	Term
	Autumn - Toys
	Spring – Spring and Growth
	Summer – Creatures Great and Small

	
Key Texts
	
[image: My Favourite Toys: A Sensory Story (Sensory Curriculum Sensory Stories) :  Garratt, Jordan: Amazon.co.uk: Books]  [image: ]

My Favourite Toys – Jordan Garratt
Lost in the Toy Museum – David Lucas

	
[image: Plant the Tiny Seed: A Springtime Book For Kids – An Interactive Picture  Book About Nature and Gardens for Kids (Ages 4-8): Amazon.co.uk: Matheson,  ...][image: ]

Plant the Tiny Seed – Christie Mathieson
The Changing of the Seasons – Jordan Garrett
	[image: Mad About Dinosaurs!][image: Mad About Minibeasts! - Scholastic Shop]

Mad About Minibeasts – Giles Andreae
Mad About Dinosaurs – Giles Andreae

	Communication and Literacy
	
· Listen to and respond to stories and sensory experiences
· Anticipate, reach for and explore resources during sensory stories, using speech, gesture, symbols and sound buttons for more/finished as appropriate
· Match whole names, letters, or trace/write own name when signing in daily
· Begin to use words, signs and symbols to talk about feelings
· Explore environmental sounds linked to toys (wheels, crinkly toys, robots beeping etc)


	
· Follow simple instructions during planting, watering, and growth routines
· Express preferences through choice, gesture and AAC while exploring natural textures and sensory resources
· Use AAC fringe vocabulary (plants, grow, water, sun, soil)
· Sequence simple events (planting > watering > growing) using symbols
· Explore environmental sounds linked to spring (rain, birds, wind)
	
· Listen to and sequence story events – retell story using own words, gestures, AAC and puppets
· Begin to use descriptive vocabulary to describe and sort animals (big/small, fast/slow, loud/quiet)
· Match animal names to pictures, begin to identify initial sounds
· Use speech, gesture and AAC to comment on minibeasts and animals during outdoor exploration



	Cognition and Maths
	Number and Place Value

· Counting small sets of toys/objects
· Matching numbers to quantities
· Anticipate and join in with number songs, rhymes and stories
· Subitising small groups of objects 1-5
· Building quantity/numeral correspondence through songs and predictable routines (Attention Autism)
· Requesting and recognising one or more objects from a set

Shape

· Sorting objects by colour and shape
· Recognising basic 2D shapes
· Recognising shapes in the environment
· Tracing and cutting simple shapes
· Arranging shapes in patterns or to form pictures from a template
· Inset puzzles
· Jigsaw puzzles
· Sorting and posting boxes for shapes

	Addition and Subtraction

· Combine two small groups of objects (seeds, petals, leaves) and use AAC to indicate “more”, “add”, “finished”
· Take away objects from a set (removing petals, scooping soil) and use AAC to indicate “gone”, “take away”, “less”
· Join in number rhymes that model addition/subtraction (Five Little Seeds, Five Yellow Flowers)
· Explore simple addition/subtraction tasks using props (planting seeds, adding raindrops, removing weeds)
· Explore “one more” and “one less” using real objects (adding one seed, removing one leaf).
· Use visual supports (tens frames, counting boards, number lines) to show changes in quantity
· Build early symbolic understanding by matching numerals to quantities during addition/subtraction tasks

Length/Capacity/Volume

· Compare plant heights using direct comparison (taller/shorter)
· Use AAC to describe length (long, short, tall)
· Order objects by length (sticks, stems, ribbons)
· Explore measuring tools (non‑standard units like cubes, hands, string)
· Participate in simple measuring activities (measuring plant growth weekly)
· Fill and empty containers during water and soil play
· Use AAC to request actions (fill, empty, more, stop)
· Compare capacity (full, empty, nearly full)
· Explore pouring using jugs, cups, funnels
· Sort containers by size and capacity
· Explore volume through sensory play (water, soil, seeds)
· Compare volumes using scoops and cups (more/less)
· Participate in simple cooking linked to topic (mixing, scooping, pouring)
· Use AAC to describe volume changes (more, less, lots)

