	[image: ]    

	[image: ]
	[image: ]



	
	
	



PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARENTS/CARERS
Evaluation of Power of Reading
1. Invitation to take part in an evaluation project

The school your child attends has agreed to take part in an evaluation assessing the effectiveness of a programme called the Power of Reading. This is a reading and writing programme that helps pupils to develop their reading and writing skills through engaging with high-quality children’s books. 

The Headteacher has agreed that Year 5 pupils from your child's school will participate. Your child will be in Year 5 next year (Academic Year 2026/2027) when the evaluation takes place. In schools where there is more than one Year 5 class, only one class will be randomly selected to take part in the evaluation. We want to inform you about the evaluation, and what it involves for you and your child. 

2. Why has my child’s school been invited to participate?
Around 140 schools in England are taking part in the evaluation. This is a ‘randomised controlled trial’ which means that half of the schools will be randomly allocated to take part in the Power of Reading programme. These are the ‘intervention’ schools. The other half will not take part in Power of Reading. These are the ‘control’ schools. Random selection of which schools goes into which group is the most effective way to find out how well the programme works. 
At this stage we do not know whether your child’s school will be an intervention or a control school. We will collect data from all schools, whether intervention or control. 
If your child’s school is selected as an intervention school, and their class is selected to engage with the Power of Reading programme, this will be delivered by your child’s usual class teacher. The teacher will attend training sessions about the Power of Reading led by the Centre for Literacy in Primary English (CLPE). Children in intervention classes will take part in Power of Reading lessons. The effectiveness of the intervention will be independently evaluated by Manchester Metropolitan University (Manchester Met, the Evaluation team).
If your child’s school is selected as a control school, your child’s class teacher will not receive any training and will not have access to the Power of Reading resources. They will carry on teaching English the same way they did before.
3. Does my child have to take part?
It is up to you and your child to decide whether to take part in this evaluation. Your child’s teacher will tell your child about the evaluation so that you can talk about it together. Your child’s teacher may also show them this video: Power of Reading Video for Pupils Dec 25 - mmutube, which you could watch again with your child.
It is the school’s decision to deliver the Power of Reading programme, but it is your decision whether we can include your child’s information in the evaluation. If your school is selected to be an intervention school, they will continue to use the Power of Reading programme in Year 5, but your child will not be asked to take part in evaluation activities (assessments, surveys, etc). Your decision will not adversely affect your child’s grades or access to services or programmes at your child’s school.
· If after reading this information sheet, the Privacy Notice and talking to your child, you agree to let us include your child’s data, you do NOT need to do anything else.
· If you DO NOT want your child’s data to be used in this evaluation, please complete the attached Withdrawal Form and return it to your child’s teacher no later than 29th June 2026 or tell your child's teacher. If you decide to withdraw your child from the evaluation after this date, please let your child’s class teacher know and they will inform the evaluation team using a secure link.
You can ask us to withdraw any data we have collected about your child up until 30th September 2027, without giving a reason. After this point the data will have already been anonymised so it may not be possible to withdraw it. This is because we will not know which data belong to your child. 
4. What will your child be asked to do?
If your child’s class is selected, they will be involved in the following activities:
· In Spring 2026, schools will share basic data on all children who are currently in Year 4 with the Data Collection and Evaluation teams (see attached Privacy Notice for details). 
· [bookmark: _Hlk187239879]Between September and October 2026, Year 5 pupils will complete a short writing assessment (20 minutes), and a questionnaire asking them about their experiences of reading and writing (15 minutes). 
· If your child is in an intervention school, from November 2026 your child’s Year 5 teacher will attend four Power of Reading training sessions. Teachers in the selected classes will then deliver Power of Reading activities to the class throughout the year.
·  If your child is in a control school or in a class that wasn’t selected within an intervention school, they will continue to be taught reading and writing as usual.
· In June or July 2026, all Year 5 pupils, both in the intervention and control schools, will complete two writing assessments – a short writing task (20 minutes) and a longer writing task (45 minutes), and they will retake the questionnaire asking them about their experiences of reading and writing (15 minutes). These activities will be spread throughout the week so that there is not too much happening all at once.
Before you make a decision, please read this Parent Information Sheet and the attached Privacy Notice carefully: https://tinyurl.com/yxynn7tt. Keep both sheets for future reference. If you have any questions, please speak with a member of the study team (see below for contact details).
5. What are the risks and benefits if my child participates?
Before contacting you, we gained full support from the headteacher and classroom teacher at your child’s school. We encouraged them to consider the risks and benefits before making a decision about taking part in the evaluation. 
If your child is in an intervention school, then your child’s class may be selected to use the Power of Reading programme. In these classes, English teaching will be based on the Power of Reading programme from November 2026 to June 2027. Previous research suggests that this intervention could have a positive impact on reading and writing attainment. 
Pupils in both intervention and control schools will be asked to take part in some writing assessments and a questionnaire asking them about their experiences of reading and writing (at the beginning and end of the evaluation). There is a small possibility that some children may not enjoy these activities or may become upset when completing them. However, the assessments are similar to the kinds of activities that children regularly engage with as part of everyday assessments in schools. If a child does not want to take part in any of these activities, or if they seem unhappy or uncomfortable, the teacher will tell the child that they don’t need to complete the activity.
6. What data will you collect about my child?

