explore three key Places in more detail and discuss how to apply these strategies outside the classroom. They will then discuss who their trusted adults are – people they can turn to when they need to share their feelings. 
.
Week 4: 
L.O. To learn how to show respect to others and ourselves
Recap and recall. In this lesson, children will celebrate their differences and what makes them special, linking their Character Strengths and beyond, supporting focus on respect. They will then draw their attention to disrespectful behaviours and what to do about them. 

Week 5: 
L.O. To learn about character and Character Strengths – Happy Mind Celebrate Module
Recap and recall. In this lesson, children will learn about what character is and where it comes from. They will be learning that just like their brains, their character can grow and change. Children will learn about the different strengths by acting them out and see if they can recognise which strength is being shown. Children will learn what Strength Spotting is and how it helps. 

Week 6: 
L.O. To learn which character strengths we use the most
Recap and recall. Children will be recapping on the different Character Strengths and taking time to review the Strength Spotting they have done since the last lesson. Children will be learning how strengths can help them solve problems and how they can help team H-A-P and what hormone gets released in the brain when they use strengths. They will also learn that they can grow their strengths. 







	Computing

	Further coding with Scratch

	Week 1 – To explore how variables and if statements are used in Scratch by identifying their purpose in a game
Recap and recall. Explain to the children what a variable is and play a game where everyone has a score that changes depending upon what happens. Open the link – Scratch Catch the Donut and explain to the children that they will use this project to explore variables. Inform them that this Scratch project is a game but Scratch can also be used to create animations and other interactive projects. Play the game with the children and then allow them to explore in pairs determining which variables are used and how if statements help the game function. 

Week 2 – To use conditions and sensors to control what happens in a Scratch game 
Recap and recall. Display the presentation Code Snippet from a Scratch project and ask the children to work with a partner to discuss what the code might do. Make links between how the ‘answer’ block is used and the game they played as a starter. Play the game Scratch – using conditions and sensors and demonstrate how the code works. Allow the children time to add code to ask the children for their name and simple maths questions. 

Week 3 – To create a variable to keep a score
Recap and recall. Show the children the presentation on using variables and discuss with their partner what each code does. Explain to the children that today they will adapt their Scratch project from the previous lesson to create a simple maths quiz. Inform them that they will add variables to track the users name and score. Demonstrate how to work on a saved Scratch project demonstrate how to make a variable. Instruct the children to use their plan to update their Scratch project and encourage them to tinker. 

Week 4 – To combine variables, if statements and sensors to program a multiplication game
Recap and recall. Show the children the image Code Inspection and ask them to discuss with their partner what the code does. Take feedback and discuss as a class. Explain to the children that today they will continue to adapt their Scratch project from the previous lesson. This lesson introduces a variable that lets the user choose which times table they want to be tested on. Demonstrate the lesson activity and allow children to tinker with their project for the rest of the lesson. 

Week 5 – To debug and evaluate a game
Recap and recall. Arrange the children into pairs and tell them we will play a game called Bug Blaster. Inform them that the multiplication code has been bugged and they have to spot the errors. Allow time to complete the activity and take feedback. Allow children to open their Scratch project from the previous lesson and explain that we are going to play Sabotage. Each pair will swap their Scratch project with another pair, introduce a small bug and then return to their own project to try and fix the bug. Allow time for debugging and take feedback. 

Key Vocabulary: 
Condition, if statement and variable.



	PE

	Gymnastics

	
Week 1: 
L.O. To demonstrate travelling actions on hands and feet
Explain to the children that in this unit they are going to be working towards a long term goal of them creating their own routine to perform in a class gymnastics competition. The competition isn’t about being the best gymnast but being the best that you can be. Warm up – play traffic lights balancing on one foot. Ask the children to explore different ways of travelling on hands and feet. Ask the children to create a sequence of balance (one one foot), trave (on hands and feet) and balance (front or back support). Set up some simple apparatus for children to explore how they can travel using the latter. 

Week 2: 
L.O. To combine travelling, jumping and balancing actions 
Recap and recall. Explain to the children that in this session they will be looking at balances on large body parts and combining actions of movement. Warm up. Ask the children to revise different ways of travelling on hands and feet. Show children how to perform the dish and arch shapes. Ask the children to explore how they can get in the dish and arch positions from travelling on hands and feet. Use the caterpillar and the crab initially and then ask them to explore other ways to get into the dish and arch positions smoothly. Teach children how to do a straight, stretchy jump and ask them to create a sequence of Jump, land and balance on one foot, travel, balance (dish and arch) travel and balance (front or back support). 

Week 3: 
L.O. To plan and perform a simple sequence to include travel, rolling and jumping. 
Recap and recall. Explain to the children that in this session they are going to continue to challenge themselves and try and beat the goals they have set. They are going to look at rolling in this session and look to perform the roll as well as they can. Warm up. Teach the children how to do a broad jump. Revise rocking on back and rock to stand, pencil roll and teddy bear roll. Ask the children to practice these in pairs. Ask the children to set themselves a challenge and pick one roll to improve. Ask the children to create a sequence of jump travel (on hands and feet), rolling action, travel (on hands and feet) and rolling action. Ask children to evaluate each others work in pairs.

Week 4: 
L.O. To demonstrate balance on one foot and arabesque
Recap and recall. Explain to the children that in this lesson they are going to look at two different balances: the arabesque. T-balance and shoulder stand. Explain that they will be focusing on moving smoothly and fluently between actions. Warm up. Model the arabesque and T-balance to the children and play a game of traffic lights incorporating both. In pairs ask the children to practice rolling skills and then explore rolling into a balance. Evaluate and discuss different balances and how fluent they perform. Ask the children to create a sequence of six moves that must include at least one balance, one jump and one roll. Evaluate the work and ask them to suggest ways in which they can improve their performance.  