	Consolidation of Shape and Number

· Count animals or minibeasts found outdoors (1–5)
· Match numerals to quantities using animal counters or photos
· Subitise small groups of objects (spots on ladybirds, legs on insects)
· Use AAC to comment on quantity (one, two, lots)
· Participate in number songs linked to animals (Five Little Speckled Frogs)
· Sort animals by number of legs, size, or colour
· Use simple number lines or counting boards during outdoor hunts
· Identify and match basic 2D shapes in the environment
· Sort shapes by colour, size, or type using animal‑themed resources
· Create shape‑based pictures (minibeasts made from circles, triangles, rectangles)
· Explore 3D shapes through construction (animal homes, tunnels, dens)
· Use AAC to describe shapes (round, pointy, long)
· Participate in shape hunts outdoors (find something round, find something square)

Money

· Exchange coins/tokens for animal toys or pictures in a “pet shop” role‑play
·  Match coins by size, colour, or value (1p, 2p)
·  Use AAC to request items (want, buy, more)
· Participate in simple shopping routines (choose item → give coin → receive item)
· Sort coins into groups (big/small, copper/silver)
· Explore money vocabulary through songs and stories (buy, pay, cost)
· Use coins to count small sets (1–3 items)


	Knowledge and Understanding of the World
	People and Communities (Special Celebrations and Faith)

· Explore celebrations through sensory experiences (lights, music, food)
· Identify key people involved in celebrations
· Use AAC to comment on celebration objects
· Participate in simple celebration routines

The World (Materials and Change)

· Explore materials (plastic, fabric, wood, metal)
· Sort toys by material, texture, weight
· Observe simple changes in cookery and sensory play (melting, mixing, squashing)
· Explore cause‑and‑effect using switches and mechanical toys


	People and Communities (My Family)

· Identify familiar people using photos/symbols
· Explore similarities/differences between families
· Use AAC to label family members
· Participate in routines reflecting family life

The World (Through Time and Space)

· Sequence events (planting → watering → growing)
· Explore changes over time using photos/videos
· Investigate day/night through sensory experiences
· Explore movement and travel (ramps, rolling objects)

	People and Communities (The Place I Live)

· Explore local community places (school, park, café).
· Identify people who help us.
· Use AAC to comment on community roles.
· Participate in simple community routines (Happy Café).

The World (Living Things and Our Ecosystem)

· Explore animals/minibeasts through sensory trays and outdoor hunts
· Sort animals by size, colour, number of legs.
· Learn how to care for living things
· Use AAC to describe animals (big/small, fast/slow)


	PHRSE
	Making Relationships/Managing Strong Feelings

· Build trusting relationships through predictable routines
· Use AAC to express basic feelings
· Explore calming strategies (deep pressure, foot spa, cuddle cube)
· Begin turn‑taking using visuals



	Identifying and Expressing Feelings/Growing and Changing

· Identify feelings using mirrors, photos, AAC
· Explore physical changes in plants and link to simple body changes
· Develop independence in self‑care routines
· Explore healthy choices (water, fruit, rest)

	Things I am Good At/Healthy Lifestyles

· Identify personal strengths using AAC
· Participate in confidence‑building activities (forest school, cooking)
· Explore healthy lifestyle routines (exercise, hygiene, sleep)
· Celebrate achievements through classroom routines, AAC feedback and displays


	Art and Design
	Materials and crafting

· Explore materials (fabric, paper, foil, natural items)
· Create artworks themed around celebrations (Bonfire Night, Halloween, Divali, Christmas)
· Use tools safely (scissors, glue sticks)
· Create simple collages
· Participate in sensory art experiences (textured paint, clay)


	Painting

· Explore paint using brushes, rollers, sponges
· Mix colours and observe changes
· Create topic‑linked representations (flowers, plants)
· Develop control through mark‑making strokes and use of painting tools

	Printing

· Explore printing tools (sponges, stamps, natural objects)
· Create repeated patterns using animal stamps/leaves
· Make simple stamps using clay/dough
· Participate in outdoor printing using natural materials