· Basic information from their school records (e.g. name, gender, date of birth) 
· Assessment data from reading and writing tasks and questionnaires 
· Reading scores and Spelling, Punctation and Grammar scores from their KS2 SATs assessments that they will complete towards the end of Year 6. These will be accessed directly from the National Pupil Database (held by the Department for Education). 
· KS1 Reading assessment data, which is stored in the National Pupil Database (scores that were collected by schools at the end of Year 2)
Data collected as part of evaluations funded by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) are archived in order to estimate the long-term impact of interventions. Further information about how EEF store and process data for follow-up analysis can be found here: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/privacy-notices/privacy-notice-for-the-eef-data-archive. 
7. What will happen with the data from my child?
We will keep information confidential and only use it for research and evaluation purposes. At no time will your child’s identity or individual data be reported. We have compiled a privacy notice (available at: https://tinyurl.com/yxynn7tt) which explains how we collect, process, and share your child’s data. Please read this document before deciding if you would like your child to take part in this evaluation. 
· Please note that you will need to complete the Withdrawal Form below if you would not like your child to be involved, because we are not relying on ‘consent’ as a lawful basis.
· Manchester Met is registered with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) and manages personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Manchester Met’s Data Protection Policy. 
· Personal data will be used throughout the duration of the project, including the analysis and main reporting phase which will end in December 2027. The researchers will send data and personal data to the EEF’s Data Archive Manager, currently FFT, at the end of the project to be archived and will destroy all personal data they hold by July 31st 2029. 
· It is Manchester Met’s policy to only publish anonymised data (with no personal data that can identify an individual). Manchester Met never sells personal data to third parties. 
· For further information about use of your child’s personal data and your child’s data protection rights please see Manchester Met’s Data Protection Pages at https://www2.mmu.ac.uk/data-protection/.

8. What will happen to the results of the evaluation?
The results of the main phase of the evaluation will be freely available and published in 2028. An additional report will be published once the impact of Power of Reading on end of KS2 reading scores has been analysed. This is expected to be published in summer 2029. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The evaluation team and the delivery team may publish articles in academic journals once the main reports have been published, or report findings at academic or teacher-focussed events. Your child and their school will not be identifiable in the evaluation reports or any articles that are published.
9. Who has approved this evaluation?
This evaluation has been commissioned by the EEF and received ethical approval from Manchester Metropolitan University. It is conducted in accordance with the British Educational Research Association and British Psychological Society guidelines.
10. Who do I contact if I have concerns about this study or I wish to complain?

· For concerns about the Power of Reading programme, please contact Jonny Rodgers at por@clpe.org.uk 
· For concerns about the evaluation, please contact Co-Principal Investigator of the evaluation, Dr Steph Ainsworth at s.ainsworth@mmu.ac.uk  
· For concerns about ethical procedures adopted during this evaluation, please contact the Faculty Head of Research Ethics and Governance at FOHE-Ethics@mmu.ac.uk   
· For concerns about the personal data collected from you, please contact the Manchester Met Data Protection Officer at legal@mmu.ac.uk 
Any concerns may also be communicated in writing to Dr Steph Ainsworth or Faculty Head of Ethics at: Faculty of Health and Education, Manchester Metropolitan University, Brooks Building, 53 Bonsall Street, Manchester, M15 6GX, or to Data Protection Officer, Legal Services, All Saints Building, Manchester Metropolitan University, Manchester, M15 6BH.
Thank you very much for your time!


RESEARCH EVALUATION WITHDRAWAL SLIP
EVALUATION OF POWER OF READING
Please only complete if you DO NOT want your child’s data to be used in this evaluation. If you are happy for your child’s data to contribute to this evaluation, then you do not have to do anything.
If you DO NOT want your child’s data to be used for this evaluation, you can withdraw your child by returning this form to the school.
I, the undersigned, hereby DO NOT give permission for my child’s data to be used for the purposes of the evaluation of the Power of Reading programme.
Child’s full name:



School:


Parent/guardian name:


Date:
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