Week 5: 
L.O. To create and demonstrate a gymnastics sequence of 6 actions
Recap and recall. Explain to the children that in this lesson they are going to revise their individual sequence of 6 moves and they are going to teach it to their partner. Warm up. Ask the children to revise their individual sequence from last lesson and repeat a number of times so they are confident in performing it. Ask the children to teach their sequences to each other so they can both perform them in unison. Evaluate the performance and discuss how they could be improved. 

Week 6:
L.O. To show a sequence of 6 moves that meets Level 1 competition criteria
Recap and recall. Warm up. Introduce the School Games Level 1 Resource Gymnastics Floor Competition and explain that this gives them a chance to perform and be judged in a similar way to an Olympic or Paralympic competition. Ask the children to practice their sequences before setting up the competition. 





	Art/DT

	Structure - Pavilions

	Week 1: 
L.O. To create a range of different shaped frame structures
Recap and recall. Introduce the World Expo through a video of Discover Expo Milan. Explain to the children that they will be making structures for a class expo of pavilions. Show the children a variety of example pavilions. Discuss what the purpose of them may be and how the structures have been constructed. Demonstrate how to construct a frame using toothpicks, small sweets, mini marshmallows or small bits of modelling dough to hold the frame together. Allow the children time to make basic geometric structures before exploring creating larger structures. Allow the children time to walk around class and view each other’s work. 

Week 2: 
L.O. To design a structure
Recap and recall. Show the children the pavilion examples from De Zeen. Discuss the innovative and functional pavilions in a range of different shapes. Provide the children with a design sheet and discuss each design brief point. Discuss the target audience and theme. Ask the children to complete the two design brief points for their own pavilions and refer to their design criteria throughout the production process. Demonstrate how to lightly draw and label a plan on their base boards ready to start constructing the frame in the next lesson. 
 

Week 3: 
L.O. To build a frame structure
Recap and recall. Demonstrate how to recreate the structures the children built in lesson 1. Discuss what a well made structure may look like and why corner triangles may be a good idea to use on their structure. Encourage children to explore ways of ensuring their structure is strong, stable and free standing. Ask the children to review their designs from the previous lesson. Allow them to create their frame structures from the previous lesson. 

Week 4: 
L.O. To add cladding to a frame structure
Recap and recall. Explain to the children that today they will add cladding to their frame structures to complete them. Ask them if they know what cladding is? Explain that cladding can be applied for different effects such as to enclose a space or create barriers. Show the children a selection of materials in various colours for their cladding. The children will then refer to their design sheet and think about how they will attach their cladding, how long it will take to attach and how the weight of the cladding may effect their structure. Once they have added their cladding ask children to compare their final pavilion to their design sheet. 




	Music

	Choir Church

	Weekly Choir Church.

		Spanish
Pets in Spanish




	Week 1: 
L.O. To apply new vocabulary and talk about pets
Recap and recall. In this lesson children will learn the names of some common animals in Spanish and learn to ask the question, ‘Do you have a pet?’ Play the children the Spanish song Do you have a pet? And ask them if they know what the title means. Explain to the children they will be asking and responding to the question Tienes una mascota? Play the animal game where children have to find the person with each animal by practicing the question and response. The children will now discuss their real pets in Spanish. Give children time to complete the task and take feedback on what they discovered. 

Week 2: 
L.O. To recognise that the adjective must agree with the noun it describes
Recap and recall. In this lesson, children will learn the concept of the noun-adjective agreement, describing the different colour of an animal using the correct form of the adjective. Revise eight different colours using slides, reminding children of the difference of the trilled and soft ‘r’. Show children slides and practice describing animals in full sentences. Provide the children with the activity on describing colour. Ask the children to practice describing their animals in pairs. 

Week 3: 
L.O. To describe an animal’s characteristics
Recap and recall. In this lesson children will learn pairs of opposite adjectives; describing the characteristics of different animals by applying their knowledge of the noun-adjective agreement. Show the children the interactive presentation matching opposites and ask them to match the opposite pairs of adjectives. Show the children the presentation on describing animals and show them the sentence builder and ask them to elicit the meaning of the word es in the sentence. Take feedback and reveal the first sentence. Ask the children to create a sentence using one or more adjectives to describe the animal’s characteristics. Using their knowledge organisers, the children will go around the room and describe the animals on the walls to each other. 

Week 4: 
L.O. To read and understand a short story
Recap and recall. In this lesson, we will read a story describing different pets; using our language detective skills to deduce the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary and predicting key words. Show the children a presentation on La tienda de mascotas and discuss what it is and what may be found there. Read and listen to the story La tienda de mascotas and encourage the children to use their language detective skills to help them understand. Ask them if they can identify any familiar words or phrases. Ask the children to deduce the meaning of different vocabulary as we go through the slides together.

Week 5: 
L.O. To write a story about pets
Recap and recall. In this lesson, children will apply all the new language they have learnt about pets in this unit to write their own story. Read the children another story, similar to La tienda de mascots but ask them to predict how this story may end differently. Ask the children about the similarities between this story and the one from last week. Model to children how we can plan the story using our knowledge organisers. Once they have had time to plan, model how we can write our story in Spanish. Ask the children to use the model to have a go at writing their own story. 

Week 6: 
L.O. To rehearse and perform a short role play
Recap and recall. In this lesson, children will perform role plays using intonation, expression and correct pronunciation to engage their audience. Play the audio file for the script for each line and ask children to repeat back each time. Discuss the features of an effective performance and write down a success criteria. Allow children time to rehearse in pairs and ask them to perform their role play to the class. 

	