	PE & Movement
	· ROAR programme with Elliott working on individual Physical Development targets
· Explore movement using gym equipment
· Develop gross motor skills through soft play
· Action songs with movement

	· Hydro pool working on individual swimming targets
· Outdoor movement linked to growth (stretching tall, curling small).
· Ball skills (rolling, throwing, catching).
· Learning and following basic movement sequences (planting → watering → growing)

	· Animal‑themed movement (slither, crawl, hop)
· Obstacle courses linked to minibeast trails
· Dance inspired by animal rhythms


	Sensory Exploration and Wellbeing
	· Sensory toy exploration (textures, lights, sounds)
· Cause‑and‑effect toys
· Regulation routines (cuddle cube, foot spa)

	· Sensory planting (soil, water, seeds)
· Weather sensory trays (rain, wind, sun)
· Relaxation linked to nature sounds

	· Minibeast sensory trays (grass, leaves, sand)
· Animal sound exploration
· Outdoor sensory walks




	Area
	Year-Round Focus / Objectives

	Numbers/Maths
	· One to one correspondence, choosing one object on request
· Recognise and match numerals to quantities up to 5
· Respond to number songs counting both forwards and backwards, recognising one more and one less
· Sort and classify objects by shape, size and colour
· Recognise and name simple 2D shapes
· Recognise simple 2D shapes in the environment
· Trace and print simple 2D shapes
· Subitise small groups of objects or pictorial representations up to 5
· Explore measurement through practical and play based activities (capacity, length, weight) and make simple comparisons with AAC
· Exchange coins and/or tokens for simple money concepts (roleplay shops, Happy Café)

	Writing/Mark Making
	· Trace and copy letters and shapes
· Letter matching, tracing and forming letters of own name during daily sign in activity
· Write and recognise simple CVC words using Phase 2 sounds with picture supports
· Mark making in sensory materials (flour, rice, sand, Oobleck)
· Develop fine motor control through practical activities (sensory trays, sand/water, posting and threading activities, construction play)

	Phonics/Reading
	· Little Wandle Phonics Phase 2 focus throughout the year
· Consistent use of Project Core boards and fringe vocabulary across all subjects
· Guided reading with sensory stories, visual supports, puppets and interactive elements
· Handling and exploring books in regular one to one reading interventions and during school library visits
· Recognising visual timetable symbols, Now and Next boards, visual sequences at TEACHH workstations
· Exploring phonemes through oral blending and segmenting and use of grapheme cards
· Recognising own names during morning hello, fading support to remove photo prompts

	Self-Regulation and Feelings (PHRSE)
	· Begin to manage emotions and behaviours in group settings
· Use calming strategies: massage, OT tools, relaxation routines at circle time, foot spas, cuddle cube, quiet sensory spaces
· Accepting turn taking and sharing resources with visual supports and carousel activities (recognising own picture on forest room door for their turn)


	Play and Social Skills
	· Developing open-ended play skills with construction materials and heuristic play resources
· Turn-taking and playing alongside others supported with My Turn, Waiting symbols and visual supports
· Using shared spaces safely (cuddle cube, soft play, sensory room, trampoline shed)


	Computing
	· Cause and effect apps (Choose-It Maker, daily sign-in)
· Matching pictures on screen to real objects
· Switch-activated animations and sound buttons
· Sequencing apps
· Exploring photos on screen
· Sorting objects and animals using drag and drop apps

	Music
	· Sensory music sessions with Beth (Spring only)
· Shadow dance sessions with Lucy
· Exploring environmental sounds, instruments and rhythms linked to termly topic focus
· Anticipating and joining in with songs as part of everyday routines (Hello on the guitar, hygiene routine, making song choices on IWB)
· Consistent use of songs, nursery rhymes and counting songs during Attention Autism inputs
· Exploring contrasts in music (loud/quiet, fast/slow, stop/go)
· Develop awareness of rhythm through tapping, clapping, and repeating simple patterns
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